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GULLIVER's TRAVEL S. 


* 


VOLUME THE SECOND. 


PART 11, 


A VOYAGE TO LAPUTA, BALNIBARBI, LUGGNAGG, 
GLUBBDUBDRIB, AND JAPAN. 


CHAP. 1. 


THF AUTHOR SETS OUT ON HIS 
THIRD VOYAGE—IS TAKEN BY 
PYRATES— THE MALICE OF A 
DUTCHMAN— HIS ARKIVAL AT 
AN ISLAND—HE1S RECEIVED IN- 
TO LAr ura. 


. Had not been at home 
. above ten days, when 
I & Captain William Ro- 

7 bertſon, a Corniſh man, 
wy commander of the Hope- 
well, a ſtout 14. three 

hundred tons, came to my houſe. I 
had formerly been ſurgeon of another 
ſhip where he was maſter, and a fourth 
part owner, in a voyage to the Levant: 
he had always treated me more like a 
brother than an inferior officer, and 
hearing of my arrival, made me a viſit, 
as I apprehended only out of friendſhip, 
for nothing paſſed more than what is 
uſual] after * abſences, But repeat - 
ing his viſits often; expreſſing his joy to 
find me in good health; aſking whether 
I were now ſettled for life; adding, that 
he intended a voyage to the Eaſt Indies 
in two months: at laſt, he plainly in- 
vited me, though with ſome apologies, 
to be ſurgeon of the ſhip ; that I ſhould 
have another ſurgeon under me beſides 
our two mates; that my ſalary ſhould be 
double to the uſual pay 3 and that, hav- 
ing experienced my knowledge in ſea 
affairs to be at leaſt equal to his, he 
would enter into any engagement to 


follow my advice, as much as if I had 


ſhared in the command. 

He ſaid ſo many other obliging things, 
and I knew him to be ſo honeſt a man, 
that I could not reject his propoſal ; the 
thirſt I had of ſeeing the world, not- 
withſtanding my paſt misfortunes, con- 
tinuing as violent as evers The only 
difficulty that remained, was to per- 


ſuade my wife; whoſe conſent, however, 


I at laſt obtained, by the proſpect of ad- 
vantage ſhe propoſed to her children. 

We ſet.out the 5th day of Auguſt, 
1706, and artived at Fort St. George 
the tith of April 1707. We ſtayed 


there three werks to refreſh our crew, , 


many of whom were ſick. From 
thence we went to Tonquin, where the 
captain reſolved to continue ſome time, 
becauſe many of the goods he intended 
to buy were not ready, nor could he 
expect to be diſpatched in ſeveral 
months. Therefore, in hopes to de- 
fray ſome of the charges he muſt be at, 
he bought a ſloop, loaded with ſeveral 
ſorts of goods, wherewith the Ton- 
quineſe uſually trade to the neighbour- 
ing iſlands; and putting fourteen men 
on board, whereof three were of the 
country, he appointed me maſter of the 
ſloop, and gave me power to traffick 
for two months, while he tranſacted 
his affairs at Tonquin. * 
We had not failed above three days, 
when a great ſtorm ariſing, we were 
driven five days to the north-north- 
eaſt, and then to the eaſt; after vb ch 
we had fair weather, but | 1 witha 


pretty 
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ufer the promiſe made me that 


7 

prove ſtrong gale from the weſt. Up- 
on the a we were chaſed by 
hat.” Lug who foon overtook us; for 
my floop was ſo deep Joaden, that ſhe 
ſailed very ſlow, neither were we in a 
condition to defend ourſelves. 


> We were boarded” about the ſame 


time by both the pirates,” who entered 
furiouſly at the head of their men, but 


finding us all proſtrate upon our faces, 


for ſo I gave order) they pinioned us 
Ck es robes, and ſiting a guard 
upon us, went to ſearch the floop. 
I obſerved among them a Dutchman, 
who ſeemed to be of ſome authority, 
though he was not commander of either 
8 He knew us by our countenances 
to be Engliſhmen,. and.jabbering to us 
in his own language, ſwore we ſhould 
be tied back to back, and thrown into 
the ſea, I ſpoke Dutch tolerably well; 
LP him who we were, and begged 
m in conſideration of our being Chriſ- 
tians and Proteſtants, of neighbouring 
countries, in ſtrict alliance, that be 
would move the captains to take ſome 
pity on us. This inflamed his rage; 
repeated his threatenings, and turn- 


Ing to his companions, ſpoke with great 


" bs 


e mence, in the Japaneſe language, 
I ſuppoſe, often uſing the word 
Chriſtianos. 8 

I be largeſt of theſe two pirate ſhips, 
was commanded by a Japaneſe captain, 
who ſpoke a little Dutch, but very im- 
e came up to me, and af- 


< | 2 
bs Gent queſtions, which I anſwered 


te, I made the captain a very low 
ow; and then turning to. the Dutch- 


in great humility, he ſaid we ſhould 
; 


oF * 


P Taid, I was forry to find more 


an. But I had ſoon reaſon to re- 


WM ey in a Heathen than in a brother 
3 212 | 
- Pent thoſe fooliſh words, for that ma- 


Jicious reprobate, having often endea- 
youred in vain to perſuade both the 
captains that I might be thrown into 
the ſea, (which they would not yield to 
| | ſhould 
not die) however prevailed ſo far as to 
- a puniſhment inflicted on me, 
worſe, in all human appearance chan 
death itſelf. My men were ſent by an 
7 diviſion into both the pirate ſhips, 
and my floop new manned, As to my- 
RIF,” it was determined that I ſhould 
be ſet adrift in a ſmall cauoe, with pad- 
dles and a fail, and four days provi- 


"Hons, which laſt the Japaneſe captain 


was 


— 


ſe kind to double out d nis own 
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' iſlands to the ſouth-eaſt. 


: 


K 


ſores, and would permit t no mem to 
fearch me. 1 got own into the canoe, 
while the Dutchman ſtanding upon the 
deck loaded me with all the curſes and 
50" wg terms his language could at- 
ord, ” 
About an hour before we ſaw the 


pirates, I had taken an obſervation, 


and found we were in the latitude of 
46 north, and of longitude 284. When I 
was at ſome diſtance from the pirates, 
I diſcovered by my pocket-glaſs ſeveral 
ſet up my 
ſail, the wind being fair, with a kg 
to reach the neareſt of thoſe iſlands, 
which-I made a ſhift to do in about three 
hours, It was all rocky; however, I 
ot many birds eggs, and ftriking fire, 
kindled ſome heath and dry ſea-weed, 
by which I roaſted my eggs: I eat no 
other ſupper, being reſolved to ſpare wy 
viſions as much as I could. I paſſ- 
ed the night under the ſhelter of a rock, 
ftrowing ſome heath under me, and ſlept 
pretty well, : 

The next day I failed to another 
iſland, and thence to a third or fourth, 
ſometimes uſing my fail, and fome- 
times my paddles. But, not to trouble 


the reader with a particular account of 


my diſtreſſes, let it ſuffice, that on the 
fifth day I arrived at the laſt ifland in 
my ſight, which lay ſouth · ſouth · eaſt to 


the former. 
This iſland was at a greater diſtance 
than I expected, and I did not reach it 
leſs than five hours, I encompaſkd 
it almoſt round before I could find a 
convenient place to land. in, which was 
a ſmall cxeek, about three times the 
wideneſs of my canoe. I found the 
iſland to be all rocky, only a little in- 
termingled with tufts of graſs, and 
fweet-{melling herbs. I took out my 
ſmall proviſions, and after having re- 
freſhed myſelf, I ſecured. the remainder 
in a cave, whereof there were great 
numbers. I gathered plenty of eggs 
upon. the rocks, and got a quantity of 
dry ſea-weed and parched graſs, which 


I defigned to kindle the next day, and 


roaſt my eggs as well as I could (for I 
had "about me my flint, ſteel, match, 
and burning-glaſs.) I lay all night in 
the cave where I had lodged my provi- 
ſions. My bed was the ſame dry graſs 
and ſea-weed which I intended for few- 
el. I ſlept very little, for the diſquiets 
of my mind prevailed over my weari- 
neſs, and kept me awake. I . 
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Pulliſhet as the Act directs 


I. 


* 


dou how impoſſible it was to preſerve 
my kf in fo defolate a place, and how 
miſerable my end myſt be; yer found 
- myſelf fo lifiefs and defponding, that 
had hot the heart to riſe; and before 

[ could get ſpirits enough 'to creep out 
of py ie, the day was far advanced. 
1 walked a while among the rocks; the 
{ky was perfectly clear, and the ſun fo 
"bot, that I was forced to turn my face 
"from it: when all on a ſudden it be- 
<ame obſcure, as T thought in a man- 
ner very different from ' what happens 
"by ” the” imterpoſition of a cloud, I 
"turned back, and perceived a vaſt opake 
body between me and the ſun, moving 
forwards towards the ifland: it ſeemed 
to be about two miles high, and hid 
the ſun fix or ſeven minutes; but I did 
not obſerve the air to be much colder, or 
'the ſky more darkened, than if I had 
ood under the ſhade of a mountain. 


As it approached nearer over the place 


Where I was, it appeared to be a firm 
' ſubſtance, the bottom flat, ſmooth, and 
Agog very bright from the reſſexion 
of the ſea below. I ſtood upon a 
height about two hundred yards from 
the ſhore, and ſaw this vaſt body de- 
ſcending almoſt to a parallel with me, 
at leſs than an Engliſh mile diſtance. 
I took out my ef agg and 
could plainly diſcover numbers of peo- 
ple moving up and down the ſides of it, 
which appeared to be ſloping; but what 
thoſe people were doing, I was not able 
to diſtinguiſh, | | | 
The natural love of life gave me ſome 
inward motions of joy, and I was ready 
to entertain a hope, that this adventure 
might ſome way or other help to deliver 


me from the deſolate place and condi- 


tion I was in, But at the ſame time 
the reader can hardly conceive my afto- 
niſhment, to behold an iſland is the air 
inhabited by men, who were able {as it 
ous ſeem) to raiſe, or fink, or put it 
into a progreſſive motion, as they plea- 
fed. But not being at that time in a 
phanomenan, I rather.choſe to obſerve 
what courſe the iſland would take, be- 


diſpoſition . to philoſophiſe upon this. 


cauſe it ſeemed for a while to ſtand © 
fill. Yet ſoon after it advanced nearer, © IT? 
"THE KUMOURS AND DISPOSITHIM$ 


and I could ſee the fides of it encom- 
ed with ſeveral 


deſcend from one to the other, In the 


loweſt gallery I beheld ſome people 


Aluſpg with lenz angling-rods, 


1 8 


; adations of gal- 
leries and fairs, at certain intervals, to 
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others looking on. I waved my ca 
(for my hat was long fince worn 3 
and my handkerchief towards the iſland; 
and, upon it's nearer approach, I called 
and ſhouted with the utmoſt ſtrength 
of my voice: and then looking circum- 
ſpe, I beheld a crowd gathered to 
that fide which was moſt in my view. 
I found, by their pointing towards me, 
and to each other, that they plainly dif- 
covered me, although they made no re- 
turn to my ſhouting. , But I could fee 
four or five men running in great h 
8 ſtairs to the top of iſland, 
o then difappeai I Happened 
rightly to conjecture, that theſe were 
ſent for orders to ſome perſon in autho- 
rity upon this occaſion. —_ 
The number of people increaſed, and 
in lefs than half an hour the iſland was 
452 raiſed in ſich a manner, 
that the lowett gallery a ed in a 
parallel of leſs 4 2 bandred 
diſtance from the height where I ſtoo 
I then put myſelf into the moſt ſuppli- 
cating poſtures, and ſpoke in the hum- 
bleſt accent, but received no anſwer, 
"Thoſe who ſtood neareſt over againſt 
me, ſeemed to be perſons of diſtinction, 
as I ſuppoſed by their habit. They 
conferred ©earneftly with each other, 
looking often upon me. Atlength one 
of them called out in a clear, polite, 
ſmoath diale&, not unlike in ſound to 
the Italian; and therefore I returned 
an anfwer in that language, hoping at 
leaſt that the e e fem 
agreeable to his ears, Alth nei- 
ther of us underſtood the other, yet my 
meaning was may known, for the pe6« 
ple faw rhe diſtreſs I was in. 
They made ſigns for me to come 
down from the rock, and go towards 


the ſhore, which IL accordingly did; and 
the flying iſland being raifed to à con · 


venient height, the verge directly over 
me, a chain was let down from the low- 
eſt gallery, with a ſeat faſtened to the 
bottom, fo which I fixed myſelf, add 


— 


Was drawn up by pullies. 


Ar. . 
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OF THE LAPUTIANS DESCRIBED 
"—AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR LEARN- 
"ING—OF THE KING AND 1s 
COURT—THE AUTHOR'S K&CEP- 
TION TYSKE=—THE INHABITANTS 
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GULLIVER'S TRAVELS. , 
others, or being joſtled himſelf into the 
ennel. 
It was neceſſary to give the reade 
this n which, he ' 
would be at the ſame loſs with me, "4 
underſtand the proceedings of theſe peo- +, 
ple, as they conducted me up the ſtairs, | 
to the top of the iſland, and from thence 
to the royal palage, While we were 
aſcending, they forgot, ſeveral times 
what they were about, and left me to 
myſelf, till their memoties were again 
rouzed by their flappers; for they ap- 
peared altogether unmoved by the ſight 
of my foreign habit and countenance, 
and by the ſhouts of the vulgar, whoſe 
A 
gaged. 
At laſt we entered the palace, and 
proceeded into the chamber of preſence, 
where I ſaw the king ſeated on his 
throne, attended on each fide by perſons 
of prime quality. Before the throne 
was a large table filled with globes and 
ſpheres, and mathematical inſtruments 
of all kinds. His majeſty took not the 
leaſt notice of us, although our entrance 
was not without ſufficient noiſe by the 


553 
{- $VBJECT TO FEAR AND DISQUI- 
ETUDES—AN ACCOUNT OF THE 


\. WOMEN... _ * 


a A T my alighting I was ſurrounded 
g vic a crowd of people; but 
thoſe who. ftood neareſt ſeemed to he 
of better quality. They beheld me wit 
all the marks and circumſtances of 
wonder; neither, indeed, was I much in 
0 their abs, having never till then ſeen 
.a race of mortals ſo ſingular in their 
' ſhapes, habits, and countenances, Their 
heads were all reclined either to the 
right or to the left; one of their eyes 
turned inward, and the other directly 
up to the zenith. Their outward gar- 
mes were adorned with the figures of 
uns, moons, and ftars interwoven with 
thoſe of fiddles, flutes, barps, trumpets, 
guittars, harpſichords, and many other 
inſtruments of muſick, unknown to us 
in Europe. I obſerved here and there 
many in the habit of ſervants, with a 
blown bladder faſtened like a flail to 
the end of a ſhort ſtick, which they 
carried in their hands. In each blad- 
der was a ſmall quantity of dried peaſe, 
or little pebbles (a8 I was afterwards concourſe of all perſons belonging to 
Informed.) With theſe bladders they the court, But he wag then deep in'a 
now and then flapped the mouths and problem, and we attended at leaſt an 
ears of thoſe who ſtood near them, of — before he could ſolve it. Theie 
which practice I could not then con · ſtood by him on each fide a young page 
ceive the meaning. It ſeems, the minds with flaps in their hands, and when 
of theſe people are ſo taken up with in- they ſaw he was at leiſure, one of them 
. tenſe. ſpeculations, that they neither gently ſtruck his mouth, and the other 
can ſpeak, nor attend to the diſcourſes bis right-ear; at which he ſtarted like 
of others, without being rouzed by ane awaked on the ſudden, and look 
Tome external taction upon the organs ing towards me and the company-I was 
of ſpeech and hearing; for which rea- in, recollected the occaſion of our com- 
ſon, thoſe perſons who can afford it, ing, whereof he had been informed be- 
always keep a flapper (the original is fore. He ſpoke ſome words, whereupon 
climenole) in their family, as one of immediately a young man with 4 Ka 
their domeſticks, nor ever walk abroad came up to my ſide, and flapt me gently 
or make viſits without him; and the on the right- ear, but I made ſigns, as 
buſineſs of this officer is, when two, 
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 exery poſt, and in the ſtrects of joltling 


three, or more 
: gent] 


ons are in company, 

to W his bladder  & 
mouth of him who is to ſpeak, and the 
right-ear of him or them to whom the 
ſpeaker addrefleth himſelf. This flap- 
r is likewiſe employed diligently to 
attend his maſter in his walks; and, 


upon accafion, to give him a ſoft fla 
on his eyes, becauſe he is always ſo 


wrapped up in cogitation, that he is in 
manifeſt danger of falling down every 
precipice, and bouncing his head againſt 


* 


well as I could, that I had no occaſion 
for ſuch an inſtrument; which, as I 


afterwards found, gave his majefty and 
the whole court a very mean opinion of 
my RO; The king, as far 
as I could conjetture, aſked me ſeveral 
queſtions, and I addreſſed myſe]f ro him 
in all the languages I had, When it 
was found, that I could neither under - 
ſtand, nor be underſtood, I was con- 


ducted by his order to an apartment in 


his palace- (this prince being diſtin- 
guiſhed above all his predeceſſors for 
his hoipitality to ſtrangers) where two 


, 


My 
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Rn were appointed to attend me, 
My dinner was brought, and four per- 
ſons of quality, whom I remembered to 
have ſeen very near the king's perſon, 
did me the honour to dine with me. 
We had two courſes, of three diſhes 


each. In the firſt courſe there was a 


ſhoulder of mutton cut into an æquila- 


eral triangle, a piece of beef into a 


. thombgides, and a pudding into a cy- 


cloid. The ſecond courſe was two 


ducks truſſed up into the form of fid- 
dles; ſauſages and puudings reſembling 


flutes and dr bs 2nd a breaſt of 


veal in the ſhape of a harp, The ſer- 


yants cut our bread into cones, cylin- 


ders, parallelograms, and ſeyeral other 


mathematical figures. 

While we were at dinner, I made 
bold to aſk the names of ſeveral things 
in their languages and thoſe noble per- 
ſons, by the aſſiſtance of their flappery, 


delighted to give me anſwers, hoping 


to raiſe my admiration of their great 

abilities, if I could be brought to con- 

verſe with them. I was ſoop able to call 
or bread and drink, or whatever elſe 
. 

After dinner, my company withdrew, 

and, a perſon was ſent to me by the 


king's order, attended by a flapper. He 


and ſolids. 


brought with him pen, ink, and paper, 


and three or four books, giving me to 


underſtand by ſigns, that he was ſent to 
teach me the lan guage. We ſat together 

our hours, in which time I wrote down 
a great number of words in columns, 
with the tranſlations over-againſt them, 
T likewiſe made a ſhift to learn ſeveral 


' ſhort ſentences; for my tutor would 


order one of my ſervants to fetch ſome- 
thing, to turn about, to make a bow, 
to fit, or to ſtand, or walk, and the like. 


Then I took down the ſentence in writ- 


ing. He ſhewed me alſo in one of his 


books the figures of the ſun, moon, 
and ftars, the zodiack, the tropicks, and 


polar circles, together with the deno- 
minations of mauy figures of planes 
He gave me the names 
and deſcriptions of all the muſical in- 
ſrpments, and the general terms of 
art in playing on each of them. After 
he had left me, I placed all my words 
with their interpretations in alphabe- 
tical order. And thus in a few days, 
by the help of a very. faithful me- 
mory, I got ſome inſight into their lan» 
guage. "C500 5 


75 
"The word, which I . he 
Ming or floating iſland, is in the 88 
nal Laputa, whereof I could never learn 
the true etymology. Lap, in the 4 
obſolete language fignifieth high, and 
untuh, a governor, from which, they 
ſay, by corruption, was derived Laputa 
from Lapuntuh, But I do not approve 
of this derivation, which ſeems to be a 
little trained. I ventured to offer to 
the learned among them a conje&ure 


of my own, that Laputa was qui Lap 


outed, Lap ſignifying properly the dan- 
cing of 4 445 ib the ſea, and 
outed a wing; which, however, I ſhall 
not obtrude, bar ſubmit to the judicious 
reader, | ; 
Thoſe to whom the king had en- 
truſted me, obſerving how ill I was clad, 
ordered a taylor to come next morning, 
and take meaſure for a ſuit of cloaths, 
This operator did his office after a dif- 
ferent manner from thoſe of his trade im 
Europe. He firſt took my altitude by a 
uadrant, and then with rule and com- 
paſſes 'deſcribed the dimenſions and 
outlines of my whole body; all which 
be entered upon paper, and in ſix days 
brought my cloaths very ill made, and 
quite out of ſhape, by happening to 


miſtake a figure in the 9 4 ug But 


my comfort was, that I obſerved fuck 
accidents very frequent, and little re- 
garded. * 


During my confinement for want of 8 


cloaths, and by an indiſpoſition that 
held me ſome days longer, I much en- 
larged my dictionary; and when Len 
next to court, was able to underſtand 
many things the king ſpoke, and to re- 
turn him ſome kind of anfwers, His 
majeſty had given orders that the iſland 
ſhould move north-eaſt and by eaſt, to 
the vertical point over Lagado, the me- 
tropolis of the whole kingdom below 
upon the firm earth. It was about ninety 
leagues diſtant, and our voyage Jaſted 
four days and a half. I was not in the 
leaſt ſenſible of the progreſſive motion 
made in the air by the iſland. On the 
ſecond morning, about eleven o'clock, 
the king himſelf in perſon, attended by 
his nobility, courtiers, and officers, 
having prepared all their muſica] infiru- 
ments, played on them for three hours 
without intermiſſion, to thatI was quite 


ſtunned with the noiſe; neither could 1 


N the meaning, till my tutor 
inforn 


— 


me, He ſaid, that the people 
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their ifland had their ears adapted to 
| the muſick of the * _ 
always played at certain periods, and 
the court was now prepared to bear their 
25 15 whatever inſtrument they moſt 
ay our journey towards Lagado, the 
capital city, his majeſty ordered that 
the iſland mould top over certain towns 
and villages, from whence he might re- 
<eive the petitions of his ſubjects. And 
* purpoſe ſeveral packthreads were 

down with ſmall weights at the bot - 


tom. On theſe packthreads the people 
ber their petitions, which mounted 


weatly like the ſcraps of paper 
ned by ſchool-boys at the end of 
the ſtring that holds their kite. Some- 
Umes we received wine and victuals 
from below, which were drawn up by 
pullies. 
The knowledge I had in mathema- 
ticks gave me great aſſiſtance in acquir- 
ing their phraſeology, which depended 
much upon that ſcience and muſick; 
92 in the latter I was = uni. 
heir ideas are ually converſant 
in lines and "Lol wg If they would, 
For example, praiſe the beauty of a 
woman, or any other animal, they de- 
Feribe it by rhombs, circles, parallelo- 
8, Mos, and other geometrical 
, or. by words of art drawn from 
mußck, needleſs here to repeat. I ob- 
Kerved in the king's kitchen all forts of 
mathematical and muſical inftruments, 
after the figures of which they cut up 
the joints that were ſerved to his ma- 


ug: 72 ) 
Their houſes are very ill built, the 
walls bevil, without one right-angle in 


any apartment; and this defect ariſeth 
= the contempt they bear to practi 
cal „ which they deſpiſe, as 
yulgar and mechanick, thoſe inſtruc- 
tions they give being too refined for the 
antelleuals of their workmen, which 
occaſions perpetual miſtakes. And al- 
though they are dexterous enough upon 
A piece of paper in the management of 
the rule, the pencil, and the divider, 
vet in the common actions and beha- 
viour of liſe, I have not ſeen a more 
_ clumſy, aukward, and unhandy people, 
nor fo flow and perplexed in their con- 


ceptions upon all other ſubjects, except 
thoſe of mathematicks and muſick. 
They are very bad reaſoners, and vehe- 
anently given to oppoſition, unleſs when 
they happen to be of the right opinion, 
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the world; that the earth very 
_rowly eſcaped a bruſh from the tail of 


perihelium it ſhould a 


ah . 


which is ſeldom their caſe, , Imagina- 
tion, fancy, and invention, they are 
wholly ſtrangers to, nor have they an 
words in their language by which tho. 
ideas can be expreſſed ; the whole com · 
paſs of their thoughts and mind being 
ſhut up within the two forementioned 
ſciences. 25 6 
Moſt of them, and eſpecially thoſe 
who deal in the aſtronomical part, have 
great faith in judicial aſtrology, al- 
though they are aſhamed. to own it 
publickly, But what I chiefly ad- 
mired, and thought altogether unac- 
countable, was, the ſtrong diſpoſition I 
obſerved in them towards news and po- 
Iiticks, perpetually enquiring into pub- 
lick affairs, giving their e in 
matters of ſtate, and paſſionately diſ- 
poting every inch of a party opinion. 
have indeed obſerved. the ſame diſpo- 
fition among moſt of the mathemati- 
cians I have known in Europe, al- 
though I could never diſcoyer the leaſt 
analogy between the two ſciences; un- 
leſs thoſe people ſuppoſe, that becauſe 
the ſmalleſt circle hath as many de- 
'grees as the largeſt, therefore the regu- 
ation and management of the world 
require no more abilities than the 
handling and turning of a globe. But, 
I rather take this quality to ſpring 
from a very common infirmity of hu- 
man nature, inclining us to be more 
curious and conceited in matters where 
we have leaſt concern, and for which 
we are leaſt adapted either by ſtudy or 
nature. ; 
"Theſe people are under continual 
diſquietudes, never enjoying a minute's 
peace of mind; and their Jiturdinces 
proceed from cauſes which very little 
affect the reſt of mortals. Their ap- 
prehenſions ariſe from ſeveral changes 
they dread in the celeſtial bodies. For 
inſtance, that the earth, by the conti- 
nual approaches of the ſun towards it, 
muſt, 1n courſe of time, be abſorbed or 
ſwallowed ; that the face of the ſun 
will, by degrees, be incruſted with it's 
own effluvia, and give no more light to 
nar- 


the laſt comet, which would have in- 
fallibly reduced it to aſhes; and that 
the next, which they have calculated 
for one and thirty years hence, will 
probably deſtroy us. For, if in it's 
ach within a 
certain degree of the fun, (as by their 

calculations 
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calculations they have reaſon to dread) 
it will receive a degree of heat ten 
thouſand times more intenſe than that 
of e apt hg, iron; and, in it's 
abſence from the ſun, carry a blazin 
tail ten hundred thouſand and fourteen 
miles long; through which, if the earth 
ſhould paſs at the diſtance of one hun- 
dred thouſand miles from the nucleus 
or main body of the comet, it muſt in 
it's paſſage be ſet on fire and reduced 
to aſhes: that the ſun daily ſpending 
it's rays without any nutriment to ſup- 
ply them, will at laſt be wholly con- 
ä Famed and annihilated ; which mult be 
attended with the deſtruction of this 
earth, and of all the planets that receive 
their light from it. 

They are {6 perpetually alarmed with 
the apprehenſions of theſe and the like 
impending dangers, that they can nei- 
ther ſleep erp in their beds, nor 
bave any reliſh or the common plea- 
fures or amuſements of life. When 
they meet an acquaintance in the morn- 
ing, the firſt queſtion is about the ſun's 
health, how he looked at his ſetting and 
riſing, and what hopes they have to 
avoid the ſtroke of the approaching 
comet. This converſation they are apt 
to run into with the ſame temper that 
boys diſcover in deligliting to hear ter- 
rible ſtories of ſpirits and hobgoblins, 
which they greedily liſten to, and dare 
not go to bed for fear. 

| women of the ifſand have abun- 
dance of vivacity; they contemn their 
huſbands, and are exceedingly fond of 
ſtrangers, whereof there is always a 
conflerable number from the conti- 
nent below, attending at court, either 
upon affairs of the ſeveral towris and 
corporations, or their own perticular 
occaſions, but are much deſpifed, be- 
cauſe they want the ſame endowments. 
Among . theſe the ladies chuſe their 
lants : but the vexation is, that 
they act with too much eaſe and ſe- 
curity ; for the huſband is always fo 


wrapped in ſpeculation, that the miſ- 


treſs and lover may proceed to the 
reateſt familiarities before his face, if 

Fe be but provided with paper and im- 

4" and without his flapper at 
is fide. a tt 

The wives and davghters lament 
their confinement to the ifland, al- 


\ 


plenty and magnificence, and are al- 
wed to do whatever they pleaſe, they 
long to ſee the world, and take the di- 
verſions of the metropolis, which t 
are not allowed to do without a par 
cular licence from the king ; = this 
is not eaſy to be obtained, becauſe the 
people of quality have found by fre- 
vent experience, how hard it is to per» 
ſuade their women to return from be- 
low. I was told that a great court- 
lady, who had ſeveral children, is mar- 
ried to the prime - miniſter, the richeſt 
fubject in the Kingdom, à very grace: 
ful perſon, extremely fond of her, an 
lives in the fineſt palace of the ifla 
went down to Lagado, on the pretenee 
of health, there Fd herſelf for ſeyeral 
months, till the king ſent a warrant 
to ſearch for her, and ſhe was found in 
an obſcure eating-houſe all in * 
having pawned her cloaths to maintain 
an old deformed e who beat her 
every day, and in whoſe com 
way ken much againſ her an 8 
although her huſband received ker wi 
all poſſible kindneſs, and without 
leaſt reproach, ſhe ſoon after con 


to ſteal down again, with all her jewels, 


to the ſame gallant, and hath not been 
heard of ſince. FRET: 

This may, 3 paſs with the 
reader rather for an European or Eng 


liſh ſtory, than for one of a country fo 


remote: but he may pleaſe to conhder, 
that the caprices of womankind are not 
limited by any climate or nation, and 
that they are muck more uniform than 
can be eafily imagined, _ ” 

In about a month's time, Thad made 
a tolerable proficiency in their langu 
and was able to anſwer moſt of 
king's queſtions, when I had the ho- 
nour to attend him. His majeſty dif. 
covered not the leaſt curioſity to in- 
quire into the laws, government, hi- 
Itory, religion, or manners of the coun- 
tries where I had been, but confined 
his queſtions to the ſtate of matnema- 
ticks,. and received the account I gave 
him with great contempt and indiffe- 
rence, though often rauzed by his flap» 
per on each ide. en 


707 


CHAP. III. 


4 © # © 


— 


. , 3 b "yo 
— == — g * * = 
. —·W‚————— rr RE ACRR.- 


2 


- * P 
. 


78 | GULLIVER'S TRAVELS». ; * | 


IMPROVEMENTS IN THE LATTER 
"= THE KING'S METHOD OP sur- 
©, PRESSING INSURRECTIONS, 


T Defired leave of this prince to fee 
the curiofities of the iſland, which 
he was graciouſly pleaſed to grant, and 
ordered my tutor to attend me. I 
chiefly wanted to know to what cauſe 
in art, or in nature, it owed it's ſeveral 
motions, whereof I will now give a 
Hoſophical account to the reader. 
The fiying or floating iſland, is ex- 
aRly circular, it's diameter 7837 yards, 
or about four miles and a bas, and 
conſequently contains ten thouſand 
acres. It is three hundred yards thick. 


The bottom or 'under-ſurface, which in 


appears to thoſe who view it from be- 


10%, is one even regular plate of ada- 
mant, ſhooting up to the height of about 


twohundred yards. Above it lie the 
ſeveral minerals in their . uſual order, 
and overall is a coat of rich mould ten 
or twelve feet deep. This declivity of 
the upper · ſurface, from the circumfe- 
rence of the center, is the natural cauſe 
why all the dews and rains which fall 
== the iſland, are conveyed in ſmall 

vulets towards the middle, where 
_ are emptied into four large baſons, 
each of about half a mile in circuit, and 
two hundred yards diftant from the cen- 
ter. From theſe baſons the water is con · 
tinually exhaled by the ſun in the day - 


time, which effectually prevents their 


overflowing. Beſides, as. it is in the 
wer of the monarch to raiſe the iſland 
ve the region of clouds and va- 
rs, he can prevent the falling of 

| and rains whenever he pleaſes : 

for the higheſt clouds cannot riſe above 


two miles as naturaliſts agree, at leaſt 


they were never known to do ſo in that 
country. 

At the center of the iſland there is 
a chaſm about fifty yards in diameter, 
from whence the aſtronomers deſcend 
into a large dome, which is therefore 
called Flandona Gagnole, or, the Aſtro- 
nomers Cave, ſituated at the depth of 
a hundred yards beneath the upper ſur- 
face of the adamant, In this cave 
are twenty lamps continually burning, 


which, from the reflection of the ada- 
mant, caſt a ſtrong light into every 
part. The place is ſtored with great 
variety of ſextants, quadrants, tele- 
| ſcopes, aſtrolabes, and other aſtrono- 

mical inſtruments, But the greateſt 


curioſity, upon which the fate of the 
iſland depends, is a load · ſtone of a pro- 
digious fize, in ſhape reſembling 4 
weaver's ſhuttle. It is in length fix 
yards, and in the thickeſt part at leaſt 
three yards over. This magnet is ſul- 
taltied by a very ſtrong axle of ada- 
mant palfing through it's middle, upon 
which it plays, and is poized, ſo exact! 
that the weakeſt hand can turn it. 
is hooped round with a hollow cylin- 
der of adamaiit, four feet deep, as 
many thick,” and twelve $ in dia- 
meter, placed horizontally, and ſup- 
orted by eiglit adaniantint feet; each 
yards high, ' In the middle of the 
concave fide there is a groove twelve 
nches deep, in which the extremitie 
of the axle are lodged, and turn 
round as there is occaſion. | 
The ſtone cannot be moved from it's 
place by any force, becauſe the hoop 
and it's feet are one continued piece 
with that body of adamant, which con- 
ſtitutes the bottom of the iſland. 
By means of. this load-ſtone, tlie 
iſland is made to riſe and fall, and move 
from one place'to another. For, with 
reſpe& to that part of the earth over 
which the monarch preſides, the ſtone 
is endued at one of it's ſides with an 
attractive power, and at the other with 
a repulſive. Upon placing the mag- 
net ere& with it's attracting end to- 
wards the earth, the iſland deſcends ; 
but when the repelling extremity points 
downwards, the iſland mounts directly 
upwards. When the poſition of the 
ſtone is oblique, the motion of the 
iſland is ſo too. For in this magnet 
the forces always act in lines parallel to 
it's direction. | 
By this oblique motion the ifland is 
conveyed to different parts of the mo- 
narch's dominions. Fo explain the 
manner of it's progreſs, let A B repre- 
ſent a line drawn croſs the dominions 
of Balnibarbi, let the line c d repreſent 
the load-ſtone of which let d be the re- 
pelling end, and c the attracting end; 
the iſland being over C, let the ſtone be 
placed in the poſition c d, with it's re- 
pelling end downwards, then the iſland 
will be driven upwards obliquely to- 
wards D. When it is arrived at D, 
let the ſtone be turned upon it's axle fill 
it's attracting end points towards E, 
and then the iſland will be carried ob- 
liquely towards E; where, if the one 
be again turned upon it's axle till it 


* 


GULLIVER'S. 


Hands in the poſition. E F, with it's re- 
pelling point downwards, the ifland 
will riſe obliquely; towards F; where, 
by directiag the attracting end to- 
wards G, the iſland may be carried to 
G, and from G to H, by turning the 

„ ſo as to make it's repelling ex- 
remity point direct iy downwards, And 
thus by changing the fituation of the 
ſtone as often as there is occaſion, the 
iſland is made tb riſe and fall by turns 
in an oblique direction; and by thoſe 
alternate rifings and fallings (the ob- 
liquity being not con ſulerable) is con- 
veyed from one part of the dominions 
to the other. 


Laputa. T3 


2 NMaldonada. 


But it muſt be obſerved, that this 
iſland cannot move beyond the extent 
bf the dominions below, nor can it riſe 
above the height of four miles. For 
which the aſtronomers {who have writ- 
ten large ſyſtems concerning the ſtone) 
aſſign the following reaſon: that the 
magnetick virtue does not extend be- 
yond the diſtance of four miles, and 
that the mineral which acts upon the 
one in the bowels of the earth, and 
in the ſea about ſix leagves diſtant from 
the ſhore, is not diffuſed through the 
whole globe, but terminated with the 
limits of the king's dominions ;; and it 
was ealy, from the great advantage of 
ſuch a ſuperior ſituation, for a prince 
to bring under his obedience whatever 


country lay within the attration of 


that magnet. 
When the ſtone is put parallel to the 
lane of the horizon, the iſland ſtand- 
eth ſtitl; for in that caſe, the extremi- 
ties of it being at equal diſtance from 
the earth, act with equal force; the one 
in- drawing downwards, the other in 
paring upwards, and conſequently no 
otion can enſue. 
This load-ſRone is under the care of 


o 


certain aſtronomers, who from time to 


time give it ſuch poſitions as the mo- 
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leſtial bodies, which they do by the al- 
ſiſtance of glaſſes tar excelling ours in 
oodneſs. For although their largeſt te- 
leſcopes do not exceed three feet, 
magnify much more than thoſe of an 
hundred with us, and ſhe» the ſtars with - 
greater clearneſs. This advantage hath 
enabled them to extend the diſcoveries 
much farther than. our aſtronomers in 
Europe; for they have made a cata- 
logue of ten thouſand : fixed ftarsz 
whereas the largeſt of ours do not con- 
tain above one third part of that num- 
ber. They have likewiſe diſcovered 
two leſſer ſtars, or ſatellites, which re- 
volve about Mars, whereof\the inner- 
moſt is diſtant from the center of the 
primary planet exactly three of his di- 
ameters, and the outermoſt fivez the 
former revolves in. the ſpace of ten 
hours, and the latter in twenty-one and 
a half: ſo that the ſquares of their pe- 
riodical times are very near in the ſame 
proportion with the cubes of their diſ- 
tance from the center of Mars; which 
evidently ſhews them to be governed 
by the ſame law of gravitation that in- 
ences the other heavenly bodies. 

They have obſerved ninety-three dif- 
ferent comets, and ſettled their periods 
with great exactneſs. If this be true, 
(and they affirm it with great confi- 
dence) it is much to be wiſhed that their 
obſervations were made publick, where- 
by the theory of comets, which at pre- 
ſent is very lame and defeclive, might 
be brought to the ſame perfection with 
other parts of a{tronomy. | 

The king would be the moſt abſo- 
lute pr:ace in the univerſe, if he could 
but prevail on a miniſtry to join with 
him; but theſe have their eſtates below 
on the continent, and conſidering that 
the office of a favourite hath a very un- 
certain tenure, would never conſent to 
the enſlaving their country. 

If any town ſhould engage in rehel- 
lion and mutiny, fall into violent fac- 
tions, or refule to pay the uſual tribute, 
the king hath two methods of reducin 
them to obedience. The firſt and the 
mildeſt courſe is by keeping the iſland 
hovering over ſuch a town, and the 
lands about it, whereby he can deprive 
them of the benefit of the ſun and the 
rain, and conſequently affli & the inha- 
bitants with death — diſeaſes. And 


if the crime deſerve it, they are at the 
fame time pelted from above with great 
fence 


* 
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fence but by creeping into cellars or 


caves, while the roofs of their houſes 


ure beaten to pieces. But if they ſtill 


continve obſtinate, or offer to raiſe in- 
ſurrections, he proceeds to the laſt re- 
medy, by letting the iſland drop dire&- 
Iy upon their Led, which makes a 


_ univerſal deſtruction both of houſes and 


men. However, this is an extremity to 
which the prince is ſeldom driven, nei- 
ther 1 is he willing to put it in 
execution, nor dare his miniſters adviſe 
him to an action which, as it would 
render them odious to the people, ſo it 
would be a great damage to their own 
eſtates, which lie all below, for the 
iſland is the king's demeſne. 

But there is flill indeed a more 
"weighty reaſon why the kings of this 
country have been always averſe from 


executing ſo terrible an action, unleſs” 


upon the utmoſt neceſſity: for if the 
town intended to be deſtroyed ſhould 
have in it any tall rocks, as it generally 
falls out in the larger cities, a ſituation 
probably choſen at firſt with a view to 
=; ſuch a cataſtrophe; or if it a- 

und in high ſpires, or pillars of ſtone, 
a ſudden fall might endanger the bot- 
tom or under. ſurface of the iſland ; 
which although it conſiſts, as I have 
ſaid, of one entire adamant, two hun- 
dred yards thick, might happen to crack 
by too great a ſhock, or burſt by ap- 
proaching too near the fires from the 
Houſes below, as the backs both of iron 
and ſtone will often do in our chimnies, 
Of all this the people are well apprized, 
and underſtand how far to carry their 
obſtinacy, where their liberty or pro- 


N perty is concerned, And the king, when 


e is higheſt provoked, and mott deter- 
mined to preſs a city to rubbiſh, orders 
the iſland to deſcend with great gentle- 
neſs, out of a pretence of tenderneſs to 
his people, but indeed for fear of break- 
ing the adamantine bottom; in which 

cale, it is the opinion of all their phi- 
loſophers, that the load-ftone could no 
longer hold it up, and the whole maſs 
would fall to the ground. 
By a fundamental law of this realm, 
neither the king, nor either of his two 
elder ſons, are permitted to leave the 
iſland; nor the queen, till ſhe is paſt 
child-bearing. 


e. 
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" DESCRIPTION OF THE METROPO- 
LIS, AND THE COUNTRY'ADJorN- 
ING=—THE AUTHOR HOSPITABLY 
© RECEIVED BY A "GREAT LoD 
HIS, CONVERSATION WITH THAT 
LORD.- WW: 


A HOU GH I cannot ſay that I 
was ill treated in this iſland, yet 
I muſt confeſs I thought myſelf ioo 
much neglected, not without ſome de- 
gree of contempt. For neither prince 
nor people appeared to be curious in 
any part of knowledge except mathema- 
ticks and muſick, wherein I was far 
their inferior, and upon that account 
very little regarded. 

On the other ſide, after having ſeen 
all the curioſities of the iſland, I was 
very deſirous to leave it, being heartily 
weary of thofe people. They were in- 
deed excellent in two feiences for which 
I have great eſteem, and wherein I am 
not unverſed ; but at the ſame time ſo 
abſtracted and involved in ſpeculation, 
that I never met with ſuch difagreeable 
companions. I converſed only with wo- 
men, tradeſmen, flappers, and court- 
Paget, during two months of my abode 

ere, by which, at laſt, I rendered myſelf 
extremely contemptible, yet theſe were 
the only people from whom I could ever 
receive a reaſonable anſwer, 

I had obtained, by hard ſtudy, a good 
degree of knowledge in their language; 
I was weary of being confined to an 
iſland where I received ſo little counte- 
nance, and reſolved to leave it with the 
firſt opportunity. 

There was a t lord at court, 
nearly related to the king, and for that 
reaſon alone uſed with reſpect. He was 
univerſally reckoned the moſt ignorant 
and ſtupid perſon among them. He had 
performed many eminent ſervices for 
the crown, had great natural and ac- 
quired parts, adorned with integrity and 
honour, but ſo ill an ear for muſick, 
that his detractors reported he had been 
often known to beat time in the wrong 
place; neither could his tutors, without . 
extreme difficulty, teach him to demon- 
ſtrate the moſt eaſy propoſition in the 
mathematicks. He was pleaſed to ſhew 
me many marks of favour, often did me 
the honour of a viſit, defired to be in- 
formed in the affairs of Europe, the laws 
and cuſtoms, the manners and learning, 


of the ſeveral countries where I bad 


travelled, He liſtened to-me with great 
attention, and made very wiſe obſerva. 
tions on all I ſpoke, "He had two flap. 


* 
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attending him for ftate, but never 
ns uſe hem, except at court and in 
viſits of ceremony, and would always 
command them to withdraw when we 
were alone together, 

I intreated this illuſtrious perſon to 
intercede in my behalf with his majeſty 
for leave to depart ; which he accord- 
ingly did, as he was pleaſed to tell me, 
with regret; for indeed he had made 
me ſeveral offers very advantageous, 
which however I refuſed with expreſ- 
fions of the higheſt acknowledgment. 

On the 16th day of February I took 
leave of his majeſty and the court. The 
king made me a preſent to the value of 
about two hundred pounds Engliſh, 
and my protector, his kinſman, as much 
more, together with a letter of recom- 
mendation to a friend of his in Lagado, 
the metropolis: the iſland being then 
hovering over a mountain about two 
miles from it, I was let down from the 
loweſt gallery in the ſame manner as 1 
had been taken up. 

The continent, as far as it is ſubje& 
to the monarch of the Flying Iſland, 
paſſes under the general name of Balni- 
barbi, and the metropolis, as I ſaid be- 
fore, is called Lagado. I felt ſome little 
ſatisfaction in finding myſelf on firm 
ground. I walked to the city without 


any concern, being clad like one of the 


natives, and ſufficiently inſtructed to 
converſe with them. I ſoon found out 
the perſon's houſe to'whom I was re- 
commended, preſented my letter from 
his friend the grandee in the iſland, and 
was received with much kindneſs. This 
great lord, whoſe name was Munodi, 
ordered me an apartment in his own 
houſe, where I continued * wy 
ſtay, and was entertained in a moſt hoſ- 
pitable manner. 

The next morning after my arrival, 
he took me in his chariot to ſee the 
town, which is about half the bigneſs 
of London, but the houſes very ſtrange- 
woot, and molt of them out of repair. 

he people in the ſtreets walked faſt, 
looked wild, their eyes fixed, and were 
generally in rags. We paſſed through 
one of the town-gates, and went about 
three miles into the country, where I 
ſaw many labourers working with ſeve- 
ral ſorts of tools in the ground, but was 
not able to conjecture what they were 
about; neither did I obſerve any expec- 
tation either of corn or graſs, although 
the ſoil appeared to be excellent, I 
could not forbear admiring at theſe odd 


" 


—— 2 


Fo 


appearances both in town and country, x 
and I made bold to defire my con- 


ductor, that he would be pleaſed to ex. 
plain to me what could be meant by fo 
many buſy heads, hands, and faces, 


* 


both in the ſtreets and the fields, be- 


caufe I did not diſcover any good ef- 


fects they produced; but, on the con- 
trary, I never knew a ſoil ſo unhappily 
cultivated, houſes ſo ill contrived, and 
ſo ruinous, or a 
nances and habit exprefſed ſo much 
miſery and want. | 

This Lord Munodi was a perſon of 
the firſt rank, and had been ſome years 


governor of Lagado ; but hy a cabal of 


miniſters was diſcharged for inſufficien- 


cy. However, the king treated him with 


renderneſs, as a well meaning man, but 
of a low contemptible underſtanding. 


When I gave that free cenſure of the 


country, and it's inhabitants, he made 
no farther anſwer, than by telling me 
that I had not been long enough amon 
them to form a judgment, and that 
different nations of the world had dif- 
ferent cuſtoms; with other common to- 
picks to the ſame purpoſe. But when 
we returned to his palace, he aſked me 
how TI liked the building, what abſurdi- 
ties I obſerved, and what quarrel I had 
with the dreſs and looks of his domelſ- 
ticks. This he might ſafely do, be- 
cauſe every thing abeut him was mag< 
nificent, regular, and polite. I anſwer. 
ed, that his excellency's prudencey/qua- 
Iity, and fortune, had exempted” him 
from thoſe defects which folly and beg- 
ry had produced in others. He ſaid, 
if I would go with him to his country 
houſe, about twenty miles diſtant, where 
his eſtate lay, there would be more lei- 
ſure for this kind of converſation. I 
told his excellency, that I was entirely 
at his diſpoſal; and accordingly we ſet 
out next morning. | 
Doring our journey, he made we 
obſerve the ſeveral methods uſed by 
farmers in managing their lands, which 
to me were wholly unaccountable; for, 
except in ſome very few places, I could 
not diſcover one ear of corn or blade of 
graſs. But, in three hours travelling, 
the ſcene was wholly altered ; we came 


into a moſt beautiful country; farmers 
houſes at ſmall diſtances; neatly built; - 


the fields incloſed, containing vineyards, 
corn-grounds, and meadows. Neither 
do I remember to have ſeen a more de- 
lightful proſpect. His excellency ob- 


ſeryed my countenance to clear up; he | 
| "5 told 
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ple whoſe counte- 
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told me with a fh, that there his ef- 


tate began, and would continue the 


ſame till we ſhould come to his houſe; 


that his countrymen ridiculed and 


os 


deſpiſed him for managing his affairs no 
better, and for ſetting ſo ill an example 
to the kingdom, which however was 
followed by very few, ſuch as were old, 
and wilful, and weak, like himſelf. 
We came at length to the houſes 
which was indeed à noble ſtructure, 
built according to the beſt rules of an- 
cient architecture. The fountains, 
gardens, walks, avenues, and groves, 
were all diſpoſed with exact judgment 


and taſte. I gave due praiſes to every 


thing I ſaw; whereof his excellency 
took not the leaſt notice till after ſup- 
per, when, there being no third com- 
22 he told me, with a very me- 
ancholy air, that he doubted he muſt 
throw down his houſes in town and 
country, to rebuild them after the pre- 


ſent mode, - deſtroy all his plantations, 


and caſt others in ſuch a form as mo- 
dern uſage required, and give the ſame 
directions to all his tenants, unleſs he 
would ſubmit-to incur the cenſure of 
pride, ſingularity, affectation, ignor- 
ance, caprice, and perhaps inęręaſe his 
majeſty's diipleaſure. 
That the admiration I appeared to be 
under would eeaſe or diminiſh, when he 
had informed me of ſome particulars, 
which probably I never heard of at 
court; the people there being too much 
taken up in their own ſpeculations, to 
have regard to what paſſed here below. 
The ſum of his diſcourſe was to this 
effect: that about forty years ago, cer- 
tain perſons went up to Laputa, either 
upon buſineſs or diverſion, and after 
five months continuance, came back 
with a very little ſmattering in mathe- 
maticks, but full of volatile ſpirits ac- 
quired in that airy region. I hat theſe 
rſons upon their return began to 
diſlike the management of every thing 
below, and fell into ſchemes of- put- 
ting all arts, ſciences, languages, and 
mechanicks upon a new foot. To this 
end, they procured a royal patent for 


erecting an academy of projectors in 


Lagado; and the humour prevailed fo 
ſtrongly among the people, that there 
is not a town. of any conſequence in 


the kingdom without ſuch an academy. 

-In theſe colleges, the profeſſors con- 

trive new rules and methods of Agri- 

- culture and e and new inſtru- 
or 


ments and tools 


all trades and 
el: - «4 1 a . 


well with the court, and preſſed by ma- 


manufactures; whereby, as they un- 
dertake, one man ſhall do the work of 
ten ; a palace may be builtin a week, 
of materials ſo durable, as to laſt for 
ever without iring; all the fruits 
of the earth ſhall come to maturity at 
whatever ſeaſon we think fit to chuſe, 
and increaſe an hundred fold more than 
they do at preſent, with innumerable 
other happy propoſals, "The only in- 
convenience is, that none of theſe pro- 
jects are yet brought to perfection, and 
in the mean time the whole country lies 
miſerably weſte, the houſes in ruins, 
and the people without food or cloaths. 
By all which, inſtead of being difcou- 
raged, they are fifty times more vio- 
lently bent upon 8 their 
ſchemes, driven equally on hy hope and 
deſpair ; that as for himſelf, being not 
of an enterprizing ſpirit, he was con- 
tent to go on in the old forms, to live 
in the houſes his anceſtors had built, 
and act as they did in every part of life 
without innovation ; that ſome few other 
perſons of quality and gentry had done 
the ſame, but were looked on with an 
eye of contempt and ill-will, as ene- 
mies to art, ignorant and ill common- 
wealthſmen, preferring their own eaſe 
and ſloth before the general improve- 
ment of their country. 

His lordſhip added, that he would 
not by any farther particulars prevent 
the pleaſure I ſhould certainly take in 
viewing the grand academy, whither 
he was reſolved 1 ſhould go. He only 
deſired me to obſerve a ruined building 
upon the fide of a mountain about three 
miles diſtant, of which he gave me 
this account: that he had a very con- 
venient mill within half 'a mile of his 
houte, turned by a current from a large 
ri ver, and ſutficient for his own family, 
as well as a great number of his te- 
nants; that, about ſeven years ago, a 
club of thole projectors came to him 
with propoſals to deſtroy this mill, and 
build another'on the fide of that moun- 
tain, on the long ridge, whereof a long 
canal muſt be cut tor a repolitory of 
water to he conveyed up by pipes and 
engines to ſupply the mill ; becauſe the 
wind and air upon ati height agitated 
the water, and thereby 'made it fitter 
for motion; and becauſe the water, 


deſcending down a declivity, would 


turn the mill with half the current of 
a river, whoſe courſe is more upon 2 
level, He ſaid, that being then not very 


ny 
0 


uy of his friends, he cqmplied with 
the propoſal ; and, after employing an 
hundred men for two years, the work 
miſcarried, the projectors went off, lay- 
ing the blame entirely upon him, rail- 
ing at him ever ſince, and putting 
others upon the ſame experiment, with 
equal affurance of ſucceſs, as well as 
equal diſappointment. 

In a few days we came back to town, 
and his excellency, confidermg the bad 
character he had in the academy, would 
not, go with me himſelf, but recom- 
mended me to a friend of his to bear 
me company thither-. My lord was 
pleaſed to repreſent me as a great ad- 
mirer of projects, and a perſon of much 
curioſity and eaſy belief; which, indeed, 
was not without truth, for I had my- 
ſelf been a ſort of projector in my 
younger days, 


CHAP. V. 


THE AUTHOR PERMITTED TO SEE 
THE GRAND ACADEMY OF LAGA- 
DO— THE ACADEMY  LARGBLY 
DESCRIBED—THE ARTS WHERE- 
IN THE PROFESSORS EMPLOY 
THEMSELVES, | 


HIS academy is not an entire 

fingle building, but a continua- 
tion of ſeveral houſes on both ſides of 
a ſtreet, which growing waſte was pur- 
chaſed and applied to that uſe. 

J was received very kindly by the 
warden, and went for many days to 
the academy. Every room hath in it 
one or more projectors, and I believe I 
could not be in fewer than five hundred 
rooms. 

The firſt man I ſaw was of a mea 
aſpect, with ſooty hands and face, his 
hair and beard long, ragged, and finged 
in ſeveral places: his clothes, ſhirt, 
and ſkin, were all of the ſame colour. 
He had been eight years upon a project 
for extracting ſun- beams out of cu- 
cumbers, which were to be put into 
vials hermetically ſealed, and let out to 
warm the air in raw inclement ſum- 
mers. He told me, he did not doubt, 
in eight years more, he ſhould be able 
to ſupply the governor's gardens with 
ſunſhine at a reaſonable rate; but he 


complained that his ſtock was low, and 


intreated me to give him ſomething as 
an encouragement to ingenuity, eſpe- 
cially fince this had been a very dear 
ſeaſon for cucumbers. I made him a 


ſmall preſent, for my lord had furgiſh- 
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4 
ed me with money on pu becauſe 
he knew their — gging from 
all ho go to ſee them. 

J went into another chamber; but 
was ready to haſten back, being almoſt 
overcome with a horrible ſtink. My 
conductor preſſed me forward, conjur- 
ing me in a whiſper to. give no otfence, 
which would be highly reſented; and 
therefore I durit not ſo muchas to ftop 
my noſe, The projector of this cell 
was the moſt ancient ſtudent of the aca- 
demy : his face and beard were of a 
pale yellow, his hands and cloaths 
daubed over with filth. When I was 
preſented to him, he gave me a very cloſe 
embrace, (a compliment I could well 
have excuſed.) His employment, from 
his firſt coming into the academy, was 
an operation to reduce human excrement 
to it's original food, by ſeparating the 
ſeveral parts, removing the tin&ure 
which it receives from the gall, maki 
the ordure exhale, and (cumming of 
the ſaliva. He had a weekly allow- 
ance from the ſociety, of a veſſel filled 
with human ordure, about the bigneſs 
of a Briſtol barrel. | 


I law another at work to calcine ice 


into gun- powder; who likewiſe ſhewed 
me a treatiſe he had written concerning 
the malleability of fire, which he in- 
tended to publith. 

There was a moſt ingenious archi- 
tect, who had contrived a new method 
tor building houſes, by beginning at 
the roof and working downwards to 
the foundation, which he juſtified to 
me by the like practice of thoſe two 
prudent inſets the bee and the ſpider. 

There was a man born blind, who 
had ſeveral apprentices in his own con- 
dition : their employments was to mix 
colours for painters, which their maſter 
taught them to diſtinguilh by feeling 
and ſmelling, It was indeed my mis- 
fortune to find them at that time not 
very 22 in their leſſons, and the 
profeſſor himſelf happened to be gene- 
rally miſtaken: this artiſt is much en- 
couraged and eſteemed by the whole 
fraternity, 

In another apartment I was highly 
pleaſed with a projector, who had found 
a device of ploughing the ground with 
hogs to ſave the charges of ploughs, 
cattle, and labour. he method is 


this: in an acre of ground you b 
at fix inches diſtance, and 3 
a quantity of acorns, dates, cheſnuts, 


and other maſts or vegetables, whereof 


* 


N 


* 


theſe animals, are fondeſt ; then you 
rive ſix hundred or more of them 
e field, where in a few days m4 
will root up the whole ground in ſearc 
of their food, and it fit for ſow- 
ing, at the ſame time manuring it with 
their dung. It is true, upon experi- 
t. they found the charge and trou · 
ble v great, and they had little or no 


crop: however, it is not doubted, that 


this invention may be capable of great 
t. | 
| — into another room where the 


walls and cieling were all hung round 


with cobwehs, except a narrow paſſage 
for the artiſt to hh and out, At my 


entrance he called aloud to me not to 


diſturb his webs. He lamented the fa- 
tal miſtake the world had been ſo lon 
in, of uſing filk-worms, while we h 
ſuch plenty of domeſtick inſets, who 
infinitely excelled the former, becauſe 
the N how to —— no 
by — oo the charge of 
Aying filks would be wholly ſaved, 
whereof I was fully convinced, when he 
ſhewed me a vaſt number of flies moſt 
beautifolly coloured, wherewith he fed 
his _ aſſuring us, that the webs 
would take a tincture from them; and 
as he had them of all hues, he hoped 
to fit every body's fancy as ſoon as he 
could find proper food for the flies of 
certain gums, oils, and other glutinous 
matter, to give a ſtrength and conſiſt - 
ence to the — 

There was an aſtronomer who had 
undertaken to place a ſun · dial upon the 

t weather - cock on the town-houſe, 

—— the annual and -diurnal 
motions of the earth and ſun, ſo as to 
anſwer and coincide with all accidental 
turnings of the wind. n 

I was complaining of a ſmall fit of 
the colick, upon which my conductor 
led me into a room, where a great phy- 
fician gelided, who was famous for cur- 
ing that diſeaſe by contrary operations 
from tbe ſame inſtrument, He had a 
large pair of bellows, with a long flen- 
der muzzle of ivory. This he convey- 
ed eight inches up the anus, and draw- 
ing in the wind, he affirmed he could 
make the guts as lank as a dried blad- 
der. But when the diſeaſe was more 
fubborn and violent, he let in the 
muzzle, while the bellows were full of 
wind, which he diſcharged into the 


.. body of the patient, then withdrew the 
inſtrument 


to repleniſh it, clappiog his 
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thumb. ſtrongly againſt the orifice of 
the ſundament; and this being repeat= 
ed three or four times, the adventitious 


wind would ruſh out, bringing the 


noxious along with it (like water put 


into a pump) and the patient recover. 


I ſaw him try both experiments upon 
a dog, but could not diſcern any elect. 
from the former. After the latter, the 
animal was regdy to burſt, and made 
ſo violent a diſcharge, as was. very of- 
fenfive to me and my . companions. 
The dog died on the ſpot, and we left 
the doctor endeavouring to recover him 
by the ſame operation. 

I viſited many other apartments, but 
ſhall not trouble my reader with all 
the curioſities I obſerved, being ſtu- 
dious of brevity, 4 

I had hitherto ſeen only one fide of 
the academy, the other being  appro- 
Frome to the adyancers of n 
earning, of whom I ſhall ſay ſome 
thing when I have mentioned ane illuſ- 
trious perſon more, who is called among 
them the univerſal artift. He told us, 
he had been thirty years employing hig 
thoughts for the improvement of hu- 
man life. He had two large rooms 
full of wonderful curioſities, and fifty 
men at work, Some were candenſin 
air into a dry tangible ſubſtance, b 
extracting the nitre, and letting the 
aqueous or fluid particles percolate ; 
others ſoftening marble for pillows and 
pincuſhions, others petrifying the hooſs 
of a living horſe to preſerve them from 
foundering. The artiſt himſelf was at 
that time buſy upon two great deſigns: 
the firſt to ſow land with chaff, wherein 
he affirmed the true ſeminal virtue to be 
contained, as he demonſtrated by ſeve- 
ral experiments, which I was not {kil- 
ful enough to comprehend; the other 
was, by a certain compoſition of gums, 
minerals, and vegetables outwardly ap- 
plied, to prevent the growth of wool 
upon two young lambs, and he hoped 
in a reaſonable time to propagate the 
_ of naked ſheep all over the king- 

m. 
| We croſſed a walk to the other part 
of thy 22 where, as 1 — al- 
ready ſaid, the projectors in ſpeculative 
learnin n "Y 

The firſt profeſſor I ſaw was ina very 
large room, with forty pupils about 
him. After ſalutation, obſerving me 
to look earneſtly upon a frame, which 
took up the greateſt part of both the 


__ 


« 


defeat I might wonder to fee him 
ployed in a project for 2 
eculative knowledge by practical an 
mechanical operations. But the world 
would ſoon be ſenſible of it's uſeful- 
neſs, and he flattered himſelf that a 
more noble exalted thought never ſprung 
in any other man's head, Every one 
knew how laborious the uſual method 
is of attaining to arts and ſciences 
whereas by his contrivance the mo 
ignorant perſon, at a reaſonable charge, 
and with a little bodily labour, may 
write books in philoſophy, poetry, po- 
liticks, law, mathematicks, and theo- 
logy, without the leaſt aſſiſtance from 
genius or fludy, He then led me to 
the frame, about the ſides whereof all 
his pupils ſtood in ranks. It was twen- 
ty feet ſquare, placed in the middle of 
the room. The ſuperficies was com- 
poſed of ſeveral bits of wood, about 
the bigneſs of a dye, but ſome larger 
than others. They were all linked to- 
gether by lender wires. Theſe bits of 
wood were covered on every ſquare with 
paper paſted on them, and on theſe 
papers were written all the words of 
their language in their ſeveral moods, 
tenſes, and declentions, hut without 
any order. The profeſſor then deſired 
me to obſerve, for he was going to ſet 
his engine at work. The pupils at his 
command took each of them hold of an 
iron handle, whereof there were forty 


fixed round the edges of the frame; 


and giving them a ſudden turn, the 
whole diſpoſition of the words was en- 
tixely changed, He then commanded 
fix and thirty of the lads to read the ſe- 
veral lines ſoftly as they appeared upon 
the frame; and where they found three 
or four words together that might make 
part of a ſentence, they dictated to the 
four remaining boys, who were ſcribes. 
This work was repeated three or four 
times, and at every turn the engine 
was fo contrived, that the words ſhifted 
into new places, as the ſquare bits of 
wood moved upſide down. | 
Six, hours a day the young ſtudents 
were employed in this labour, and the 
feſſor ſhewed me ſeveral volumes in 
arge folio already collected, of broken 
ſentences, which he intended to piece 
. and out of thoſe rich mate - 
$ to give the world a compleat body 
of all arts and ſeiences ; which, how- 
ever, might be ſtill e and much 
expedited, if the pubſic would raiſe a 
fand for making and employing five 
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hundred ſuch frames in Lagado, and 
oblige the managers to contribute in 
common their ſeveral collections. 
He aſſured me, that this invention 
had employed all his thoughts from his 
youth, that he had emptied the whole 
vocabulary into his frame, and made 
the ſtricteſt computation of the general 
roportion there is in books between the 
numbers of particles, nouns, and verbs, 
and other parts of ſpeech. 7 
I made my humbleſt acknowledg- 
ment to this illuſtrious | perſon for hi 
Treat communicativeneſs, and promiſed, 
if ever I had the good fortune to return 
to my native country, that I would do 
him juſtice, as the ſole inventor of this 
wonderful machine ; the form and con- 
trivance of which I defired leave to de- 
lineate upon paper. as in the figure here 
annexed. I told him, although it were 
the cuſtom of our learned in B to 
ſteal inventions from each other, who 
had thereby at leaſt this advantage, that 
it became a controverſy which was the 
right owner, yet I would take ſuch cau- 
tion, that he ſhould have the hono 
entire without a rival. 
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We next went to the ſchool of lan- 
guages, where three profeſſors ſat in 
conſultation upon improving that of 
their own country. _ 

The firſt project was to ſhorten. diſ- 
courſe, by cutting polyſyllables into 
one, and leaving out verbs and parti- 
ciples, becauſe in reality. all he 


inable are but nowns.. "I 
he other was a ſcheme. for entirely 
N 9 words ae: and 
this was urged. as a great advantage in 
point of Baal as bot as brevity. For 
it 38 plain, that every word we ſpeak. is 
in ſome degree a diminution of our 
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eaſe as well as healt 


| hended. 
be qualified to treat with fotei 


4. 
— 


ntributes to the 1 our 
ves, An expedient was therefore of- 
Er ſince words are only names 
things, it would be more convenient 


Fer all men to carry. about them ſuch 


things 3s were neceſſary to expreſs the 
particular buſineſs they are to diſcourſe 
on. And this invention would cer- 
tainly have taken (Ach to the great 
of the fubje&, if 

women, in conjunction with the 
ulgar and illiterate, had not threatened 


'toraiſe a rebellion, unleſs they might be 


lowed the liberty to ſpeak with their 
ngues, after the manner of their an- 
ceſtors; ſuch conſtant irreconcilable ene- 
mies to ſcience are the common people. 
However, many of the moſt learned 
ang wiſe adhere to the new ſcheme of 
pteſſing themſelves by things; which 
hath only this inconvenience attending 
it, that if a; man's buſineſs be very 
tz and of variotis kinds, he muſt 

Be oblived in proportion to carry a great 
bundle of bing, upon his back, unleſs 
he can-aFord one or two ſtrong ſervants 
to attend him: I have often beheld two 
of thoſe fages almoſt finking under the 
weight of their packs, like pedlars 
among usz who; when they met in the 


the ſtreets, would lay down their loads, 


open their ſacks, and hold converſation 
for an hour together; then put up their 
implements, help each other to reſums 
their burdens, and take their leave. 
But for ſhort converſations, a man 
may carry implements in his pockets 
and under his arms, enough to ſupply 
him, and in his houſe he cannot be at 
a loſs: therefore the room where com. 
pany meet, who practiſe this art, is 
ull of all zhings ready at hand, requi- 
ſite to furniſh matter for this kind of 
artificial converſe. . 
Another great advantage ſed 
by this invention, was, that it would 
ſerve as an univerſal language to be un- 
derſtood in all civilized nations, whoſe 
goods and utenſils are generally of the 
ſame kind, or nearly reſembling, ſo 
that their uſes might eaſily be compre- 
And thus ambaſſadors would 
princes 
or mmiſters of ſtate, to whoſe tongues 
_ were utter ſtrangers. ob 
| was at the mathematical ſchool, 


Where the maſter taught bis pupils after 


= method ſcarce imaginable to us in 
Europe. The propofition. and demon- 


firation were fairly written on a thin 


* 
= 


| udent was t 
ſwallow upon a faſting ſtomach, A 
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wafer, with ink compoſed of a | 
lick tin&ture. . This the | 2 


for three days following eat nothin 
but bread and water. As the wa 

digeſted, the tincture mounted, to his 
brain, bearing, the propoſition alo 

with it. But the ſucceſs hath not hir 
therto been anſwerable, partly by ſome 
error in the quantum or compoſition, 
and partly by the perverſeneſs of lads, 
to whom this bolus is ſo nauſeous, that 
they generally ſteal aſide, and diſcharge 
it upwards before it can ate; nei- 
ther have they been yet perſuaded to uſe 
ſo _ abſtinence as the preſcription 


requires, 


C H A . VI. 

A FARTHER ACCOUNT or THR 

 ACADEMY——THE AUTHOR PRO- 
POSES SOME IMPROVEMENTS, 

WHICH ARE, HONOURABLY- A- 

by CEIVED. 4 £ 7 


IN the ſchool of political projetors 
I was but ill entertained, the pro- 
ſeſſors appearing, in my judgment, 
wholly out of their ſenſes, which is a 
{ſcene that never fails to make me me- 
lancholy, Theſe unhappy people were 
propoſing ſchemes for perſuadng mo- 
narchs to chuſe favourites upon the ſcore 
of their wiſdom, capacity and virtue; 
of teaching miniſters. to conſult the 
publick good; of rewarding meri 
reat abilities, and eminent ſervices; 
inſtructing princes to know their true 
intereſt, by placing it on the ſame foun- 
dation with that of their people: of 
chuſing for employments perſons qua- 
lied to exerciſe them, with many other 
wild impoſſible chimeras, that never 
entered before into the heart of man to 
conceive, and confirmed in int the old 
obſervation, that there is nothing ſo ex- 
travagant and irrational which ſome 
— have not maintained for 
trutn. e 
But, however, I ſhall ſo. far do juſ- 
tice to this part of the academy, as to 
acknowledge that ail of them were not 
ſo viſionary. There was a molt inge- 
nious doctor who ſeemed to be. perfect 
ly verſed in the whole nature and ſy ſtem 
of government. This illuſtrious per- 
fon bad very uſefully employed his ſtu- 
dies in bi out effettual remedies 


f ptions, 10 
for all, es and tba” 


Us 


hich the ſeytral kinds of publick ad- 


niniſtration are. ſubje& by the vices or 


infirmities of thoſe who. .govern, as 


well as; by the licentiouſneſs of thoſe 


whoare to obey. For inſtance ; whereas 
all writers. and reaſoners have agreed, 
that there is a ft& univerſal reſem- 
blance between. the natural and the po- 
ſitical body; can there be any thin 
e eyident, than that the bealth o 
both maſs bo preſeryed, and the diſeaſes 
cured by the ſame preſcriptions? It is 
allowed, that ſenates and great coun- 
cils are aften [troubled with redundant, 
ebullient, and other peccant humours, 
with many diſeaſes of the head, and 
more of the heart; with ſtrong convul- 
ſions, with grievous contractions of the 
nerves and ſinews in both hands, but 
eſpecially the right; with ſpleen, flatus, 
vertigos, and deliriums; with ſcrophu- 
lous . tumours full of foetid purulent 
matter; with ſour frothy ructations, 
with canine. appetites and crudeneſs of 
digeſtion, beſides many others needleſs 
to * This doctor rue 
| ſed, that, upon the meeting of a 
— certain phyſicians ſhould attend 
at the three firſt days of their fitting; 
and, at the cloſe of each day's debate, 
feel the pulſes of every ſenator; after 
which, having maturely conſidered, and 
conſulted upon the nature of the ſeveral 
maladies, and the methods of cure, they 
ſhould, on the fourth day, return to the 
ſenate-houſe, attended by their apothe- 
caries, ſtored with proper medicines ; 
and, before the members ſat, adminiſter 
to each of them lenitives, aperitives, ab- 
ſterſwes, corroſives, reſtringents, pallia- 
tives, laxatives, cephalalgicks, icter- 
icks, apophlegmaticks, acouſticks, as 
their ſeveral caſes required; and accord - 
ing as theſe medicines ſhould operate, 
repeat, alter, or omit them, at the nex 
meeting. | | 
This project could not be of any 
great expence to the publick, and might, 
in my poor opinion, be of much uſe for 
the diſpatch of buſineſs in thoſe coun- 
tries where ſenates have any ſhare in 
the legiſlative power, beget unanimity, 
ſhorten debates, depen a few mouths 
which are now d, and cloſe many 
more which are now open; curb the pe- 
tulaney of the young, and correct the 
poſitiveneſs of t olds rouze the ſtu - 
pid, and damp. the pert. 


-  Againz becavſe it is com- 


plaint that the favourites of princes are 
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brains in quantity or quality, among 


traubled with ſhort and weak memories, 
the ſame doctor propoſed, that whoever 
attended a firſt-miniſter, after having 
told his buſineſs. with the utmoſt bre- 
. and in the plaineſt words, ſhould 
at his departure give the ſaid miniſter a 
tweak by the noſe, or a kick in the 
belly, or tread on his corns, or lug bim 
thrice by both ears, or run a pin into his 
breech, or pinch his arm black and blue, 
to prevent forgetfulneſs ; and at every le · 
. repeat the ſame 
buſineſs were done or ablolutely refuſed, 
He hkewiſe directed, that every fer 
nator in the, great council of a nation, 
after he had delivered his opinion, and 
argued in the defence of it, ſhould be 
obliged to give his vote, directly con» 
trary z becauſe if that were done, the 
rejult would inf allibly terminate in the 
good of the publick. r keit Hm 
When parties in a ſtate are violent, 
he offered a wonderful confrivance to 
reconcile: them. The method is this: 
You take an hundred leaders af each 
party, you diſpoſe them into couples of 
ſuch whoſe heads are neareſt of a ſne g 
then let two nice operators ſaw off the 
occiput of each couple at the ſame time, 
in {uch a manner that the brain may be 
equally divided. Let the occiputs thus 
cut off be interchanged, applying each 
to the head of his oppoſite party man. 
It ſeems, indeed, to be a work that re- 
quireth ſome exactueſs, but the proſeſſor 
aſſured us, that, if it were dexterou 
performed, the eure would be infallible. 
For he argued thus; that the two half 
brains being left to debate the matter 
between themſelves within the ſpace of 
one ſkull, would ſoon come to 2 


underſtanding, and produce that mode- 
ration as well as regularity of thinking, 


ſo much to be withed for in the 


of thoſe who imagine they come into 
the world 2 to watch and govern-it's 


as to the difference of 


motion: 


thoſe who are directors in faction, the 
doctor aſſured us from his own know- 


ledge, that it was a perfeQ triſle. 


I heard a very warm debate between 
two profeſſors, about the moſt commo- 


dious and effectual ways and means of 


raiſin 


money without grieving the 
ſubject. The firſt affirmed the jutteſt 
method would be to lay a certain tax 


upon vices and folly, and the ſum fixed 


upon every man to be rated after the 
faireſt manner by a jury of his neigh- 
MN bours, 


95 
* 7 


ation, till the 


* 


e 
. 
* 
. 


conſtancy, chaſtity, goo 


broken promiſes, but impute 


_ which fide they 


W . (A 4 
* 
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bours. The ſecond was of an opinion 
directly contrary, to tax thoſe eren. 


of body and mind for which men chiefly 
- wvwaloc themſelves, the rate to be rojo 
of ex- 


or leſs according to the d 
celling, the decifion whereof ſhould be 
left entirely to their own breaſt. The 
Higheſt tax was upon men who are the 
gon favourites of the other ſex, and 
aſſeſſments according to the number 
and nature 'of the favours they have 
received; for which they are allowed 
to be their own vouchers. Wit, va- 
lour, and politeneſs, were likewiſe pro- 
oſed to be largely taxed, and collected 
in the ſame manner, by every perſon 
giving his own word for the quantum 
of what he poſſeſſed. But as to ho- 
nour, juſtice, wiſdom, and learning, 
they ſhould not be 2 * becau 
are-qualifications of ſo fingular a 
122 that no man will * age vi 
them in his neighbour, or value them 


The women were propoſed to be taxed 
according to their beauty and ſkill in 


drefling,; wherein they had the ſame 
privilege with the men, to be deter- 
mined by their own j t. 
ſenſe, and 
nature, were not rated, becauſe 
would not bear the charge of col- 


To keep ſenators in the intereſt of 
the crown, it was propoſed that the 
members ſhould raffle for employments, 
every man firſt taking an oath, and 
giving ſecurity, that he would vote for 
the court, whether he won or no; after 
-which-the-loſers had in their turn the 
liberty of raffling upon the next vacancy. 
Thus hope and expectation would 

kept alive, none would complain of 
eir diſ- 
appointments wholly to fortune, whoſe 
Ahoulders are broader and ſtronger than 
thoſe of a miniſtry. 

Another ney / 5 ſhewed me a 

paper of inſtrutions for diſcovering 
-plots and conſpiracies againſt the go- 
vernment. He adviſed great ſtateſmen 
to examine into the diet of all ſuſpected 
perſons ; their times of eating; upon 
4 ya” 2 with which 
N ey w their poſteriors; to 
take a ſtrict view of their — 
and from the colour, the ordure, the 
taſte, the conſiſtence, the crudeneſs, or 
maturity of digeſtion, form a judgment 


of their thoughts and deſigns; becauſe 
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But. 


men are never ſo feriovs, thoughtful, 
and intent, as when they are at ſtool, 
which he found by frequent experiment. 
For in ſuch conj unctures, when he uſed 
merely as a trial to conſider which was 
the beſt way of murdering the king, 
his ordure would have à tinfture of 
2 but quite different when he 
ahi only of raifing an inſurrection, 


< 


or burning the metropolis, 

The whole diſeourſe wits written 
with acuteneſs, containing many 
obſervations both curious and uſeful for 
politicians; but, as T conceived, not alto- 
gether compleat. This I ventured to 
tel} the author, and offered if he pleaſed 
to ſupply him with ſome additions. He 
received my propoſition with more com · 
pliance than is uſual among writers, 
eſpecially thoſe of the pony ſpecies, 


ng he would be glad to receive 
rther information. 

I told him, that, ſhould FT happen to 
live in a kingdom where plots and con - 
ſpiracies were either in vogue from the 
turbulency of the meaner people, or 
could be turned to the uſe and ſervice 
of the higher rank of them, I firſt 
would take care to cheriſh and encou- 
"_ the breed of difcoverers, witneſſes, 
informers, accuſers, proſecutors, evi- 
dences, ſwearers, t with their 


| ſeveral ſubſervient and ſubaltern inftru- 


ments; and, when I had a com 
tent number of them of all ſorts and ca- 
ities, I would put them under the co- 
our and conduct of ſome dextrous per- 
ſons in ſufficient power both to protect 
and reward them. Men thus qualified, 
and thus empowered, might make a 
moſt excellent uſe and advantage of 
plots; they might raiſe their own cha- 
raters, and pats for moſt profound po- 
liticians; they might reſtore new vi- 
gour to a crazy adminiſtration; they 
might ſtifle or divert general diſcon- 
tents; fill their pockets with forfeitures ; 
and advance or fink the opinion of pub- 
lick credit, as either might anſwer their 
private advantage. his might be 


done by firſt agreeing and ſettling 
among themſelves what ſuf per- 
ſons ſhould be accuſed of a plot. Then 


eſfectual care is taken to ſecure all their 
letters and papers, and put the criminal 
in ſafe and ſecure cuſtody. Theſe pa- 
pers might be delivered to a ſet of artiſts 


of dexterity ſufficient 'to find out the 


22 — fh Lone 
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aſlowed to put what interpretation t 
pleaſed upon them, giving them a fl 
not only which hath no relation at all 


to their true intent and real meaning : 
— for —_— they mays if they fo 
ney, intei a ſieve to ſignify a court - 
. a Re , an , a Foo z the 
plague, a — army; a buzzard, a 
great ſtateſman j the gout, a high prieſt; 
a chamber-pot, a committee of gran- 
dees; a broom, a revolution; a uy 
trap, an employment; a bottomleſs pit, 
a courtz a cap — 
bells, 7 favourite; a broken reed, a 
court of juſtice; an empty tun, a - 
ral; a — ſore, an 2 
But, ſhould this method fail, recourſe 
might be had to others more effectual, 
by learned men called acrofticks and 
ams. Firſt, might be found men 
of {kill and penetration, who can diſcern 
that all initial Jetters have political 
meanings; thus, N. ſhall 7 7 a plot; 
Z. a regiment of horſe; L. a fleet at 
ſea:—or, ſecondly, by tranſpoſing the 
letters of the alphabet in any ſuſpeRed 
paper, who can diſcover the deepeſt 
deſigns of a diſcontented party; ſo, 
for example, if I ſhould ſay in a letter 
to a friend, Our brother Tom has juft 
got the piles, à man of ſkill in this art 
would diſcover how the fame letters 
<2 k 4in he foll ds; R 
yſed into the following words; Re- 
plot is brought — be 
our; and this is the anagrammatick 

The profeſſor made me great ac- 
knowledgements for communicating 
theſe obſervations, and promiſed to 
make houourable mention of me in his 
treatiſe, 

I faw nothing in this country that 
could invite me to a longer continuance, 
and n to think of returning home 
to England, | 


CHAP. vi. 


THE AUTHOR LEAVES LAGADO, 
ARRIVES AT MALDONADA——NO 
SUI READY—HETAKES A SHORT 
VOYAGE TO GLUBBDUBDRIBB— 
HIS RECEPTION BY THE GOVER- 
. NOR. | 
THE continent, of which this — 4 
dom was a part, extends itſelf, 
as I have reaſon to believe, eaſtward to 


# $ee the proceedings againlt Dr. Atterbury, Biſhop of Rocheſter, State Trials, val. vi. 


to them, but even what is quite contrary hundred and fifty miles from 


poſe that ſentence may be gen 


89 
that unknown tract of America, weſt- 


ward of California, and north to the 
Pacifick Ocean, which is not above an 


* 


where there is a good port, and much 
commerce with the great iſland of 
Luggnagg, fituated to the north-weſt / 
about 29 d north latitude, and 
140 longi This ifland of Lugg- 
nagg ſtands ſouth · eaſt ward of Japan, 
about an hundred | leagues diſtant. 
There is a ſtrict alliance between the 
Japaneſe emperor and the king of 
Luggnagg, which affords frequent op- 
portunities of ſailing from one iſland 
to the other, I determined therefore 
to direct my courſe this in order 
to my return to — . I dioud two 
mules with a guide to ſhew me the 


way, and carry my ſmall . 
vs leave of my noble — 2 Who 
had ſhewn me ſo much favour, and he 
made me a generous preſent at my de- 
parture. 

My journey was without any acci- 
dent or adventure worth relating. When 
I arrived at the port of Maidonada,. 
(for ſo it is called) there was no ſhip 
in the harbour bound for Luggnagg, 
nor like to be in ſome time. The 
town is about as large as Portſmouth, 
I ſoon fell into ſome acquaintance, 
and was very hoſpitably received. A 
tleman of diſtinftion ſaid to me, 
that ſince the ſhips bound for Lugg- 
nagg could not be ready in leſs than a 
month, it might be no diſagreeable 
amuſement for me to take a trip to the 
little ifland of Glubbdubdribb, about 
five lea off to the ſouth-weſt. He 
offered himſelf and a friend to accom-. 
pany me, and that I ſhould. be provided 
with a ſmall convenient bark for the 


Glubbdubaribb, as nearly. as I can 
interpret the word, ſignifies the 1fand- 
of ſorcerers or magicians, It is about 
one third as large as the Iſle of Wight, 
and extremely fruitful: it is governed 
by the head of a certain tribe, hb 
are all magicians. This tribe marries 
only among each other, and the eldeſt 
in ſucceſſion is prince or governors, He 
hath a noble palace, and a park of 
about three thouſand acres, ſurrounded - 
by a wall of hewn' ſtone twenty feet 
high. In this park are ſeveral-{maller- 
incloſures for cattle, corn; and gar- 
dening. to gs 64: $5hox 


M 2 Tue 


SY 2 . * 
— a $0... <a 
8 1 — ka Lo - . 7 
2 _— => 2 S 


;. x 


__ 


R 


ah 
———— 
= 


= 


F IS WD 
3 = 
—_— 2 


9 a 
_ — 
a * — 


E. 1 — — — 


» 
— 
— 3 
2 c CT cm - 
DR + 
” FRO 


— 
= 0 - 
& — 


ts * Ao, 


OAT 


HS A CI © nt” Ones 


1 
7 


* of the 


— 


| when we awake on a ſudden. 


* ; | 
% 


The and his family are 
ſerved und attended by domeſticks of a 
kind ſomewhat unuſual. By his ſkill 
in necromancy, he hath à power of call - 


v2 g whom he pleaſeth from the dead, and 


** 


commanding their ſervice. for twenty- 


four hours, but no longer z nor can e 


call the ſame perſon up again in leſs than 
three months. except upon very extraor- 
dinary occaſions. 123 
- When we arrived at the iſtand, which 
was about eleven in the morning, one 
tlemen who accompanied me 
went to the governor, and deſired ad- 
mittance for à ſtranger, who came on 
& to have the honour of attend- 
ing on his bighneſs. This was immedi- 
ately granted, and we all three entered 
the gate of the palace between two rows 
of guards, armed and dreſſed after a very 


antiek manner; and ſomething in their 


countenances that made my fleſh creep 
with à horror I cannot expreſs. © 
paſſed through ſeveral apartments be- 
tween ſervants of the ſame fort, ranked 
on each ſide as before, till we came to 
the chumber of preſence; Where, after 
three 


queſtions, we were permitted to 


s 5 on three ſtools near the loweſt ſtep of 


his highneſs's throne. He underſtood 
the language of Balnibarbi, although it 
were different from that. of = iſland, 
He-defired me to give him ſome ac- 
count of my travels and to let me ſee 


that I mould be treated without cere- 


mony, he diſmiſſed all bis attendants 
with @ turn of his finger; at which, to 
my great aſtoniſhment, they vaniſhed 
in an inſtant like viſions in a dream, 
I could 
not recover myſelf in ſome time, tifl 


the governor aſſured me that I ſhould 


receive no hurt; and obſerving my to 

nions to be under no concern, 
who had been often entertained in the 
ſame manner, I began to take courage, 
and related to his 


tory of my ſeveral adventures, yet not 


without ſome heſitation, and frequent- 
ly looking behind me to the place where of 


I had ſeen thoſe domeſtick ſpectres. I 
had the honour to dine with the gover- 
nor, Where a new ſet of ghoſts ſerved 
up the meat, and waited at table, I 
now obſerved myſelf to be leſs terrified 
than Lad been in the morning. I ſtaid 
till ſun i but humbly deſired his high- 
nels to Excuſe me for not accepting hi 
invitation of lodging in the pal 


* obeiſances, and à few 


ighneſs a-ſhort hiſ-- 


3 


GULLIVER'S TRAVELS: 


two friends and I lay at a pri vate bouſe. 
in the town adjoining, which is the ca- 
pital-of this little iſland; and the next 
morning we returned to pay our duty 
to the governor, as he was. pleaſed. to 
command. us. | Tr TIO 

After this manner we continued in 
the iſland for ten days, moſt part of 
every day with the governor, and at 
night in our lodging. I ſoon. grew ſo 
familiarized to the light of ſpirits, that 
after the third or fourth time they gave 
me no emotion at all; or if Thad any ap- 
prehenſions left, my curioſity prevailed 
over them. For his -highneſs the go- 
vernor ordered me to call vp whatever 
perſons I would chuſe to name, and in 
whatever numbers, among all the dead 
from the beginning of the world to the 
preſent time, and command them to an- 
ſwer any queſtion I ſhould think fit to 


aſk, with this condition, that my queſ- 


tions muſt be confined within the com- 
paſs of the times they lived in. And 
one thing I might depend upon, that 
they would certainly tell me tryth, for 
lying was a talent of no uſe in the lower 


war 


I made my humble acknowledgments. 


to his highneſs for ſo great a favour. 
We were in a chamber, from-whence 
there was a fair proſpe& into the park. 
And, becauſe my firſt inclination was 
to be entertained with ſcenes of 
and magnificence, I defired to ſee Alex - 
ander the Great at the head of his | 
juſt after the battle of Arbela; hich 
upon a motion of the governor's finger 
immediately ap in a Jarge field 
under the window where we ſtood. A- 
lexander was called up into the room: 
it was with great difficulty that I under 
ſtood his Greek, and had but little of. 
my on. He aſſured me upon his ho- 
nour that he was not poi ſoned, but died 
of a fever by exceſſive drinking. ; 
Next I faw Hannibal paſſing the 
Alps, who told'me he had not a drop of 
vinegar in bis camp 
I ſaw Cæſar a2; þ Pompey at the h 
their troops juſt ready to engage. 
ſaw the former in his laſt great triumph. 
1 dyfired that the ſenate of Rome might 
appear before me in one large chamber, 
and an aſſembly of ſomewhat a later 
age, in counterview in another, The 
firſt ſeemed. to be an aſſembly. of heroes 
and demi · gods; the other, aknotof ped- 
lars, pick · pockets, highwaymen, and 


bullies, 
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be at my requeſt, gave 

the gn tar Czar and — . 
vance towards us. IL was ſtruck with a 
profound veneration at the ſight of Bru- 
tus, and could eahly diſcover the moſt 


conſummate. virtue, the greateſt intre- 


Pate and firmneſs of mind, the trueſt 


ove of his country, and general bene- 
volence for mankind in every lineament 
of, his countenance; I, obſerved with 
much pleaſure, that theſe two perſons 
were in good intelligence with each 
other, and Cæſar freely con ſeſſed to me, 
that the greateſt actions of his own life 
were not equal by many degrees to the 
glory of taking it away. I had the ho- 
nour to have much converſation with 
Brutus; and was told that his anceſtors 

unius, Socrates, Epaminondas, Cato 
the Younger, Sir Thomas More, and 
himielf, were l together: a 
ſextunſvirate to which all the ages of 
the world cannot add a ſeventh. | 
It would be tedious to trouble the 
reader with relating what vaſt numbers 
of illuſtrious perſons were called up to 
gratify that inſatiable deſire I had to ſee 
' the world in every. period of antiquity 
placed before me. I chiefly. fed mine 
eyes with beholding the dettroyers of ty- 
rants and uſurpers, and the reſtorers of 
liberty to opprefſed and injured nations, 
But ĩt is impoſſible to expreſs the ſatis- 
faction I received in my own mand, after 
ſuch.a manner as to make a ſuitable 
entertainment to the reader. 
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A FARTHER. ACCOUNT (OF,GLUBB= 
DUBDRIBB—ANCIENT AND Mo- 
- DERN HISTORY CORRECTED. . 
AVING a defire to ſee. thoſe an- 
cients who were moſt renowned 
or wit and learning, I ſet apart one day 
on purpoſe, I propoſed. that Homer 
and. Ariſtotle might appear at the head 
of all their commentators ; but theſe 
were ſo numerous that ſome hundreds 
were forced to attend in the court and 
outward-rooms of the palace. I knew, 
and could diſtinguiſh thoſe two heroes 
at firſt ſight, not only from. the crowd 
but from each other. Homer was the 
taller and comelier perſon of the two, 
walked very eredt Pp one of his age, 
and his, eyes were the moſt quick and 
piercing I ever beheld, Ariitotle ſtooped 


nnn 


bes 29 wraps, hs bale [and 
age was meagre, his hair lank 

thin, and his mow hollow. I foon difſ- 
covered that both of them were perfe& 
ſtrangers to the reſt of the company, 
and had never ſeen or heard of them be- 


fore. And I had a whiſper from a 


ghoſt, who ſhall be nameleſs, that theſe 
commentators always kept in the moſt 
diſtant quarters from their principals in 
the lower world, through a conikiouſ- 
neſs of ſhame and guilt, becauſe they 
had ſo horribly miſrepreſented the mean- 
ing of thoſe authors to poſterity, I in- 
troduced Didymus and Euftathivs to 
Homer, and prevailed on him to treat 
them better than perhaps they deſerved ; 
for he ſoon Arn wanted a genius 
to enter into the ſpirit of a poet. But 
Ariſtotle was out of all patience with 
the account I gave him of Scotus and 


Ramus, as I preſented them to him; and 


he aſked them, whether the reſt of the 
tribe were as great dunces as themſelves, 
I then defired the governor to call u 
Deſcartes and Gaſſendi, with whom 
prevailed to explain their ſyſtems to 
Ariſtotle, This great philoſopher frees 
ly acknowledged his own miſtakes in 
natural philoſophy, becauſe he pro- 


ceeded in many things upon conjeRurez 


as all men mutt do; and he found that 
Gaſſendi, who bad made the doctrine of 


-Epicurus as palatable as he could, and 


the Vortices of Deſcartes, were equally 
to be exploded. . He predicted the ſame 
fate to ele 


new faſhions, which would vary in every 


age; and even thoſe. who pretend to 


demonſtrate them from mathematical 
principles, would flouriſh but à hort 
period of time, and be out of v 
when that was determined. fe 
I ſpent five days in converſing wi 
many others of = ancient learned. 
ſaw moſt of the firſt Roman emperor: 
n on the governor to call 
Eliogabalus's cooks. to dreſs us a din 
ner; but they could not ſhew us wuch 
of their ſkill for want of materials. 
helot of Ageſilaus made us a dich of 
Spartan brothz but I was not ableto get 
down.a.ſecond ſpoonful... ....... 
The two gentlemen who condu 


me to the iſland, were preſſed by their f 


private affairs to return in three days, 
which I employed in ſeeing ſome of 1 

modern dead, Tho kad mate the greareh 
Wes "1 fgure 
= 


| cof the preſent 
learned were ſuch zealous aſſertors. He 
faid, that new ſyſtems of nature were bot 
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eee thice boadred "yearn 
aſt in our own and other countries of 


admirer of old illuſtrious families, I de- 
| fired the governor would call up a do- 


Aden or two of kings, with their anceſ- 


toro, in order, for eight or nine gene- 
rations, But my diſappointment was 
grievous and unexpected: for inſtead of 
a long train with royal diadems, I ſaw 
© ons family two fiddlers, three ſpruce 
courtiers, and an Italian prelate. In 
another a barber, an abbot, and two 
_ cardinals, 
tion for crowned heads to dwell any 
longer on ſo nice a ſubject. But as to 
. counts, marquiſſes, dukes, earls, and 
the like, I was not ſo ſcrupulous. And 
I confeſs it was not without ſome plea- 
fure that T found myſelf able to trace 
the jcular features by which cer- 
tain families are diſtinguiſhed, up to 
their originals. I could plainly diſco- 
ver from whence one family derives a 
Jong chin, why a ſecond hatt*abounded 
; with knaves for two generations, and 
Fools for two more; why a third hap- 
pened to be crack-brained, and a fourth 
to be bo To it came, what 
Polydore Virgil ſays of a certain great 
Ms: Nec * ortis, nec ſœmina caſta. 
How cruelty, falſhood, and cowardice, 
grew to be the characteriſticks by which 
certain families are diſtingui as 
much as by their coats of arms. Who 
firſt brought the pox into a noble houſe, 
which has lineally deſcended in ſcro- 
ulous tumours to their poſterity, 
either could I wonder at all this; 
when I ſaw ſuch an _ ion of li- 
neages, by pages, lacquies, valets, 
coachmen, gameſters, captains, and 
1 Tas cially diſguſted with modern 
hiſtory. For, having ſtrictly examined 
all the perſons of greateſt name in the 
courts-of princes for an hundred years 
paſt, I found how the world had been 
miſled by proſtitute writers to aſcribe 
teſt exploits in war to cowards, 
the wiſeſt counſel to fools, ſincerity to 
flatterers, Roman virtue to 8 of 
their country, piety to atheiſts, chaſti 
to — ts informers. How 
many innocent and excellent perſons had 
been condemned to death or baniſh- 
ment, by the practiſing of great mini- 
ſters upon the corruption of judges, and 
the malice of faftion. How many vil- 
lains had been exalted to the higheſt 


Cy - 


z and having been always a great 


I have too great a venera- 
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great a ſhare in the mo- 
tions and events of courts, councils, 
and' ſenates, might be challenged by 
bawds, whores, pimps, paraſites, and 
buffoons. How low an opinion 1 had 
of human wiſdom and integrity, when 
I was truly informed of the ſprings and 
motives of great en izes and revo-' 
lutions in the world, and of the con- 
temptible accidents to which they owed 
their ſucceſs! | 


Here I diſcovered the and 
ignorance of thoſe who pretend to write 
anecdotes, or ſecret hi ; who fend 


ſo many kings to their graves with a 
cup of poiſon ; will repeat the diſcourſe 
between a prince and chief miniſter, 
where no witneſs was by; unlock the 
thoughts and cabinets of ambaſſadors 
and ſecretaries of ſtate, and have the 

ual misfortune to be miſtaken, 
Irre I diſcovered the true cauſes of 
many great events that have ſurprized 
the world ; how a whore can govern 
the back-ſtairs, the back ſtairs a coun · 


cil, and the council a ſenate. A gene- 
ral confeſſed in m ence, that he 
got a victory purely by the force of 


cowardice and ill conduct: and an ad- 
mira], that for want of proper intelli- 
nce, he beat the enemy to whom he 
intended to betray the fleet. Three 
kings ſted to me, that in their 
whole reigns they did never once pref: 
any perſon of merit, unleſs by miſtake, 
or treachery of ſome miniſter in whom 
they confided : neither would they do 
it, if they were to live again ; and they 
ſhewed with great ſtrength of reaſon, 
that the royal throne could not be ſup- 
ported without corruption, becauſe that 
politive, confident, reftive temper, which 
virtue infuſed into man, was a perpetual 
clog to publick buſineſs. 0 
had the — to enquire in a 
particular manner, by what method 
t numbers had procured to them- 
elves high titles of honour, and prodi - 
gious eſtates ; and I confined my enqui- 
ry to a very modern period: however, 
without 3 preſent times, be - 
cauſe I would be ſure to give no offence 
even to foreigners (for I the reader 
need not be told that I do not in the 
leaſt intend my own country in what I 
ſay upon this occaſion) a great number 
of perſons concerned were called up, and 
upon a very flight examination difco- 
yered ſuch a ſcene of infamy, that I 
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cannot reflect 
tiouſneſs. Perjury, oppreſſion, ſubor- 
nation, fraud, pandariſm, and the 
like 3 were amongſt the moſt 


it without ſome ſe- 


excuſable arts they had to mention, and 
for theſe I gave, as it was reaſonable, 
great allowance, But when ſome con- 
fed they owed' their greatneſs and 
wealth to ſodomy or inceſt; others to 
the proſtituting of their own wives and 
daughters ;; others to the betraying their 
country or their prince 3 ſome to poi- 
ſoning, more to t NN of ſuſ- 
tice, in order to deſtroy the innocent: 
I hope I may be pardoned, if theſe diſ- 
coveries inclined me a little to abate of 
that profound veneration _ * 
natural to to perſons of high 
rank, who ooght to be treated with the 
utmoſt reſpe& due to their ſublime dig- 
nity, by us their inferiors. 

{ had often read of ſome great ſer- 
vices done to princes and ſtates, and 
defired to ſee the 
ſervices were performed, Upon enquiry, 
Lens told that their names were to be 
found on no record, except a few of 
them whom hiftory hath repreſented as 
the vileſt es and traitors, As to 
the reſt, I had never once heard of them, 
They all appeared with dejected looks, 
and in the meaneſt habit, moſt of them 


telling me died in poverty and 
diſgrace, and the reſt on a ſcaffold or a 


Among the reſt, there was one per- 
ſon whoſe caſe appeared a little ſingu- 
lar. He had a youth about eighteen 
years old ſtanding by his fide. He told 
me he had for many years been com- 
mander of a ſhip, and in the ſea-fight 
at Actium, the good fortune to 
break through the enemy's great line 
of battle, fink three of their capital 
ſhips, and take a fourth, which was 
the ſole cauſe of Antony's flight, and 
of the victory that enſued; that the 
youth ſtanding by him, his only fon, 
was killed in the action. He added, 
that upon the confidence of ſome merit, 
the war being at an end, he went to 
Rome, and ſolicited at the court of 
Auguſtus to be preferred to a greater 
ſhip, whoſe commander had been kill- 
ed; but without any regard to his 

retenhons, it was given to a youth 
who had never ſeen the ſea, the fon of 
Libertina, who waited on one of the 
emperor's miſtreſſes. Returning back 
to his own veſſel, he was charged with 


A 


rſons. by whom theſe _ 


negle& of duty, and the ſhip given to 
. — page of Publicols, The vice · 


admiral; whereupon he retired to a 


r farm, at a great ance from 
ome, and there ended his life. 
ſo curious to know the truth of this 
ſtory, that I defired 
called, who was admiral in that fight. 
He appeared, and confirmed the w 
account, but with much more advan- 
tage to the captain, whoſe modeſty had 


extenuated or concealed a great part of - 


his merit. 
I was ized to find corruption 
grown fo high and fo quick in that em- 


pire, by the force of luxury fo lately 


introduced, which made me leſs won- 
der at man 
countries, w vices of all kinds have 
reigned ſo much longer, and where the 
whole praiſe as well as pillage hath been 
en by the chief commander, who 
perhaps had. the leaſt title to either. 
As every perſon called up made ex- 
actly the ſame appearance he had done 
in the world, it gave me melancholy 
reflections, to oblerve how much the 
race of haman kind was degenerated 


among us, within theſe hundred years 


paſt, How the pox, under all it's con- 
ſequences and denominations, had al- 
tered every lineament of an Engliſh 
countenance, ſhortened the ſize of bo- 
dies, unbraced the nerves, relaxed the 
ſinews and muſcles, introduced a fal- 
low complexion, and rendered the fleſh 
looſe and rancid. " J 

I deſcended ſo low, as to defire that 
ſome Engliſh yeomen of the old ſtamp 
might be ſummoned to appear, on G 
famous for the ſimplicity of their man- 
ners, diet, and dreſs, for juſtice in their 
dealings, for their true ſpirit of liber- 
ty, for their valour and love of their 
country, Neither could I be wholly 
unmoved, after comparing the living 
with the dead, when I confidered how 
all theſe pure native virtues were proſti- 
tuted for a piece of money by their 
grand-children, who in ſelling their 
votes, and managing at elections, have 
acquired every vice and corruption that 
can poſſibly be learned in a court. 
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T HE. day of our departure being 
come, I took Age bis bake 
bels, the governor of Glubbdubdrib, 

and returned with my two companions 

to Maldonada, where, after à fort- 
night's waiting, a ſhip. was ready to 
ail for Luggnagg. The two — 
men, and ſome others, were me- 
rous and kind as to furniſh, me with 

_  proviſians, and ſee me on board. I was 

a month in this voyage. We had one 

violent ſtorm, and were under a, ne» 
ty of ſteering weſtward to get into 

trade-wind, which holds for abov 
ty leagues. On the 21ſt of Apri 

21708, we ſailed into the river Clumeg- 

nig, which is a ſea-port town, at the 

ſouth-eaſt point of Luggnagg. We 
caſt anchor within a league of the town, 
and made a ſignal for a pilot. Two of 

came on board in leſs than half 
an hour, by whom we were guided be- 
tween 1 ſhoals and roc 5 which 

are very dangerous in a paſſage to a 

large baſon, where a fect rs in 

afety within a cable's length of the 
town- wall. 
Some of our ſailors, whether out of 
treac or inadvertence, had inform- 
end the pilots that I was a ſtranger, and 

4 great traveller whereof thele gave 

notice to a cuſtom-houſe officer, by 

whom I was examined very ſtrictly upon 

my landing. This officer ſpoke to me 
in the language of Balnibarbi, which 
by the force of much commerce is 

nerally underſtood in that town, eſpe · 

2 by ſeamen, and thoſe employed 

in cuſtoms. I gave him a ſhort 

account of ſome particulars, and made 

my as plauſible and conſiſtent as I 

could; but I thought it neceſſary to diſ- 

gui my country, and call myſelf an 
Hander, becauſe my intentions were 


for Japan, and I knew the Dutch were 


the only Europeans itted to 

into that kingdom. I therefore told the 
officer, that having been ſhipwrecked 
on the coaſt of Balnibarbi, and caſt on 
a rock, I was received up into Laputa, 
or the flying iſland, (of which he had 
- often heard 1 was om r 

to get to Japan, from whence 

a A find a convenience of returning 
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to my, own country., The, officer faid, 
I muſt he con hel Fil he. could receive 
orders from court, for which In 
write n and hoped to receive 


* 


an anſwer in Aa ortvight. 1 was. 8 
1 


ried. to à convenient lodging, wi 

ſentry placed at the door; however, I 
had the liberty of a large garden, and 
was treated with humanity enough, be- 
ing maintained all tne time at the king's 


charge. I was invited by ſeveral per- 


ſons, chiefly out. of curioſity, becauſe 
it was reported that I came from coun- 
tries very remote, of which they had 
ene ane 
I hired a young man, who came in 
the ſame ſhip, to be an interpreter 3 be 


was a native of Luggnaggs 4 | 


| lived. ſome: years at 


| onada, an 
was a perfect maſter of both languages. 
By his aſſiſtance I was able to hold a con- 


 verſation. with thoſe who came to. viſit 
me hut this conſiſted only af their 


queſtions. and my anſwers...” | 
The diſpatch. came from court about 


the time we expected. It contained a 


warrant for conducting me and my re- 
tinue to Traldragdubb or Trildrog - 
drib, for it is pronounced both ways as 
near as I can remember, by.a-party of 
ten horſe. All my retinue was that 
poor lad for an jnterpreter, whom I per- 
ſuaded into my ſervice; and, at myhum- 
ble requeſt, we had each of us a mule 
to ride on. A. meſſenger was diſpatch- 
ed half a day's journey before us, to 
give the king notice of my approach, 
and to defire that his majeſty would 
pleaſe to appoint. a day and hour, when 
it would be his, gracious pleaſure that 
I might have the honour to lick the duft 
before bis faotfioal, This is the court 
ſtile, and I found it to be more than 
matter of form, For upon my admit- 
tance two days after my arrival, I was 
commanded to crawl upon my belly, and 
lick the floor as I advanced; but on 
account of my being a ſtranger, care 
was taken to have it ſwept ſo clean, 
that the duſt was not offenſive. How- 
ever this was a. peculiar grace, not al- 
lowed to any but perſons of the higheſt 
rank, when they deſire an admittance. 
Nay, ſometimes the floor is ſtrewed with 
duſt on purpoſe, when the perſon to be 
— happens to have powert: 

enemies at court, And I have ſeen a 
reat lord with his mouth ſo crammed, 
at when he had crept to the proper 


by 


diſtance from the throne, he was not 
able 


ö ö ö a. cou ct morn a am. a. 
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to ſpeak a word. Neither is there I deſired leave to bring my interpreter 5 
thi remedy,. becauſe it is capital for whereupon the young man already men-. 
thoſe who: receive an audience to ſpit tioned was accordingly introduced, 
or wipe their mouths in his. majeſty's whoſe intervention I anſwered as many 
preſence, There is indeed another cuſ- queſtions as his majeſty could put in 
im, Wbich IL. cannot altogether ap- above an hour. I ſpoke in the Balnis. 
ve of. Wheß the king bath a mind barbian tongue, and my interpreter de 
put any of his nobles to death in a livered my meaning in that of Lugg- 
gentle indulgent manner, he commands mage. [Ko We | Fen. 
to have the floor ſtrewed with a certain king was much delighted with 
brown f of a deadly compoſition, my company, and ordered bis - 
which being licked up, infallibly kills marllub, or high chamberlain, to ap- 
him in twenty - fout hours. But in juſ point a lodging in the court for me aud 
tice to this prince's great clemency, my interpreter, with a daily allowance 
and the care he hath of his ſubjefts for my table;/and a large purſe of gold 
lives, (wherein it were much to be for my common enpences. 
wiſhed that the monarchs of Europe I ſtayed three months in this country 
would imitate him). ĩt muſt be mention. out of perfect obedience to his majeſty, 
ed for his honour, that ſtrict orders are who was pleaſed highly to favour me, 
riven to have the infected parts of the and made me very honourable offers - 
oor well waſhed after every ſuch execu- but I thought it more conſiſtent with 
tian; which, if his domeſticks neglect, prudence and juſtice to paſs the remain- 
they are in danger of incurring his royal der of my days with my wife and 
diſpleaſure. I myſelf. heard him give family, - | * 
directions, that one of his pages ſhould | 
be whipt, whoſe turn it was to give no- | en 
tice about, waſhing the floor after an men n 
execution, but maliciouſſy had omitted [Seve t 1 
it z by which neglect, a young lord of THE LUGGNAGGIANS COMMENDED.,, 
great hopes coming to an andience, was A PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION _ 
unfortunately poiſoned, although — OF THE STRULDBRUGGS—WITH | 
king at that time had. no debgn againſt - MaNY CONVERSATIONS ' - 
his life, But this good prince; was ſa - TWEEN THE-AUTHOR AND SOME 
cioug, as to forgive the poor page EMINENT PERSONS UPON THAT 
is whipping, upon promiſe hes bd $UBJECT, ' * a 
born do ſo no more, without ſpecial ' 


ers. — HE Luggunaggians are a polite 
To return from this digreſſionz, when 'F and — people, al- 
I had crept within four yards of the though they are not without ſome ſhare 
throne, I raiſed myſelf gently upon of that pride which is peculiar to all 
my knees, and then ſtriking my fore - Eaſtern countries, yet they ſhew them 
head ſeven times on the ground, I pro- ſelves courteous to ſtrangers, eſpecial- 
nounced the following words, as they ly ſuch who are countenanced by tho 
had been taught me night before, © It - court. I had many acquaintance among 
« pling e | , blbiop, perſons of the beſt faſhion, and being 
© mlaſb win, tnodbalkgufſh flhiop always attended by my interpreter, the- 
6 had gurdlubb a t. This is the com- conyerſation we had was not diſa«- 
liment eſtabliſhed; by the laws of the greeable. | M 
and for all perſons. admitted to the One day in much good company I was 
king's, preſence. It may be rendered aſked by a perſon of quality, whether 
into Engliſh. thus: May our celeſ-, I had ſeen any of their Struldbruggs, 
tial majeſty out-live the ſun, eleven, or immortals. 1 faid I had not, and 
© moons and an half!“ To this the deſired he would explain to me what ho 
Ling returned ſome anſwer, which al- meant by ſach an appellation applied ta 
though T could not underſtand, yet-I a mortal creature. He told me, that 
replied as'I had been directed : Flat ſometimes, though very rarely, a child 
v drin Jalerick dypuldom prafirad mir- happened to be born in a family with a 
© puſh,” which properly ſignifies, My — circular ſpot in the forehead, direct 
© tongue 1s 1 of my friend . ly over the left eye. brow, which w 
expreſſion was meant, that an infallible mark * it ſhould never 


* * 
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Re. The ſpot, as he deſcribed it, » 
about the compaſa of a ſilver three: 


. „but in the courſe of —_— | 
; — and chan it's colour j for at 
twelve fv 


years old it became 
continued till ſwe and twenty, then 


lieve there could be above eleven hun- 
dred Struldbruggs of both ſexes in the 
whole kingdom, of which he computed 
about fifty in the metropolis, and among 
the reſt a young girl born about th 
- years oo. Thee theſe productions were 
vot peculiar to any family, but a mere 
of chance; and the children of 
the Struldbruggs themſelves were equal - 
Jy mortal with tbe reſt of the people. 
1 freely on myſelf to have been 
Aruek with inexpreſſive — upon 
hearing this account: and the per ſon 
Who gave it to me, happening to un- 
derſtand the Balnibarbian language, 
which 1 ſpoke very well, I could not 
forbear breaking out into exprethons 
perhaps a little too extravagant. I cried 
aut us in a rapture: Happy nation! 
here every child hath at leaſt a chance 
for being immortal! Happy people 
« ho enjoy ſo many living examples 
u ancient virtue and have matters 
©; ready to inſtruct them in the wiſdom 
of all former ages! but, happieſt be- 
4 all compariſon are thoſe excel- 
«lent Struldbruggs, who, born exempt 
4 from that univerſal calamity of hu - 
man nature, have their minds free and 
4 diſengaged, without the weight and 
& depreſſion of ſpirits cauſed by the con- 
„ rinual apprehenſion of death. I dif- 
eovered my admiration, that I had not 
obſerved any of theſe illuſtrious perſons 
at court; the black ſpot on the forehead; 
being f remarkable 2 diſtinction that 1 
— not have eaſily overlooked ĩt: and 
it was impoſſible that his majeſty, a moſt 
eng prince, ſhould: not 


wiſe and able counſellors. Vet perhaps 
we virtue af thoſe reverend Was 
too firi& for the corrupt and libertine 
manners of a. court. And we often 
Ind by experience, that young men are: 
too opinionative and volatile to be guid- 
ed by the ſober dictates of their ſeniors : 
hawever, ſince the king was pleaſed to 


allow me acceſs. to his royal perſon, I. 
5 r N 


erk ante, 


ef I underſtood not 4 f 


elf with a good number of ſuch br 


was reſolved upon the 


to deliver my ae e him 765 a 
; arts ow 5 


matter freely, and at 
of 17 interpreter; 
would pleaſe to take my dice or no, 
tbo one thing 1 was te 4 A 
majeſty having frequently offered me 
an deen in . | 
would with great 'thankfiilneſk acce 
the favour, and pafs my Lie here in the 
converſation of thoſe ſapexior deings, 
the Struldbruggs, if they would pleat: 
„„ AH Regul, ob 
The gentleman to whom I addreſſed 
my diſcourſe, becauſe” (us T have al- 


ready obſerved) he ſpoke the language 


ef Balnibarbi, faid to me, with, a fort 
of a ſmile, which uſually arifes. from 
to the ignorant, that ne was glad 

" any occaſion” ta keep among 
them, and defired my permiſſion to ex- 
pe to the company what Thad ſpoke, 
did'fo, and they talked together for 
ſome time in their own la re, where- 
| ez neither 
could T'obſerve by their countenances, 
what impreffion my diſcourſe had made 
on them. After a Hence, the ſame 
fon told me, that his friends and 


ine (ſo he thought fit to expreſs. hin- 


ſelf) were very much pleaſed with the 

ictous remarks 1 had made on the 

at happineſs and 1 of im- 
mortal life; and they were deſirous to 
know in a particular mannet, what 
ſcheme of living F ſhould have formed 
fo myſelf if it had Fallen. to my lot to 
have been born a Struldbrugg. 
I anſwered it was'ea 2 eloquent 
on ſo copious and delightful. a ſubject, 
eſpecially to me who, have been often 
apt to amuſe myſelf with viſions of what 
F ſhould do if I were a king, a general, 
8 lord : and upon this very caſe 
I had frequently run over the whole {yſ- 
tem how F ſhould employ myſelf, and 
peſs the time, if I were fure to lie for 


That, if it had been my good for- 
tune to come into the world a Struld- 


rugg; as ſoon as 1 could diſcover my 
own happineſs, by underſtanding the 
difference between life and death, 

would firſt reſolye, by all arts and me- 
thode whatſoever, to procure myſelf, 


riches. In the purfuir of which, by + 


thrift and management, I mightreaſan- 
ably expect, in about two hun . 
to be the wealthieſt man in the Kin 
n e e 
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from my earlieſt youth apply myſelf to 


the daa of arts and ſciences, by which 
I ſhould 9 in 37 „ 1 all 
others in learning. 7. I would 
carefull — 2 and event 


of happened in the 
1 impartially draw the charac- 
ters of the ſeveral ſueceſſons of princes 


and. great miniſters of ſtate, with my 
own, Obſervatiens on every point. I 


would ; exaRtly {et down the ſeveral 


dreſe, diet, and diverſions. - By 

which acquiremente, I ſhould be a liv- 
ing treaſury of knowledge and wiſdom, 
and certainly become the oracle of the 
I would never marry- after. three - 
ſcore, but live in an hoſpitable manneg, 
yet ſtill on the ſaving Gde. I wobld 


f 


entertain myſelf in forming and dire&« 


ing the minds of hopeful young men, 
by convincing. them from my own re- 
membrance, experi and obſerva- 
tion, fortified by numerous examples, of 
the uſefulneſs of virtue in publick and 
private liſe. * choice and con- 
ſtant companions —— de a ſet of my 
own immortal brotherhood, among 
whom I would ele& a dozen from the 
molt ancient down to my own contem- 


any of theſe wanted 


ortunes, I would provide them with 
convenient lodges round my own eſtate, 
and have ſume of them always at m 

table, only mingling a few of the moſt 


valuable among you mortals, whom 


of time would harden me to loſe 


your poſterity after the ſame manner, 


juſt as a man diverts himſelf with the 
annual ſurcceſſion of pinks and tulips in 


his garden, without regretting the loſs 


of thoſe which withered the preceding 
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Thee Struldbruggs and I would 
mutually communicate our obſervations 
and memorial through the courſe of 
time, remark the ſeveral gradations by 


which corruption ſteals into the world, 


and oppoſe it in every ſtep, by giving 
perpetual warning and in ion to 
mankind ; which, added to the 2 
influence of our own example, wo 
probably prevent that continual dege- 
neracy. of human nature ſo juſtly com- 
plained of inall ages, 
Aud to all this the pleaſure of ſeein 


L 


with little or no relutance, and treat 
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empires, the changes in the lower and 
upper world, ancient cities in-ruins, and 
villages become the ſeats of 
kings; famous rivers leſſening into ſhal- 
low-brooks, the ocean leaving one coaſt 
dry, and ho ind ops another: the 
diſcovery of many countries yet un- 
known ; barbarity over · running the po- 
liteſt nations, and the moſt barbarous 
become civilized, I ſhould then ſee the 
difcovery of the longitude, the perprtuni 
motion, the univerſal medicine, and ma- 
ny other great inventions brought to 
the — — bh” n 
What wonderful difcoveries ſhould 
we make in aftronomy, by out-living 
and confirming our own predictions, by 


obſerving the progreſs and returns of 
<dmets, with the changes of motion in 
— moon, and ſtars. a 8 
enlarged upon many other topicks, 
which rae, defire of endleſs life 
and fubl happineſs could eafi 
furniſh me with. When 1 had ended,” 
and the ſum of my diſcourſe had been 
interpreted as before, to the reſt of the 
company, there was a deal of talk 
among them in the language of the 
country, not without ſome laughter at 
my expence. At laſt the fame gentle 
man ho had been my interpreter, ſaid, 
he was defired by the reſt to ſet me right 
ina few miſtakes, which I- had fallen 
into through the common imbecility of 
human nature, and upon that allowance 
was lefs anſwerable for them. That 
this breed of Struſdbruggs were pecu-' 
liar to their country, for there were no 
ſuch people either in Balnibarbi or Ja- 
pan, where he had the honour to be 
ambaſſador from his majeſty, and found 
the natives in both theſe kmgdoms very 
hard to believe that the fact was poſſible; 
and it appeared from my aſtoniſhment, 
when he firſt mentioned the matter to 
me, that I received it as a thing wholly 
new, and ſcarcely to be credited. That 
in the two kingdoms abovementioned, 
where, during his reſidence, be had con- 
verſed very much, he obſerved „* 
to be the univerſal deſire and wi of 
mankind.” That whoever had one foot” 
in the grave, was ſure to hold back the 
other as firongly as he could. That 
the oldeſt had {till hopes of living one 
day Janger, and looked on death as the 
gremeſt evil, from which nature always 
2 him to retreat; only in this 


of Luggnegy, the appetire for 
e . living 


gp 


living was not ſo eager, from the con- 
4 wo xample of the Struldbruggs be- 
That the ſyſtem, of living contrived 
by me was unreaſonable and . be- 
cauſe it ſuppoſed a perpetuity of youth, 
health and vigour, which no man could 
de ſo fooliſh to hope, however extrava- 
t he may be in his wiſhes, That 
the queſtion therefore was not, whether 
a man would chuſe to be always in the 
time of youth, attended with proſpe- 
rity and health; but how he would 
a perpetual life under all the uſual diſ- 
8 which old age brings along 
With it. For although few men wi 
avow their deſires of being immortal 
upon ſuch hard conditions, yet in the 
two kingdoms before mentioned of Bal - 
nibarbi and Japan, he obſerved that 
every man deſired to put off death for 
ſome time longer, let it 2 ever 
ſo-late; and he rarely heard of any man 
who died willingly, except he were in- 
cited by the extremity of grief or tor- 
ture. And he a | to me, whether 
in. thoſe countries I had travelled, as. 
well as my own, I had. not obſerved the 
ſame general diſpoſition. 
"After this preface, he gave me a par- 
ticular account of the Struldbru 
2 them. He ſaid they commonly 
ated like mortals till about thirty years 
old, after which, by degrees, they grew 
melancholy and dejected, increaſing in 
both till they came to fourſcore. This 
he learned from their own confeſſion; 
for otherwiſe, there not being above two | 
or three of that ſpecies born in an age, 
were too few to form a general obſerva- 
tion by. When they came to fourſcore 


years, which is reckoned the extremity / 


of * in this country, they had not 
only all the follies and infirmities of 
other old men, but many more, which 
aroſe from the dreadful proſpects of 
never dying. They were not only opi- 
nionative, peeviſh, covetous, moroſe, 
vain, talkative, but incapable of friend- 
ſhip, and dead to all natural affe&ion, 
which never deſcended below theirgrand- 
children. Envy and impotent deſires 
are their prevailing paſſions. But thoſe 
objects againſt which their envy ſeems 
principally directed, are the vices of 
the younger ſort, and the deaths of the 
old. By refleRing on the former, they 
find themſelves cut off from all poſſibi- 


17 of pleaſure; and whenever they ſee 
ey ey 


funeral, they lament and repine that 


n nn AI 


others are to an harbour of reſt, to 

which eder e bever tun hope to 
arrive. They ' have n remembrance 
of any thing but what they learned and 
obſerved in their youth and middle age, 
and even that is very imperfect. Aud 
for the truth or particulars of any fact, 
it is ſafer to depend upon common tra- 
ditions, than their beſt recollec- 
tions . The leaſt miſerable among them 

2 to be thoſe WhO turn to dotage, 

entirely loſe their memories; theſe 


paſs. meet with more pity and uſſiſtance, be- 


cauſe they want many bad qualities 
„ abound in others. 3 v 
If a Struldbrugg happen to marry one 
of his on kind; the marriage is diſ- 
ſolved of courſe by the courteſy hot 4 
Kingdom, as ſoon as the you | 
two comes to be fourſcore. Po the law 
thinks it a reaſonable” indulgence, that 
thoſe who are condemned without any 
fault of theic own to * wt con- 
tinuance in the world, mould not have 
their miſery doubled by the dead of a 
wife. © er os * 4 5 15 * 
As ſoon as they have compleated t 
term of 8 they are looked 


is as. « 


on as dead in-law; their heirs imme- 


diately ſucceed to their eſtates, only a 
ſmall pitrance is reſerved for their ſup- 
port, and the poor ones are maintained 
at the publick charge. After that pe- 
riod they are held incapable'of any em- 
ployment of truſt or profit; they can- 


not purchaſe lands, or take leaſes, nei- 


ther are they allowed to be witneſſes 
in any cauſe, either eivil or criminal, 
not even for the deciſion of meers and 
bounds. MITOTIC 2 

At mos they loſe their teeth and 
hair; they have at that age no diſtinc- 
tion of taſte, but eat and drink what- 
ever they can get, without reliſh} or 
petite: the diſeaſes they were ſubject 
to ſtill continuing without 'increating 
or diminiſhing. In talking, they for- 
get the common appellation of things, 
and the names of perſons, even of thoſe 
who are the neareſt friends and rela- 
tions. For the ſame reaſon, they never 
can amuſe themſelves with reading, 
becauſe their memory will not ſerve ta 
carry them from beginning of 2 
e to the 24 and oy this defect 
they are ived of the only entertain- | 
ment arp! they might otherwiſe be 


capable. * "a 
of this country being 


The langua 
always upon dns. 


r * 
XN. are thi NE 5 two 
| ;hdfed years fo LIT an converſa-, 
_ tion, (farther than by. a few general, a 
words) with their neighbours the mor- 
tals ; and thus they under the . 
vantage of ig 3 foreigners in 
r own country. 
5 was the account given me of 
the Struldbruggs, as ens as I can re- 
nber. 1 afterwards faw. five or fix. 
different ages, the youngeſt not above. 
hundred years old, who were brought 
at ſeveral times by ſome of my 
$3 but although. they were tald rea 
at I was a great mec, and had 
ſeen all the world, they had not the 
leaft curioſity to alk me a GN only 
defired 1 would give them fun ſtu 
«oven of L which 18 a. 
ping , to ayoid the 
15 * e rbids it, becauſe 
they are provided for by the publick,, 


alt hough, indeed, with a, very ſcanty. 
Howance. } 
are cſpiſed and hated by all 


prope 3 when one of them js 
9988 it ckoned ominous, and their 
birth is recorded very particularly; ſo. 
that ing he may know their age by conſult- 
ls nt which, however, hath 
above a thouſand years 
pat, or at aſt hath been payed by 
or publick diſturbances, But the 
uſoal way of computing how old they 
are, is by aſking them what kings or. 
great ons they can remember, and 
n conſulting hiſtory ; for infallibly 
the laft ce, in their mind, did not 
begi 
ſcore years 0 


They were the moſt mortifying ſight. 


Lever beheld; and the women more 
horrible than the men. Beſides the 
uſual deformities in extreme old a 
they acquired an additional ghaſtlineſs 
in proportion to their number of years, 
which is not to deſcribed; and amon 
talf a dozen, I ſoon diſtinguiſhed whic 
was the eldeſt, although there was 
not aboye a century or two between 


The reader will eafily believe, that 
_— what 1 my heard and 775 my 
n te 1 perpetuity of life was 
much crow] Lang ee Ag aſhamed 
of the wer Nasse 1 had formed, 
and thought no tyrant could invent a 


death into which SYS P95 19% 
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n his reign after they were four- 


+... 


dead 


N <A 


e.of Strul, 
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laws. of the kingdom, or. 


have been well content w the trouble 

and expence of tranſ them. FEY 
I could not but agree f : 

of this 2 relating to N 


, were founded upon the 
rigs ae er ge — 


would be under the neceſſity of; ona 
* in the like cireunllances 0 
©, as avarice is the neceſſary c F 


55 quent of old nge, ., thoſe Immortals. 


uld in time become roprietors of 
the whole vation, and, 3 the ol. 
power, which, for want of abiliti 
me muſt e's ip the ruin "ihe | 
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THE AUTHOR LEAYES LUG GNAGE, 
AND SAILS. TO JAPAN=——FROM RC 
" TRENCE HE; RETURNS;IN-A / 
DUTCH. SHIP TOAMSTERDA Mm | 
AND FROM eee 3 
ENGLAND. 
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I Thought this account of the Struld- 
bruggs might be ſome entertainment 
to the reader, becauſe it ſeems. to be a 
little out of the common way; at leaſt, 
I do not remember to have met the like 
in any book of travels that had come 
to my hands: and if I am deceived, . 
my excuſe mult be, that it is 82 
for trayellers, 580 deſcri * oy oe. 
country, very often to agree in de 

on the ſame particulars, without he 
ſerving the cenſure of having borrowed 
or tranſcribed from thoſe —— wrote. 
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unt AUTHOR SETS OUT AS CAP- 


AIR OF A SHIP-—HIS MEN CON- 
SPIRE AGAINST HIM, CONFINE 
HIM A LONG TIME TO HIS CABBIN, 
SET HIM ON SHORE IN AN UN- 
KNOWN LAND—HE TRAVELS UP 
INTO THE COUNTRY=—THE YA- 
noobs, A STRANGE SORT OF ANI- 
MAL DESCRIBED=—THE AUTHOR 
MEETS TWO pOUYHNHNMS, 


' Continued at home with 
| my wife and children a- 
I bout five months in a 


y condition, if 
I could have learned the 

leſſon of knowing when 

I was well. I left my poor wife big 
with child, and accepted an advanta- 
us offer made me to be captain of 
Adventure, a ftout merchant-man 

of 350 tons: for I underſtood naviga- 
tion well; and being grown weary of a 
furgeon's employment at ſea, which 
however I could exerciſe upon occa- 
fon, I took a ſxilful young man of that 
one Robert Purefoy, into my 
ſhip. We ſet ſail from Portſmouth up- 
on the ſecond day of Auguſt 1710; 


. on the fourteenth we met with Captain 
Pocock, of Briftol, at Teneriff, who was 


ing to the Bay of Campechy, to cut 
ood. On the fixteenth he was 
parted from us by a ſtorm; I heard ſince 
my return that his ſhip foundered, and 
none eſcaped but one cabbin-boy, He 
was an honeſt man, and a failor z 
but a little too poſitive in his own opi- 


vions, which was the cauſe of his de- 


my confinement, They ai 
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ſtruction, as it hath bern of 
others. For if he had followed m 
vice, he might have been ſafe at wn 
* 1 family at this time, as well as 
myſelf. N 

I had ſeveral men dien my ſhip of 
calentures, ſo that I was forced to get 
recruits out of Barbadoes, and the lee - 


ward Iflands, where I touched by the 


direction of the merchants who em- 


ployed me, which I had ſoon too much 


cauſe to repent; for I found afterwards, 
that moſt of them had been buccaneers. 
I had fifty hands on board, and my or- 
ders were, that I ſhould trade with the 
Indians in the South-Sea, and make 
what diſeaveries I could. Theſe rogues, 
whom I had picked up, debauched my 
other men, and they all formed a con- 
ſpiracy to ſeize the ſhip, and ſecure me; 
which they did one morning, * 
into my cabbin, and binding me 

and foot, threatening to throw me over - 
board, if I offered to ſtir. I told them 
] was their priſoner, and would ſub- 
mit. This they made me ſwear to do, 
and then they unbound me, only faſten- 
ing one of my legs with a chain near 
my bed, and placed a centry at my door 
with his piece charged, who was com - 
manded to ſhoot me dead, if I attempted 
my liberty. They ſent me down vic- 
tuals and drink, and took the govern- 
ment of the ſhip to themſelves. Their 
deſign was to turn pyrates, and plunder 
the Spaniards, which they- could not do 
till they got more-men. But firſt they 
reſolved to ſell the goods in the ſhip, 
and then go to Madagaſcar for recruits, 
feveral among them Looks died fince 
many 


weeks, and traded with the Indians, but 
I knew not what courſe they took, be- 
ing kept a cloſe priſoner in the cabbin, 


and expecting nothing . leſs than to be 


murdered, as — often threatened me. 

Upon the day of May 171, 
one James Welch came down to my 
cabbin, and ſaid he had orders from the 
captain to ſet me aſhore. I expoſtulated 
with him, but in vain; neither would 
he fo much as tell me who their new 
captain was. They forced me into the 
long- boat, letting me put on my beit 
ſuit of cloaths, which were as good as 
new, and a {mall bundle of linen; but 
no arms except my hanger; and they 
were ſo civil as not to ſearch my poe- 
kets, into which I conveyed what mo- 
ney I bad, with ſome other little neceſ- 
ſaries. They rowed about a league, 
and then ſet me down on a ſtrand. I 
deſired them to tell me what country 
it was. They all ſwore they knew no 
more than myſelf; but ſaid that the 
captain (as they calle him) was re- 
ſolved, after they had ſold the lading, 
to get rid of me in the firſt place where 
they could diſcover land. They puſhed 
off immediately, adviſing me to make 
haſte, for fear of being overtaken by the 
tide, and ſo bade me farewel. 

In this deſolate condition I advanced 
forward, and ſoon got upon firm ground, 
where I fat down on a bank to reſt my- 
ſelf, and conſider what I had beſt to do. 


When I was a little refreſhed, I went. 


up into the country, reſolving to deliver 
myſelf to the firſt ſavages I ſhould meet, 
and purchaſe: my lite from them by 
_ ſome bracelets, glaſs-rings, and other 

toys which ſailors uſually provide them- 
ſelves with in thoſe voyages, and where- 
ol I had ſome about me: the land was 
—— . rows of trees, not re- 

arly planted, but naturall win 

there was great plenty of —— 2 
veral fields of oats. I walked very cir- 
cumſpectly for fear of being ſurprized, 
or ſuddenly ſhot with an arrow from 
behind, or on either ſide. I fell into a 
beaten road, where I ſaw many tracks 
of human feet, and ſome of cows, but 
moſt of horſes. At laſt I beheld ſeve - 
ral animals in a field, and one or two 
of the ſame kind ſitting in trees. Their 
ſhape was very ſingular and deformed, 
which a little diſcompoſed me, fo that I 
laid down behind a thicket to obſerve 
them better. Some of them coming for- 
ward, neac the place where I Jay, gave 


— 
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me an opportunity of diſtinftly marking 


— 
c I 
* 


their form. Their - heads and breaſts 


were covered with a thick hair, ſome 


frizzled and others Jank ; they had 
beards. like „and a long ridge of 
hair down their backs, and the fore 
parts of their legs und feet; but the raſt 
of their bodies were bare, ſo that I 
might ſee their ſkins,” which were of a 
brown buff colour. They had no tails, 
nor any hair at all on their buttocks, 
except about the anus, which, I pre- 
ſume, nature had placed there to defend 
them as they ſat on the ground; for this 
poſture they uſed as well as lying down, 


and often ſtood on their hind-feer. 


They climed bigh trees as nimbly a8 2 


ſquirrel, for they had ſtrong extended 
claws before and-behind, terminating in 
ſharp points, hooked. They would often 
Tas and bound, and leap with pro- 
igious agility, The females were not 
ſo large as the males z they had long 
lank hair on their heads, but none on 
their faces, nor any thing more than a 
ſort of down on the reſt of their bodies, 
except about the anus and pudenda. 
Their dugs hung between their fore- 
feet, and often reached almoſt to the 
ground as they walked. The hair of 
both ſexes was of ſeveral colours, 
brown, red, black, and yellow. Upon 
the whole, I never beheld in all my tra- 
vels ſo diſagreeable an animal, nor one 
againſt which I naturally conceived ſo 
ſtrong an antipathy. So that thinking 
I had ſeen enough, full of contempt. 
and averſion, I got up and purſued t 
beaten road, hoping it might direct me 
to the cabbin of ſome Indian. I bad 
not gone far, when I met one of theſe 
creatures full in my way, and coming 
up directly to me, The ugly monſter, 
when he ſaw me, diſtorted ſeveral ways 
every feature of his viſage, and ftared 
as at an object he had never ſeen bef; 
then approaching nearer, lifted up his 
fore paw, whether out of 2 or 
miſchief, I could not jll But I _ 
my hanger, and gave him a blow 
e of it, Fo i dork, or 
ſtrike him with the edge, fearing the 
inhabitants might be provoked againſt 
me, if they ſhould come to know that I 
had killed or maimed any of their cat 
tle, When the beaſt felt the ſmart, he 
drew back; and roared ſo loud, that a 
herd of at leaſt forty came flocking” 
about me from the next field, howling , 
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foot to remove my hand. 


* 


the body of a tree, and leaning my 


_ © back againſt it, kept them off by noing 


my hanger. Severalof this curſed b 
getting hold of the branches behind, 
leapt up into the tree, from whence they 
began to diſcharge their excrement on 
my head: however, I eſcaped pretty 
well, by flicking cloſe to the ſtem of 
the tree; but was almoſt ſtifled with 
= filth which fel] about me on every 
In the midſt of this diſtreſs, I obſerv- 


ed them all to run away on a ſudden as 


- faſt as they could, at which I ventured 
to leave the tree, and purſue the road, 
- wondering what it was that could put 
then into this fright. But looking on 


my tft-hand, I-faw a horſe walking 
, iſoftly in the field; which my perſecu- 


tors having ſooner diſcovered, was the 
-cauſe'of their flight, - The horſe ſtarted 
-a little when he came near me, but ſoon 
recovering himſelf, looked full in my 


face with manifeſt tokens of wonder: 


he viewed my hands and feet, walking 
round me ſeveral times. I would have 
13 . but he placed him - 


Aly in the way; yet looking 


with a very mild aſpect, never offer- 


ing the leaſt violence. We ſtood gaz- 


a at each other for ſome time: at laſt 


took the boldneſs to reach my hand 


towards his neck, with a deſign to ſtroak 


itz uſing the common ſtyle and whiſtle 


of jockies when they are going to han- 
dle a ſtrange horſe. But this animal 
ergy to receive my civility with diſ- 
Gain, ſhook his head, and bent his 
brows, ſoftly raiſing up his right fore- 
n hen he 
neighed three or four times, but in ſo 
different a cadence, that I almoſt began 
to think he was ſpeaking to himſelf in 
ſome language of his own. 

While he and I were thus employed, 
another horſe. came up; who applying 
himſelf to the firſt in a very formal man- 
ner, they 
right hoof before, neighing ſeveral times 
by turns, and varying the ſound, which 
ſeemed to be almoſt articulate. They 
went ſome off, as if it were to 
confer — comp walking fide by fide, 
backward and forward, like perſons de- 
liberating upon ſome affair of weight, 
but often turning their eyes towards 


me as it were to watch that I might not 


eſcape, I was amazed to ſee ſuch ac- 
tions and behaviour in brute beaſts, 


and concluded with myſelf, that if the 


* 
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thy ſtruck each other's. 


. 


with a proportionable degree of reaſon, 
they muſt needs be the wiſeſt people 
upon earth. This thought gave me ſo 
much comfort, that I reſolved to go for- 
ward until I could diſcover ſome houſe 
or village, or meet with any of the na- 
tives, leaving the two horſes todifcourſe 
together as they pleaſed. But the firſt, 
who was a dapple grey, obſerving me 
to ſteal off, — 2 me 0 ex- 
preſſive a tone, that I fancied-myſelf to 
underſtand what be meant; whereupon 
I turned back, and came near him, to 
expect his farther commands: but 
concealing my fear as much as I could, 
for I began to be in ſome pain, how 
this adventure might termimate;\ and 
the reader will eaſily believe I did not 
much like my preſent ſituation. 
The two horſes came up cloſe to me, 
looking with great earneſtneſs upon my 
face and hands. The grey ſteed rubbed 
my hat all round with his right fore- 
hoof, and diſcompoled it ſo much, that 
.] was forced to adjuſt it better by 
taking it off and ſettling it again; 
whereat both he and his companion 
(who was a brown bay) appeared to be 
much ſurprized; the latter felt the lap- 
t of my coat, and finding it to hang 
— about me, they both looked with 
new ſigns of wonder. He ſtroaked my 
right hand, 3 to admire the ſoft- 
neſs and colour ; but he ſqueezed it fo 
hard between his hoof and his-paſtern, 
that I was forced to roar; after which 
they both touched me with all poſſible 
tenderneſs. They were under great 
lexity about my ſhoes and ſtock - 
ings, which yaw felt very often, neigh- 
ing to each other, and ufing various 
gettures, not unlike thoſe of a philoſo- 
pher, when he would attempt to ſolve 
ſome new and difficult phænomenon. 
Upon the whole, the behaviour of 
theſe animals was ſo orderly and ratio- 
nal, ſo acute and judicious, that It laſt 
concluded, they muſt needs be magi- 
cians, who had thus metamorphoſed 
themſel ves upon ſome deſign, and ſeeing 
a ſtranger in the way, were reſolved to 
divert themſelves with him; or . 
were really amazed at * of a man 
ſo very different in habit, feature, and 
complexion, from thoſe who might 
bably live in ſo remote a climate. 
pon the ſtrength of this reaſoning, I 
ventured to addreſs them in the follow- 
ing manner; Gentlemen, if you. be 


con- 


* 
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© conjurors, as I have good cauſe to 
© believe, you can underſtand any lan- 
„ guage; therefore I make bold to let 


© your worſhips know, that I am a 


poor diſtreſſed Engliſhman, driven by 
© misfortunes upon your coaſt, and I 
© entreat one of you to let me ride upon 
© his back, as if he were a real horſe, 
© to ſome houſe or village, where I can 
© be relieved. In return of which fa- 
© vour, I will make you a preſent of 
« this knife and bracelet,” A them 
out of my pocket.) The two creatures 
ſtood filent while T ſpoke, ſeeming to 
liſten with great attention; and when 


I had ended, they neighed frequently . 


towards each other, as if they were en- 
in ſerious converſation. I plain- 
obſerved, that their language ex- 
preſſed the paſſions very well, and their 
words might with little pains be refolv- 
ed into an alphabet, more eafily than 
the Chineſe, 

1 could frequently diſtinguiſh the 
word, Yahoo," which{was repeated by 
each of them ſeveral times; and al- 
though it was impoſſible for me to con- 
jecture what it meant; yet, while the 
two horſes were vey in converſation, 1 
endeavoured to prackice this word upon 
my . and as ſoon as they were 
filent, I boldy pronounced, © Yahoo," 
in a loud voice, imitating at the ſame 
time, as near as I could, the neighin 
of a horſe 3 at which they were both 
viſiby ſurprized, and the grey repeated 
the ſame word twice, as if he meant 
to teach me the right accent, wherein I 
ſpoke after him as well as I could, and 
fowl myſelf perceivably to improve 
every img, ove very far from any 

ion, Then the ba 
tried me with a ſecond word, ' muc 
harder to be pronounced ; but reducing 
it to the Engliſh orthography, may be 
pak thus, Houyhnhnm. I did not 
ucceed in this ſo well as in the formery 


but after two or three farther trials, I 


had better fortune, and they both ap- 

red amazed at my capacity. 

After ſome farther diſcourſe, which 
I then conjeftured might relate to me, 
the two friends took their leaves with 
the ſame compliment of ſtriking each 
other's hoof z and the grey made me 
—_ that I ſhould walk before them, 
wherein I thought it prudent to com- 
7 till I could find a better director. 

hen I offered to flacken my pace, he 


would cry, Hhuun, hhuun ' I gueſſed 
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his meaning, and gave him to under - 
Hand, as well as I could, that I was 
weary, and not able to walk faſter 
upon which he would ſtand a while to 
let me reſt, 


4 
2 CHAP. I. 

THE AUTHOR CONDUCTED BY A 
HOUYHNHNM TO HIS HOUSE— 
THE HOUSE DESCRIBED — THE 
AUTHOR's RECEPTION, THE 
FOOD OF THE HOUYHNHNMS—— 
THE AUTHOR IN DISTRESS FOR 
WANT OF MEAT, ISAT LAST KE- 


 LIEVED—HIS MANNER OF FEED= 
ING IN THIS COUNTRY. 


, 
AVING travelled about three 
miles, we came toa long kind of 
building made of timber, ſtuck in the 
ground, and wattled acroſs ; the roof 
was low, and covered with ſtraw. I 


now began to be 2 little comforted, and 


took out ſome toys, which travellers 
uſually carry for preſents to 'the ſavage 
Indians of America, and other parts, 
in hopes the people of the houſe would 


be thereby encouraged to receive me 


kindly. The horſe made me a fign to 
goin firſt; it was a large room, with 
a fmooth_clay floor, and a rack and 
manger, extending the whole length 
on one hide. There were three nags, 
and two mares, not cating, but ſome 
of them fitting down upon their hams, 
which I very much wondered at; but 
wondered more to ſee the reſt employed 
in domeſtick buſineſs. Theſe ſeemed 
but ordinary cattle ; however, this con- 
firmed my firſt opinion, that a people 
who could fo far civilize brute animals, 


- mult needs excel in wiſdom all the na- 


tions of the world. The grey came in 
juſt after, and thereby prevented any 
ill treatment which the others might 
have given me. He, neighed to them 
ſeveral times in a ſtyle of authority, 
and received anſwers. 8 

Beyond this room there were three 
others, reaching the length of the houſe, 
to which you paſſed through three doors 
oppoſite to each other, in the manner 
of a viſta; we went through the ſecond 
room towards the third, here the grey 
walked in firſt, beckoning me to at- 
tend. I waited in the ſecond room, and 
got ready my preſents for the maſter 
and miſtreſs of the houſe ; they were 
K-52 "40a ” ws 
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two knives, three bracelets of falfe 
$69 a {mall looking - glaſs, and a bead 
eklace. The horſe neighed three or 
four times, and I waited to hear ſome 
anſwers in a human voice, but I obſerv- 
ed no other returns, than in the ſame 
dialect, ou one or two a little ſhriller 
than his. I began to think that this 
houſe muſt belong to ſome perſon of 
great note among them, becauſe there 
appeared fo r NN before I 
could gain admittance. But that a 
man of quality ſhovid be ſerved all by 
horſes, was beyond my E= 
I feared my brain was diſturbed by my 
ſufferings and -misfortunes : I rouzed 
myſelf, and looked about me in the 
room where I was left alone; this was 
furniſhed like the firit, only after a more 
elegant manner. I rubbed iny eyes 
often, but the ſame objects ſill occurred, 
1 pitiched my urms and ſides, to awake 
myſelf, hoping I might be in a dream. 
I then abſolutely concluded, that all 
theſe appearances could be nothing elſe 
but necromaney and — — ut 1 
theſe reflection; 

for the grey horſe came to the door, 
and made me a ſign to follow him into 
the third room; where I ſaw a very 
comely mare, together with a colt and 
Fole, fitting upon their haunches, upon 
matts of ffraw not unartfully made, 
and perfectly neat and clean. 50 
e mare, ſoon after my entrance, 

roſe from her matt, and coming up 


© Cloſe, after having nicely obſerved my 


s and face, gave me a moſt con- 


n 
tdtemptucus look ; then turning to the 
..** horle, 1 heard the Word, Yahoo," of- 
den 


| ted betwixt them i the meaning 
vf which word I could not then com- 
pod, although it were the firſt I 
ad learned to prathounce 3 but I was 
ſoon better informed, to my everlaſting 
mortification : far the horke beckoning 


to me with his head, and repeating the 


word * Hhuun, hhuun,” as he did upon 
the road, which I und was to at · 
tend him, led me out into a kind of 
court, where was another building at 
ſome diſtance from the houſe, re 
we entered, and I ſaw three of theſe 
deteſtable creatures, whom I firſt met 
after my landing, feeding upon roots, 
and the fleſh of ſome animals, which 
I afterwards found to be that of aſſes 
and dops, and now and then a cow dead 
by accident or diſeaſe. They were all 
tied by the neck with ſtrong wyths, 


* 
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Fiſtentd' 20 a beam ; they held their 


food between the claws- of their fore- 


feet, and tore it with their teeth. 5 
The maſter horſe ordered a+ ſorrel 


nag, one of his ſervants, to untie the 


largeſt of theſe animals, and take him 
into the yard. The beaſt and I were 
brought cloſe together, and our coun- 
tenances diligently compared both by 


maſter and ſervant ; who thereupon re- 


pee ſgycral times the word, Yahoo.” 
y horror and aſtoniſhment are not to 
be deſcribed, when I obſerved, in this 
abominable animal, a perfeft human 
figure, the face of it indeed was flat and 
broad, the noſe depreſſed, the lips large, 
and the mouth wide, But theſe dif- 
ferences are common to all ſavage na- 
tions, where the lineaments of the 
countenance are diftorted by the natives 
ſuffering their infants to lie groveling 
on the earth, or by carrying them on 
their backs, nuzzling with their face 
Ain the mother's ſhoulders. The 
ore-feet of the Yahoo differed from 
my hands in nothing elſe but the length 
of the nails, the coarſeneſs and brown- 
neſs of the palms, and the hairineſs on 
the backs. There was the ſame re- 
ſemblance between our feet, with the 
fame differences, Which I knew very 
well, though the horſes did not, be- 
cauſe of my ſhoes and ſtockings ; the 
ſame in every part of our bodies, ex- 


A as to hairineſs and colour, which 
I ha * 


ve already deſcribed. 

The great difficulty that ſeemed to 
ſtick with the two horſes, wis to ſee 
the reſt of my body ſo very different 
from that of a Yahoo, for which I was 
obliged to my.cloaths, whigreof they had 
no conception: the ſorri nag offered 
me a root, which he held (after their 
manner, as we ſhalh,deſcribe in it's pro- 
per place) between his hoof and paſ- 
tern; T took it in my hand, and hav- 
ing ſmelt*it, returned it to him again 
as civilly as I could, He brought out 
of the Yahoo's kennel a piece of aſs's 
fleſh, but it ſmelt ſo offenſively that I 
turned from it with loathing ; he then 
threw it to the Yahoo, by whom it 
was grecdily devoured. He afterwards 
ſhewed me a whiſp of hay, and a fet- 
lock full of oats; but I ſhook my bead, 
to fignify that neither of theſe were 
food for me. And, indeed, I now ap- 


rehended that I muſt abſolutely ſtarve, - 


if I did not get to ſome of 


own 
ſpecies ; for as to thole filthy Yahoos, 


m 
although 
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although there were few greater lovers 
of mankind at that time than myſelf; 
;et I confeſs I never ſaw any ſenſitive 
(4208 ſo deteſtable on all accounts; and 
the more I came near them, the more 
hateful they grew, while I ſtaid in that 
country. This the maſter horſe ob- 
ſerved by my behaviour, and therefore 
ſent the Yahoo back to his kennel, 
He then put his fore-hoof tohis mouth, 
at which I was much ſurprized, al- 
though he did it with“ eaſe, and with a 
motion that appeared perfectly natural, 
and made other ſigns to know what I 
would eat ; but I could not return him 
ſuch an anſwer as he was able to ap- 
rehend; and, if he had underſtood me, 
did not ſee how it was poſſible to con- 
trive any way for finding myſelf nou- 
riſhment. While we were thus en- 
gaged, I obſerved a cow paſting by, 
whereupon I pointed to her, and ex- 
refſed a deſire to let me go and milk 
This had it's effect; for he led 
me back into the houſe, and ordered 
a mare-ſeryant to open a room where a 
good ſtore of milk lay in earthen and 
wooden veſſels, after a very orderly and 
cleanly manner. She gave me a large 
bowl full, of which I drank very 
heartily, and found myſelf well re- 
freſhed, 

About noon I ſaw coming towards 
the houſe a kind of yehicle drawn like 
a ſledge, by four Yahoos. There was 
in it an old ſteed, who ſeemed to be of 
quality; he alighted with his hind. feet 
forward, having by accident got a hurt 
in his left fore-foot, He came to dine 
with our horſe, who received him with 
great civility. They dined in the beſt 
room, and had. oats boiled in milk for 
the ſecond courſe, which the old horſe 


eat warm, but the reit cold. Their 


*mangers were placed circular in the 
middle of the room, and divided into 
ſeveral partitions, round which they 
fat on their haunches upon boſſes of 
ſtraw. In the middle was a large rack 
with angles anſwering to every partition 
of the manger. So that each horſe and 
mare eat their own hay, and their own 
maſh of oats and milk, with much de- 
cency and regularity, The behaviour 
of the young colt and fole appeared 
very modeſt, and that of the maſter and 
miſtreſs extremely chearful and com- 
plaiſant to their gueſt, The grey or- 
dered me to ſtand by him, and much 


diſcourſe paſſed bet een him and his 


friend concerning me, as I found by 
the ſtranger's often looking on me, and 
the frequent repetition of the word 
Yahoo, 

I happened to wear my gloves, which 
the £12 04 grey obſerving, ſeemed per- 
plexed, diſcovering figns of wonder 
what I had done to my fore-feet z he 
put his hoof three or four times to 
them, as if he would ſignify that I 
ſhould reduce them to their former 
ſhape, which I preſently did, pulling 
off both my gloves, and putting th 
into my pocket. This occaſioned far- 
ther talk, and I ſaw the company was 
pleaſed with my behaviour, whereof I 
ſoon found the effects. I was or- 


dered to ſpeak the few words I under- 


ſtood, and while they were at dinner, 
the maſter taught me the names for 
oats, milk, fire, water, and ſome others; 
which I could readily pronounce after 
him, having from my youth a great 
facility in learning languages. 

When dinner was — the maſter 


horſe took me aſide, and by ſigns and 


words made me underſtand the concern 
that he was in, that I had nothing to 
eat, Oats in their tongue are called 
hluunh. This word I pronounced two 
or three times; for although I had 
fuſed them at fixſt, yet, upon ſec v1 
thoughts I cotifidered that I could con- 
trive to make of them a kind of bread, 


which might be ſufficient with milk to 


keep me alive, till I could make my 
eſcape to ſome other country, and to 


creatures of my own ſpecies. The 


horſe immediately ordered a white 
mare-fervant of his family to bring me 
a good quantity of oats in a fort of 
wooden tray. Theſe I heated before 
the fire, as well as I could, and rubbed 
them till the huſks came off, which I 
made a ſhift to winnow from the grain; 
I ground and beat them between two 
ſtones, then took water, and made 
them into a paſte or cake, which 1 
toaſted at the fire and eat warm with 
milk. It was at firſt a very infpid 
diet, though common enough in many 
parts of Europe, but grew tolerable by 
time; and having been often reduced 
to hard fare in my life, this was not 
the firſt experiment I had made chow 


© eaſily nature is ſatisfied. And I can- 


not but obſerve, that I never had one 
hour's ſickneſs, while 1 ftaid in this 
iſland. It is true, I ſometi made 2 
ſhift to catch a rabbit, or bird, by 
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3. Yahoos hairs; and 1 


often gathered wholeſome herbs, which 
1 boiled, or eat as fallads with my 
bread, and now and then, for a rarity, 
I made a little butter, and drank the 
whey. I was at firſt at a great loſs for 
falt; but cuſtom ſoon reconciled the 


Want of it; and I am confident that the 


frequent uſe of ſalt amomg us is an ef- 
fe& of luxury, and was firſt introduced 
only as a provocative to drink ; except 
where it 18 neceſſary for preſerving of 
fleſh in long voyages, or in places re- 
moe from great markets. For we ob- 
ſerve no animal to be fond of it but 
man: and as to myſelf, when I left 


this country, it was a great while be - 


fore I could endure the taſte of it in any 
thing that T eat. | 
This is enough to ſay upon the ſub- 
je& of my diet, wherewith other tra- 
vellers fill their books, as if the readers 
were perſonally concerned, whether we 
fared well or ill. However, it was ne- 
ceſſary to mention this matter, left the 


world ſhould think it impoſſible that I 


could find ſuſtenance for three years in 


ſuch a country and among ſuch inha- 
bitants. et 

towards evening, the 
maſter horſe ordered a place for me to 
lodge in; it was but ſix yards from the 
houſe, and ſeparated from the ſtable of 


the Yahoos. Here I got ſome ftraw, 


and, covering myſelf with my own 
cloaths, ſlept very found: but I was 
in a ſhort time better accommodated, as 
the reader ſhall know hereafter, when I 


come to treat more particularly about 
my way of living. 


0 C H A P. III. 


THE AUTHOR STUDIOUS TO LEARN 
THE LANGUAGE=—THE HOUYHN- 
HNM, HIS MASTER, ASSISTS IN 

'" TEACHING HIM — THE LAN- 
GUAGE DESCRIBED — SEVERAL 
HOUYHNHNMS OF QUALITY 
COME OUT OF CURIOSITY TO 
SEE THE AUTHOR—HE GIVES BIS 
MASTER A SHORT ACCOUNT OF 
HIS VOYAGE, ' © 


M Y principal endeavour was to 
| learn the language, which m 
maſter (for ſo I ſhall henceforth call 
him) and his children, and every ſer- 


vant of his houſe, were deſirous to teach 


* 
— 
. 
— 


me. For they looked upon it as a pro · 
digy, that a brute animal ſhould diſco - 
ver ſuch marks of a rational creature, 
I pointed to every thing, and enquired 
the name of it, hich f wrote dowa in 
my Journal-book. when I was alone, 


and corrected my bad accent, by de- 


firing thoſe of the family to pronounce 
it often. In this employment, a ſorrel 
nag, one of the under-ſervants, was 
very ready to aſſiſt me. _ 
n ſpeaking, they pronounce throu 

the noſe and Throat and their language 
approaches neareſt to the High Dutch, 
or German, of any I know in Europe; 
but is much more graceful and ſignifi - 
cant. The emperor Charles V. made 
almoſt the ſame obſervation, when he 
ſaid, that if he were to ſpeak to his 
horſe, it ſhould be in High Dutch. 

The curiolity and impatience of my 
maſter was fo great, that he ſpent man 
hours of his leiſure to inftru&t me. He 
was convinced (as he afterwards told 
me) that I muſt be a Yahoo, but my 
teachableneſs, civility, and cleanlineſs, 
aſtoniſhed him; which were qualities 
altogether ſo oppoſite to thoſe animals. 
He was moſt perplexed about my 
cloaths, reaſoning ſometimes with him- 
ſelf, whether they were part of my bo- 
dy; for I never pulled chem off alt the 
family were aſleep, and got them on be- 
fore they waked in the morning. My 
maſter was eager to learn from whence 
I came, bow? acquired thoſe appear- 
ances of reaſon, which I diſcovered in 
all my actions; and to know my ſtory 
from my own mouth, which he _ 
he ſhould ſoon do by the great profici- 
eney I made in learning and pronouncing 
their words and ſentences. To help my 
memory I formed all 1 learned into the 
Engliſh alphabet, and writ the wards 
down with the tranſlations. This laſt, af- 
ter ſome time, I ventured to do in my ma- 
ſter's preſence, It coſt me much trouble 
to explain to him what I was doing for 
the inhabitants have not the leaſt idea 
of books or literature. 

In about ten weeks time, I was able 
to underſtand moſt of his queſtions z and 
in three months could give him ſome 
tolerable anſwers. He was extremely 
curious to know from what part of the 
country I came, and how I was tanght 
to imitate a rational creature, becauſe 
the Yahoos (whom he ſaw I exactly re- 
ſembled in my head, hands, and face, 
chat were only viſible) with ſome ap- 


pearance 
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of cunning, and the ſtrongeſt 


© diſpoſition to miſchief, were obſerved 


'to be the moſt unteachable of all brutes. 
1 anſwered, that I came over the ſea 
from a far place, with many others of 

own kind, in a great hollow veſſel 
made of the bodies of trees. That 
my companions forced me to land on 
this coaſt, and then left me to ſhift for 
myſelf. It was with ſome difficulty, and 


by the help of many ſigus, that I brought 


him to under ſtand me. He replied, 
That I muſt needs be miſtaken, or that 
1 ſaid the thing which was not. (For 
they have no word in their language to 
expreſs xr” bag falſhood.) He knew 
it was impoſſible, that there could be a 
country beyond the ſea, or that a par- 
cel of brutes could move a- wooden veſ- 
ſel whither they pleaſed upon water. 
He was ſure no Houyhnham alive could 
make ſuch a veſſel, nor would truſt Va- 
hoos to manage it. 
The word Houyhnhnm, in their 
tongue, ſignifies a. horſe, and in it's 
mology, the perfection of nature. I 
told my maſter, that I was at a loſs for 
n, but would improve as faſt as 
I could; and hoped in a ſhort time I 
ſhould be able to tell him wonders: he 
was pleaſed to direct his own mare, his 
colt and fole, and the ſervants of the 
family, to take all opportunities of in- 
ſtructing me; and every day, for two or 
three hours, he was at the ſame pains 
himſelf, Several horſes and mares of 
quality in the neighbourhood came often 
to our houſe, upon the report ſpread of 
a wonderful Yahoo, that could ſpeak 
like a Houyhnhnm, and ſeemed in his 
words and actions to diſcover ſome 
glimmerings of reaſon. Theſe delight- 
ed to converſe with me; they put ma- 
ny queſtions, and received fuch an- 
ſwers as I was able to return. By all 
theſe advantages I made fo great a pro- 
greſs, that in five months from my ar- 


rival, I underſtood whatever was ſpoke, 


and could expreſs myſelf tolerably well. 
The Houybnhnms who came to viſit 
my maſter, out of a deſign of ſeein 
and talking with me, could hardly be- 
lieve me to be a right Yahoo, becauſe 
my body had a different covering from 
ers of my kind. They were aſto- 
niſhed to obſerve me without the uſual 
hair or ſkin, except on my head, face, 
and hands; but I diſcovered that ſecret 
to my maſter, upon an accident that 
happened about a fortnight before, 
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I have already told the reader; 
every night when the family were gone 
to bed, it was my cuſtom to ſtrip, and 
cover myſelf with my cloathe : it hap- 
pened one morning early, that my ma- 
ſter ſent for me, by the ſorrel nag, 

was his valet; when he came, I was faſt 
sleep, my cloaths fallen off on one fide, 
and my ſhirt above my waiſt, I awak- 
ed at the noiſe he made, and obſerved 
him to deliver his meſſage in ſome dif- 
order; after which he went to my ma- 
ſter, and in a great fright gave him a 
very confuſed account of what he had 
ſeen: this I preſently diſcovered; for 
going as ſoon as I was dreſſed, to pay 
> Bong won upon” his honour, he 


me the meaning of what his ſer- 


vant had reported; that I was not the 
ſame thing when I ſlept as I appeared 
to be at +. By times; that his valet aſ- 
ſured him, ſome part of me was white, 
ſome yellow, at leaft not ſo white, and 


ſome brown. 


I had hitherto concealed the ſecret of 
my dreſs, in order to diſtinguiſh myſelf 
as much as I could from the curſed race 
of Yahoos; but now I found it in vain 
to do fo any longer. Beſides, I conſi- 
dered, that my cloaths and ſhoes would 
ſoon wear out, which already werein a 
declining condition, and muſt be ſup- 
plied by ſome contrivance from the hides 
of Yahoos or other brutes z where 
the whole ſecret would be known: 
therefore told my maſter, that in the 


country from whence I came, thoſe of 


my kind always covered their bodies 


with the hairs of certain animals pre- 


pared by art, as well for decency, as 
to avoid the inclemencies of air both 
hot and cold; of which, as to my own 
perſon I would give him immediate con- 
viction, if he pleaſed to command me; 
my deſiring his excuſe, if I didnot ex- 
poſe thoſe parts that nature taught us to 
conceal, He ſaid my diſcourſe was all very 
ſtrange, but eſpecially the laſt part; for he 
could not underſtand why nature ſhould 


teach us to conceal what nature had giv- 


en. That neither himſelf nor family were 
aſhamed of any parts of their bodies; but 
however I might do as Ipleaſed. Where- 
upon, I firſt unbuttoned my coat, and 
pulled it off, I did the fame with my 
waiſtcoat j and drew off my ſhoes, ſtock - 


- ings, and breeches. I let my ſhirt down 


to my waiſt, and drew up the bottom, 
faſtening itfike a girdle about 
dle to hide my nakedneſs, + 


that 


by 
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1e —evitivik's Travers, 
My matter obſerved the whole per- 


ved the 1 
formance with great ſigus of curiphy 
and admiration. Ne took up all wy 
cloaths in his paſtern, one piece after 


another, and examined them diligently; 


he then ſtroaked my body very gently, 
and looked round me ſeveral times, af- 
ter which he. ſaid, it was plain I muſt 
be a perfe& Yahoo; but that I differed 
very much from the reſt of my ſpe- 
cies, in the ſoftneſs, whiteneſs, and 
ſmoothneſs of my ſkin; my want of 
hair in ſeveral parts of my body; the 
and ſhortneſs of my claws behind 
and before; and my affectation of walk- 
ing continually on my two hinder feet. 
He defired to; ſee no more, and gave 
leave-to put on my cloaths again, 
for 1 was ſhuddering with cold. 
I expreſſed my uneaſineſs at his giv- 
ing me ſo often the appellation of Ya- 
hoo, an odious animal, for which I 
had fo utter an hatred and contempt. I 
begged he would forbear applying that 
word to me, and take the lame order in 
his family, and among his friends 
hom be ſuffered to ſee me, I requeſt- 
ed, likewiſe, that the ſecret of my hav- 
ing a falſe covering to my body: might 
be known to none but himſelf, at leait 
as long as my preſent cloathing ſhould 
laſt; for as to what the ſorrel nag, his 
valet had obſerved, his honour might 
command him to conceal it, | 
All this my maſter very graciouſly 
conſented to, and thus the tecret was 
kept till my cloaths began to wear out, 
which I was forced to ſupply by ſeveral 
contrivances that ſhall hereafter be 
mentioned, In the mean time, he de- 
2 I would go on with my utmoſt di- 
igenge to learn their language, becauſe 
he was more aſtoniſhed at my capacity 
for ſpeech and reaſon, than at the figure 
of my body, whether it were covered 
or no; adding, that he waited with ſome 
impatience to hear the wonders which 
I promited to tell him. 
From thenceforward he doubled the 


pains had been at to inſtrutt me; he 
- bro 


aght me into all company, and made 
22 treat me with civility, becauſe, as 

told them privately, this would put 
me into good humour, and make me 
more diverting. = 
Every day when I waited on him, 
beſide the trouble he was at in teaching, 
he would aſk me ſeveral queſtions con · 
cerning myſelf, which I anſwered as 


* 
well as I could; and by theſe means 
he had already received. ſome general 
ideas, though very imperfe&t. It would 
be tedious to relate the ſeveral ſteps by 
which I adyanced-to a more regular 
converſation : but the firſt account I 
gave of myſelf in any order and length 
was to this purpoſe, | 

That I came from a very far country, 
as I had already attempted to tell him, 
irh about fifty more of my own ſpe- 
cies; that we travelled-upon the ſeas, 
in a great hollow veſſel made of wood, 
and larger than his honour's houſe, 1 
deſcribed the ſhip to him in the beſt 
terms I could, and explained by the 
help of my handkerchief diſplayed, 
how it was driven forward by the wind. 
That upon a quarrel among us, I was 
ſet on ſhore on this coaſt, where I 
walked forward without knowing whi- 
ther, till he delivered me from the per- 
ſecution of thoſe execrable Yahoos. He 
alked me, who niade the ſhip, and how 
it was poſſible the Houyhnhoms of my 
country would leave it to the . 
ment of brutes ? My anſwer Ds Hike 
I durſt proceed no farther in my rela- 
tion, unleſs he would give me his word 
and honour that he would: not be of- 
fended, and then I would tell him the 
wonders I had ſo often promiſed. He 
agreed and I went on by aſſuring him 
that the ſhip was made by creatures like 
myſelf, who in-all the countries I had 
travelled, as well as in my own, were 


the only governing rational animals; 


and that upon my arrival hither, I was 
as much aſtoniſhed to ſee the Houyhn- 
homs act like rational beings, as he or 
his friends could be in finding ſome 
marks of reaſon in a creature he was 
pleaſed to call Yahoo; to which I on- 
ed my reſemblance'in every part, but 
could not account for their degenerate 
and brutal nature. I ſaid farther, that 
if good fortune ever reſtored me to 2 
native country, to relate my trave 

hither, as I reſolved to do, every body 
would believe that I-ſaid the thing which 
Was not; that I invented the ſtory out 
of my own head; and with all poſſible 
reſpect to himſelf, his family andiriends, 
and under his promiſe of not being of- 
fended, our countrymen would hardly 


think it probable, that a Houyhnhnm 


ſhould be the ing creature of a na- 
tion, anda Yahoo the brute, + 
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Tut HOUYHNHNMS NOTION, OF 
- TRUTH AND. FALSHOOD — THE 
- AUTHOR's | DISCOURSE! | DISAP- 
- PROVED BY HIS MASTER — THE 
Arosa ots 4 MORE PARTI 
- CULAR ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF, 
. . AND | THE , ACCIDENTS OF HIS 
 VoYach, © £ 4 "RY 

A/T Y. maſter heard me with 
| pearance of — — 
countenance, becauſe doubting or not 
believing are ſo little known in this 
country, that the inhabitants cannot tell 
how to behave theinſelves under ſuch 
And I remember in 
frequent diſcourſes with my maſter con- 
cerning the nature of manhood in other 
of the world, having occaſion to 


kalk of lying, and falſe repreſentation, 


it vas with much difficulty that he com- 
hended what I meant, although he 
otherwiſe a . moſt acute judgment. 
For he argued thus: That the uſe of 
ſpeech was to make us underſtand one 
another, and to receive information of 
facts; now if any one ſaid the - thing 
which aqua not, thoſe ends were de- 
feated 3 becauſe I cannot properly be 
ſaid to underſtand him, and I am ſo 
far e gas | dy wr: that 
he leaves me than in ignorance, 
for I am led to believe a thing black 
when it is aubite, and ort when it is 
long. And theſe were all the notions he 
had concerning that faculty of lying, ſo 
perfectly well underſtood and univerſally 
practiſed among human creatures. 
To return from this digreſſion ; when 
I aſſerted that the Yahoos were he only 
governing animale in my country, 
which my maſter ſaid was altoge! 
paſt his conception, he deſired to 
whether we had Houybnhnms 
us, and what was their employment: 
told him, we bad great numbers z that 
in ſummer they grazed in the fields, and 
in winter were kept in houſes, with hay 
and oats, here Lahoo ſervants, were 
employed to rub their ſkins ſmooth, 
comb their manes, pick their feet, ſerve 
them with food, and make their beds. 
« I underſtand you well,” ſaid my ma- 
ſer, -* it is now very plain, from all 
f you” have ſpoken, that whatever 
: of reaſon the Yahoos pretend 
« to, the Houyhnhamy are your ma- 
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© ſtersz E he! wifi our Yahoo 
© ,would be ſo dle.“ I begged his 
honour would be pleaſed” to excuſe 
me from 1 any farther, he- 
cauſe I was very certain that the ac. 


count he expected from me would be 
highly diſpleaſing. But he inſiſted in 
commanding me to let him know the 
beſt and the-worfſt: I told him he ſhould 
be obeyed. I owned, that the Houyhn- 
homs among us, whom we called 
horſes, were the moſt generous and 
comely animal we had; that they ex- 
celled in ſtrength; and ſwifineſs; and 


when they belonged to perſons of qua- 


lity, were employed in travelling, racing, 
or drawing charjots, they were treated 
with much kindneſs and care, till th 
fell into diſeaſes, or became found 

in the ſeet ; but then they were ſol 
and uſed to all kinds of drudgery, u 
they died ; after which their ſkins were 
ſtripped, and ſold for what they were 
— — = . left 2 de- 
vou and birds o 2 
But — — of 2 
not | „ being k 
farmers and carriers, and pon 


people, who put them to greater labour, 


and fed them worſe. I deſcribed; 'as 
well as I could, our way of riding; 
the ſhape and uſe of a bridle, a ſadd 
a ſpur, and a Whip; of harneſs and 
Wheels. I added, that we faſtened 
plates of a certain hard ſubſtance, call - 
ed iron, at the bottom of their feet, to 
. their hoofs from being broken 
the ſtony ways on which we often 


travelled. 4 t, 
My maſter, after ſome expreſſions 
of great indignation, wo how we 


dared to venture a Houybnhom's 
back; for he was ſure that the weakeft 


ſervant in his houſe would be able to 


ſhake off the ſtrongeſt — 
lying down, and rolling on his ; 
the brute: to death. I anſwer- 
ed, that our horſes were trained 
from three or four years old, to the ſe- 
veral uſes we intended them for; 'that 
if any of them proved intolerably vi- 
cious, they were em for car- 
riages ; that they were ſeverely beaten 
while they were young, for any miſ- 
chie vous tricks: that the males 
ed for common uſe in riding or draught, 
were generally caffrated about two 
years after their birth, to take down 


their ſpirits, and make them mace. tame 
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coun 
_ ſeveral actions 


. ele Fol th anhſwör tha _ 

joints that ne- 
ceſſity. He — not What could be 
the uſe of thoſe ſeveral clefts and di- 
viñone in my feet behind ; thut theſe 
were too ſoft to bear the hardneſs and 
— of ſtones, without a covering 

from the ſkin of ſome other brute; 
that my whole body wanted a fence 
again heat and cold, which I was 


forced to put on and off every day with 
tediouſneſs and trouble. And, laſtl 
Cena | niimal 3a\ 06 
cou ee e 
whom the ws th 80 
ger rom them. | 
— — 
could not ſee how it were poſſible 
to cure that natural antipathy which 
every creature diſcovered agai 


. How- 

Id: (as he faid) debate the 

no farther, becauſe he was more 
was 


deſirous to know own ſtory, the 
try where I — born, and the 
events of my life 
rap Sor bim, do extremely de 
im - 
firous I was, that he el 
in * » 
ED 3 
myſelf on ubjecte w 
ol his — could N concep · 
tion, becauſe I ſaw nothing in his coun- 
to which I could ble them. 
t, however, I would do my bet, 
and ſtrive to expreſs myſelf by ſimili- 
humbly defiring his aſſiſtance 
when I wanted proper words, which 


he was 22 me. | 
I ſaid, my birth was of honeſt pa- 
rents, in an iflandcalled England, which 
e 

journey as is 
— ſervants could travel in the 
un. That 1 was 


: 


— 
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cially of my own/countty.. 
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' - "COMMAND;: INFORMS HIM' OS 


. "CAUSES: OP, WAR AMONG THB 
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T E reader may pleaſe dd pbſerye, 

1 po ets $I AUT. 

ny- converſations I had with my maſter, 

ru, or d. ie enemy contains a ary af the moſt ma- 

| moſt of them had broken out of priſenz terial poi ich we diſcourſed 
none of theſe durſt return to their yative 
countries for fear of hanged, 'of 
of ſtarving in a gaol z and therefore were 
under of ſeeking a livelihood 

nay "as 9 


in other places. b | 
During this «diſcourſe, my maſter 
was pleaſed to interrupt me ſeverul times; nuf 


4 
* 
1 % 


z I diſcourſed of trade and 
of arts and ſciences 
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Thad made uſe of many circumlocu - the anſwers I to. all 

| 

4 

ö 

. give him" ideas of the defire of 

Power and rithes, and of the terrible ef- _ YE —— 
fects of luſt, intemperance, malice, and needs fuffer by my 


as by a un- 


- Fl 


well 


$9 x 


-commands, I related to him the revolu- 


Py 


before, he would Hiſt up his with long 
amazement and indi N, : 
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GUEDIVER'S: TRAYELS: hag 
| ſtorm, and the ſecond, by land which we. call-Eurape, but eſpe», 
MATH amet a Tock.” Here my — — — 


ru STATE; OF, ENGLAND—THE 


" THOR BEGINS TO EXPLAIN THE * 


tion under the Prince of Orange, the 


f | 
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1 
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a 
i 


mould a few of the chief. 
Sometimes the: ambition of 
© who never think they have land or 
people enough to ſometimes 
7 — . — who en- 
their maſter in a war, in order 
7 or divert the clamour of: the 
& {ubjeRts againſt their evil adriniſtra- 

2 tion. Differente in opinions hath coſt 
many millions of lives: for inſtance, 
rhether e he bread, or bread be 
4e; whether the juice of a certain 
© berry: be blood or vane 3 whether 
© qwhiftlin — — a Vice or a virtue; he · 


ther it better to n a. the eſt 6 


vathrow it into Ihe Greg what is the 
© e9lour for a . Whether — 


„ Neither are any 
bloody, or of 
e 
nien an im- 
Ds oY 
4 r quarial 
is to decide: which of them 

| 2 third of his domini- 
| = _—_—_ neither of them pretend 
td any right. Sometimes one prince 
mQuarvetlerh with another, for fear the 
ther ſhould quarrel with him. 
4 times a war is entered upon, becau 
*theenemy+is two rong, and ſome- 
times becauſe he is too<ucat.. Some- 
times our neighbours avant the bn 
which we have; or hae the 
Which we aan; and we both fight 
till they take ours, or give us theirs. 
At is a very quſtifiable cauſe 294 19 
< to invade a country after th 
-© havedeen waſted by famine, — 
by peſtilenre, or embroiled b 
tions among themſelves. 115 juſt- 
fable to enter into war againſt our 
no ally, when one of his towns 
lies comhvenient Sor u, or 2 — 
of land, that would render our domi- 
nion round. ian compleat. If a 
prince ſends . forces into a nation, 
where the people are poor and i 
rant, he may lawfully put 
hem to death, and make ſlaves of the 
2 reſt; in order to ciwilise and reduce | 


{*/lwigg. It is a very kingly, hondur- 
able, and frequent ice, when one 
a pfince deſires the aſſiſtance of another, 
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— he hath driven out 
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Wh 


© trade e 
© a 


e nourable of all of 


1 
troops to richer nations for ſo much a 
« day to each man ; of which they 

© three fourths to, themſelves, and it is 


- What you have told we, ſaid my 
maſter, r . 
vin diſcover 


745 greater oP 
that nature hath left you 
Hs capable of doip — — ; for 


— = dp in- 


—— mouths e with your 
faces, you can bite each Sor 
4 to- any a can hard by conſent. 


Then , as 
feet before and. behind, they are 
ort and tender, that one of our Va- 
© hogs. would drive a dozen, of 'yours 
© betore him; and therefore, in re- 
*: counting. the numbers of thoſe who 
„ have been killed in -battle, I cannot 
but think that pon ee thing 
L— forbear tha head 

I could not r king = , 
— ſmiling a little at W fre, 
And being no ſtranger to, the ar 
- wary, I gave him a deſcription of 4 
.-nons, culverins, muſquets, . 


f of piſtols, bullets, powder, ſwords, ba 


vet, ſieges, retreats, attacks, un 


countermi | bar 
them from their barbarous w] « ea-fights ; ſhips (un an wa « . 


"Fiat twenty thouſand. killed * — 
2 groans, line Meg n the 
— moke, noiſp, co 
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| eaſes left for food to dogs and — — 
n of . —— 


V, oy dear countrymen, 

that I had ſeen — * up a 

A e 
n A gh 
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r in 
n gre dinecon,of th 
— leg gm 


ſaw not 
be for this bing called law,. fiace ; 
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what anden them 


the intentions and 


of it 
be — i 


— ent ey —— 


to av dl. 


J affured his honour, that. law was 


* ſcience wherein I had not much 7 


verſed, having little more knowledge 

it — — Lhad obtained by — — 
+ ing advocates, in vain, upon ſome in- 
juſtice that had been done me, and by 
converſing with ſome. others, who, 
the ſame method had firſt lokt their ſub» 


heir — and. then left their own cou 


urbance in his mind, io Which he. was 
* niger. be He thought 
ö bein 2 ch abominable 


admit them 
with leſs deteſtation. at although 
e hated the Yahoog,'of this country, 
t he no more blamed. them for their 
dious qualities, than he did a 
bird. of prey) hes it's cruel 
ſtone for cutting his 0 
| pretending to reaſon 
1 ca of ſuch enormities, he 
dreaded leſt the corruption of that - 
1 be worſe than brutali 
| ſeemed therefore confi — 
tipſtead of reaſon, we were only. poſ- 
fled. af ſome; quality fitted to increaſe 
UT; natural vices z as the reflect ion from 
A troubled ſtream returns. the image of 
— Iten body not only — but 


more diſtort 
75 on, a e "both 
upon, t u 0 war, ot 
— nd. ſome. I ormer diſcourſes. 
boots 3 — point Which a little 
Fuad him at preſent. I had in- 
im, that ſome . crew left 
| 5 n being ruined 
„that I had ere — — 
ig 8 * word; but 
at a 18 ſhould. come to paſs 
that the law, — Ha was intend 
N man $ ation, ſhould be * 
ruin. herefore, be 11 
ther ſatisfied what I meant by law, 
85 out ſort of diſpenſers, t it 


ws &e 


b oſe practices th 
2 pro Po be hog fry 


d. He added, he 


| 8 
Founders, or rather. 


4 of ſuch . 
ts.; er, I would give 
17 the fatisfaRion I was able. 
id, that thoſe who made pro | 
pony, dience were ere 
ns being almoſt equal to the cater» 
Wers in number; that they were of 
ers degrees, diftio&tions, and deno- 
minations. The numerouſneſs of thoſe 
who dedicated themſelves to this x 
feſſion were ſuch, that the fair and jul- 
tifiable advantage and income of the 
profeſſion was not ſufficient for the de- 
cent and handſome maintenance of 
multitudes of thoſe who followed it. 
Hence it came to paſs that it was found 
needful to ſup pply that by. artifice and 
cunning, which could not be procured 
by juſt and honeſt methods. The 
better to bring which about, yery. many 
men among us were bred up from their 
youth in the art of proving, by words 
Valeo for that purpoſe, that aulit 
is black, and black is white, accordi 
as they are paid. The "> 


theſe men's 9 and the boldneſs 


of their pretenſions, gained upon the 
opinion of the yulgar, whom. in a man- 
ner they made ſlaves of, and got into 
their wei bode much the ſhare of 
ice of their profeſſion, Theſe 

itioners wy by men of. diſcern» 
ment called pettifoggers, way is, con- 
of right.) 
As it was . E wall as the 
misfortuge * my ſuffering acquaint- 
ce, to be engaged only with this 
cies of the profeſſion, I defired his 
nour to underſtand the deſcription I 
bad to give, and the ruin I had com- 
plained of, to relate to theſe ſectarien 


only i 40d bew 20d by hs 


_ 
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the misfortunes we met with, were 
brought upon us by the management 
of theſe wen night be more eaſily con- 
ceived by explaining to Him their me- 
thod of ing, Shieh could not be 
— done than by ey er am ex. 


Anple. 
. **© My ur,” aich T; "_ 
© poſe, 12 a mind to my cow ; he hi 
ES theſe advocates to prove” 
ht to have my cow from me. 
088 an be : 
„ fend t 


ht, it being againſe afl 
7 rules — why ban 


| 5 allowed to For himſelf. Nw, 
this caſe, I who am the right owner 
under two great . 
. Fiſt, my advocate Being, 4 == 
©before, iſed aloft 
„cradle in defending fal 


is 
- out of his element when I 


which, as an office 
2525 whh with "great 


* rm cen Fg if nor wit with an ill. will. 
© Phe ſecond diſady is, that ny 
© #dvoctts muſt with great 


« muft th 


© taution; for, fince the maintenance * 


7 6 many 

2 of bufinefs, ould he . 

fummarily, if he does not Fuer the 
2 diſpleafore of his ſaperiors, he is ſure 
7 60 in the i11-will and hatred of his 
* ren, as being by them eſteemed 
one that would lefſen che practice of 
de mw. This being the caſe, 1 have 
© but two methods to preſefve my cow, 
© The firſt is, to gain over my adver- 

© fary's' üdvocate with a double fee 
© from the manner and hour. 7 of wh 
education beforementi it is eaſy 
© to he will be induced to drop 
© His © _ and let che balance fall to 


| — m The ſecond way is, for 
| e not to infift 4 "tice of 


© up avs by ln Yates 
and this, if 
© it be dexrooly and 8 nt done, 


„i you towards obtain - 
© ing a Favourable verdist, it having © 
©. been found, from a careful obſerva- 
© tion of iffues and events, that the 
« wrong fide, under the management 
© of ſuch” , has the fairer 
— chance fucceſs ; and this more 
ially, if it happens, as it did in 

| : mine und my friend's caſe, and may 
have done fince, that the perfon ap- 
pointed to decide all controverſies of 
property, as well as for the trial of 


? Frimipals, who mould be raken guy 


s on the 


the cow . 


Seen TRAVELS,” 


— ndd with of his 
« profeſſion, is by the recommendation 
© of # vovrite, or court-thntteſs, 
© choſen out of the' fe& beforemen- 
© tioned; and ſo h deen under a 
= — | 


againſt 
ling, lies as it were 
ty of favouring; thift- 


gion * 


W453. 


4 | | 
1 
9 
5a LS 
* =. 
- 


11 
1 


1 
5 
7 


© cord all the deciſions 
even thoſe which h 

© 'rance or 
rules of common juſtice 
—— — 

u the name 

r produce s authorities, and 
* endeavour s the moſt ĩ 
© tous api they are fo I 


„ in wis ice, that it fails o 
a 4722 


© ex 
ey dy 


£ -4 n "Plex 
* but are loud, violent, and tedious 
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Il 
25 


© entering into 1 


„ dwelling upon all — hi. 
5 are not ſo the pu Por inftanc« 
* in the caſe Aren . t 


— 2 INE claim | 
e m to my © 
but 4 the 10 . | 
black, her horns long or ſhort z WMA- 
ther the field 1 graze her in be round 
ſquare ; whether the was "wy 

h 2 


never deſire 


is 
which 
n 


* 

4 

* 

x 

T or 
« 

; at jeſt to, andthe 
0 

* 
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ain Ron to be obſerved, — 
this ſociety a peculi ar cant 
< jargon. of their on, that no other 
« mortal can underſtand, and wherein 
«all their laws are written, which they 
take ſpecial care to multiply z whereby 
they have gone near to confound the 
4 eſſence of truth and fal ſhood, or 
« right and wrong} fo that it will take 
« thirty years to decide whether the 
« field, left me by my anceſtors for fix 
| 85 


1 to me or to a 
| n miles of,  - 
In the trial of perſons accuſed+for 
againſt the ſtate, the method is 
more ſhort and commendable: 
thoſe in , who know well 
to chuſe inſtruments fit for their 
take care to recommend and 
of this clan a proper per- 
method of education and prac- 
makes it eaſy to him, when bis 
difpoſition is underſtood, 
difficulty or ſtudy either to 
acquit the criminal, and 


ain preſerve 


9 „ > 
- 
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> 
2 
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it 
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ſuch 
theſe 


Z 
t 


172 
Hl 


they minded nothing 
that therefore, in all points 
them 
great ignorance and ſtupidi- 


3 


ele; 
out of their own trade, many 
were of ſo 
ty, that it was hard to pick out of any 
profeſſion - a generation of men more 
deſpicable in common converſation, or 


who were ſo much looked u as 
avowed enemies to — 1 and 
learning, being equally diſpoſed to per- 
neee 
every other ſubje&t of diſcourſe, as in 
that of their own calling. | a Coke 
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| Y maſter was yet wholly at a lofs 
M to underſtand what motives could 
incite this race of lawyers to-perplex, 
difquiet, and weary themſelves, and en- 
page in a confederacy of injuftice, mere- 
y for the ſake of injuring their fellow- 
animals; neither could he comprehend 
what I meant in ſaying they did it far 
hire.  Whereupon I was at much pains 
to deſcribe to him the uſe of money, the 
materials it was made of, and the value 
of the metals; that when a Yahoo had 
got great ſtore of this precious ſub- 
ce, he was able to purchaſe what- 
ever he had a mind to, the fineſt cloath- 
ing, the nobleſt houſes, great tracts of 
land, the moſt coſtly meats and drinks; 
and have his choice of the moſt beauti- 
ful females. Therefore, fince money 
alone was able to perform all theſe feats, 
our Yahoos thought they could never 
have enough of it to ſpend or to ſave, 
as they found themſelves inclined from 
their natural bent, either to proſuſion or 
avarice. That the rich man enjoyed 
the fruit of the poor man's labour, and 
the latter were a thouſand to one in 
rtion to the former. That the 
ulk of our le were forced to live 
miſerably, by labouring every day for 
s to make a few live 
fully. I enlarged myſelf much on theſe 
and many other particulars to the ſame 
rpoſe ; but” his honour was tilt to 
for he went a tion, 
that all animals had a title to their ſhare 
1 of the earth, and 
— y thoſe who er the reſt. 
Therefore he deſired 1 would let him 
. — coſtly meats were, 
ot us happened to want 
them. — I enumerated as 
many ſorts as came into my head, with 
the various methods of dreffing them, 
which could not be done without ſend- 
ing veſſels by ſea to every part of the 


world, as well for liquors to drink, as 
for ſauces, and innumerable other con- 


veniences. I aſſured him, that this 
Whole globe of earth muſt be at leaft 
three times gone round, before one of 
our better female Yahoos could her 
-breakfaſt, or a cup to put it in. He faid, 
That muſt needs be a miſerable coun- 
try, which cannot furniſh food for it's 
own inhabitants, But what he chiefly 

——_—— 
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of ground, as I deſcribed; ſhould be 
— without 2 —. the 
| e put to t 9 
— for — er 
and ( p nativi 
was computed to Kev 2 — 
dhe quantity of food mote than it's in» 
Sabitants are able to conſume, as well 
as liquors extracted from grain, or 
| preſſed out of the fruit of certain trees, 
—_— made excellent — and the 
| 11" gg in every con 
_ of life. But in _—_— feed 
luxury and intemperance of the males, 
and the vanity - the 53 we ſent 
away greateſt part of our neceflary 
things to other countries, from whence 
in mo brought the materials of 
diſeaſes, folly and vice, to ſpend 
_ ourſelves. 3 it follows — 
ſity, that vaſt numbers of our pes 
are compelled to ſeek their livelihood 
by begging, robbing, ſtealing, cheat- 
ing, pimping, forſwearing, flattering, 
ening, forging, - gaming, - lying, 
Fawning, hectoring, voting, ſeribbling, 
Kar- gazing, poiſoning, oring, cant- 
ing, libelling, free-thinking, and the 
like occupations. © Every one of which 
terms I was at much pains to make 
—_— - 
That wine was not imported 
us from foreign countries, to ſu 
the want of water or other drinks, 
but becauſe it was a fort of liquid which 
made us N by putting us out of 
our ſenſes;- diverted all melancholy 
- thovghts, begat wild ex ima- 
ginations in the brain, raiſed our hopes, 
and baniſhed our fears, ſuſpended every 
office of reaſon for a time, and i- 
9 T — coun wo "ps 
into a profoun 4 although it 
avuſt be confelled, that — —_ 
ed ſick and diſpirited, and that the uſe 
of this liquor filled us with. diſeaſes 
uncomfortable 


which made our lives | 
£8 Eve — 8 
the neceſſities or — of 
1 to the ich, and to each other. 
For inſtance, when I am at home and 
4 drefſed as I ought to be, I on 
my bodythe workmanſhip of 2 
« dredtradeſmen; the building and fur - 
niture of my houſe employ as many 
1 more, and five times the number to 
© -adorn wy wife.“ | 


_ - BUULIVER'S TRAVELS, 
wondered at, was, how fuch' vaſt tracts 


vtnioſt difficulty, that I brought him 
to apprehend what I meant. He could 
eaſily conceive, that a Houyhnhnm grew 
weak and heavy a few days before his 
death; or by ſome accident might hurt 
a limb: but that nature, who: works 
all things to ion, ſhould: ſuffer 
any pains to in our bodies,” he 
r deſired; to 
know the reaſon of ſo unaccountable 
an evil. I told him, we ſed on a thou 
ſand things which the one con- 
trary to each other ; that we ent when 
we were not hungry, and drank. with- 


out the tion of thirſt : (that 


we ſat whole nights drinking ſtron 
hquors without eating a bit hi 
2 us to — inflamed our 
ies, ipitated or prevented di- 
— That: profiicute female Va- 
oos acquired a certain malady which 
bred rottenneſs. in the bones of thoſe 
who fell into their embraces : chat this 
and many other diſeaſes were propa · 
gated from father to ſon, ſo that great 
numbers came into the world with com- 
plicated maladies upon them j that it 


y would be endleſs to give him à cata- 


logue of all diſeaſes incident to human 
bodies ; for they could not be fewer 
than five or fix; hundred, ſpread over 
every limb and joint; in ſhort, every 
„ external and inteſtine, having 
iſeaſes appropriated to them. To 
remedy which, there was 4 ſort of 
bred up among us — ne 

feſſion or pretence of curing. the fick. 
And becauſe I had ſome in the 
faculty, I would, in gratitude to his 
honour, let him know the whole my- 
OR method by which they -pro- 


4 Their fundamental ie, that all diC- 


« eaſes ariſe from repletion, from whence 


© they conclude, that a great evacuation 
© of the body is neceſſary, either through 
© the — ſſage, or upwards at the 
© mouth, heir next buſineſs is, from 
© herbs, minerals, gums, oils, ſhells, 
© ſalts, juices, ſea · weed, excrements, 
© barks of trees, ſerpents, toads, frogs, 
© ſpiders, dead men's fleſh. and hopes, 
© birds, beaſts, and fiſhes,: to ſorm a 
+ compolition for ſmell and * 
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© moſt abominable, nauſeous, and de- 
1 5 they poſſibly can contrive, 
« which the ſtomach immediately rejefts 
« withloathing; and this they call a vo- 
© mit; or elſe from the ſame ſtore-houle, 
s with ſome other poiſobous additions, 
« they command us to take in at the 
« orifice above or below, (juſt as the 
« phyſician then happens to be difpoſed 
a medicine equally annoying and diſ- 
« guſtful. to the bowels, which relaxing 
« the belly, drives down all before it, 
« and this they call 1 or a clyſter. 
For nature (as the phyſicians alledge) 
© having intended the ſuperior or inte- 
© rior orifice only for the ;ntromffion of 
« ſolids and liquids, and the. inferior 
< poſterior for ejeRion, theſe artiſts in- 
« geniouſly conſidering, that in all diſ- 
< eaſes nature is forced out of her ſeat; 
© therefore, to replace her in it, the bo- 
dy muſt be treated in a manner direct - 
« ly contrary, by interchanging the uſe 
© of each orifice, forcing ſolids and li- 
« quids in at the aus, and making 
« evacuations at the mouth. _ 

© But, belides real diſeaſes, we are 
ſubject to many that are only imagi- 
* nary, for which the phyſicians have 
© invented imaginary cures; theſe have 
« their ſeveral names, and ſo have the 
© drugs that are proper for them, and 
« with theſe our Hale Yahoos are al- 
« ways infeſted. e Ob ad. 
c One t excellency in this tribe 

© is their Nil in þ Ricks, wherein 
c oy ſeldom fail ; their predictions in 
© real diſeaſes, when they riſe to any 
« degree of malignity, generally por- 
© tending death, which is always * 

* their power when recovery is not ; a 
therefore, upon any unexpected ſigns 
of amendmnent, after they have pro- 
© nounced their ſentence, rather than 
be accuſed as falſe prophote, they 
© know how to ve their ſagacity to 
© the world by a ſeaſonable doe. 

© They are likewiſe of ſpecial uſe to 

© huſbands and wives, who 0 2 wn 
« weary of their mates, to eldeſt ſons, 
to great miniſters of ſtate, and often 
to princes." * 
I had formerly, upon occaſion, diſ- 
courſed with my maſter upon the na- 
ture of government in general, _— 
ticularly of our own excellent conflitu- 
tign, deſervedly the wonder and envy 
of the whole world. But having here 
accidentally mentioned a mifter of 
fate, he commanded me ſome time at- 
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ter to inform him what ſpecies of Ta- 
hos f particularly meant by that ape}. 


I told him that our ſhe-governor, or 
queen, having no ambition to gratify, 
no inclination to ſatisfy of extendin 
her power to the injury of her neigh- 
bours, or the prejudice of her own ſub- 
jets, was therefore ſo far from needing 
a corrupt miniltry to carry on or cover 
any finiſter defigns, that the not only, 
directs her own. actions to the good 
of her people, conducts them by the 
direction, and reſtrains them within the 
limitation of the laws of her own coun-' 

» but ſubmits the behaviour and 
acts of thoſe ſhe entruſts with the ad- 
miniſtration of her affairs, to the ex- 
amination of her t council, and 
ſubjects them to 4 penalties of the 
law, and therefore never puts any ſuch 
conſidence in any of her Fobjetts) as to 
entruſt them with the whole and entire 
adminiſtration of her affairs: but IL 
added, that in ſome former reigns here, 
and in many other edurts of Evrope 
now, where princes grew indolent and 
careleſs of their own affairs, through 
a conſtant love and purſuit of pleaſure, 
they made uſe of ſuch an adminiſtrator, 
as I had mentioned, under the title of 
Ain or chief minifler of flats, the de - 
ſcription of which, as far as it may 
be collected not only from their ac- 
tions, but from letters, memoirs, apd 
writiys publiſhed by themſelves, the 
truth: of which has not yet been diſ- 
puted, may be allowed as follows: 

That be is a perſon wholly exempt 
from joy and grief, love and hatred 
« pity and anger; atleaſt makes uſe o 
© no other paſſions but a violent deſire 
© of. wealth, , and titles; that 
* he applies his words to all uſes, ex- 
© cept to the indication of his mind; 
© that he never tells a ruth, but with 
© an intent that you ſhould take it for 
© a he nor a he, but with a deſig 
© that you ſhould take it for a trutl 
that thoſe he ſpeaks worſt of behind 
© their backs, are in the ſureſt way to 
© preferment ; and whenever | 


begins 
to praiſe you to others, or to yourſelf, 


© you are from that day forlorn. - The 
© worlt mark you cap receive is a pro- 
« miſe, eſpecially when it is Confirme 

© with an oath; after which every wie 
© man retires, and gives over all hopes. 
| © There are three methods by which 
« a man may * be chief mini 


% oviviven's 


n * 


7 The ick is, by Kugwing | nag v with. 
Ep dence to diſpoſe of 'a wife, a 


daughter, or a fiſter. , The ſecond, 
- © by betraying or undermining his pre- 
© gecefſor : and the third is by a fliriou? 
«zeal in publick afſemblies againſt the 
« corruptions of the court. Tut a wiſe 
prince would rather chuſe to employ 
© thoſe who practiſe the laſt of the 

methode; becauſe ſuch zealots prove 
«always the moſt obſequious and ſub- 
4 ſervient to the will and paſſions of 
«their mater. That theſe minifters 
© having all employments at their dif- 
©. pola), preſerve themſelves in power, 
* 57 bribing the majority of a ſenate 
_ © or great council; and, at laſt, by an 

72 of indemnity (whereof I deſcribed 

' the. nature to him) they ſecure them - 
c ſelves from after-reckonings, and re- 
© tire from the publick, laden with the 
© ſoils of the nation, 
. © The palace of a chief minifer is a 
* ſeminary to breed up others in his 
„ en trade. The. „ laegbeys, 
© and porters, by imitating their maſter, 
E become miners of fate in their ſe- 
© yeral diftrifts, and learn to excel in 
the three principal ingredients of in- 
E ſolence, Hing, and , Accord - 
7 ingly, they have a 6 ern court 
© paid to them by perions of the beſt 
+ © rank, and ſometimes, by the force of 
© dexterity and impudence, arrive, 
© through ſeveral 47 ions, E be 
© ceſſors to their lord. 

He is uſually govern by a decayed 
© wench, or favourite footman; who 
© are the tunnels oy which all 
« praces are conveyed, and may proper- 
eff be elite, bs the laff reſort, the go- 
© 'vernors of the Kingdom.” 

One day in diſcourfe, my maſter hav. 
ing heard me mention the robiliry of 
my country, was pleaſed to make me a 
„ e which I er 
to deſerve: that he was ſure, I mu 
have been born of ſome noble family, 
becauſe I far exceeded in ſhape, colour, 
and cleanlineſs, all the Yahoos of his 

ation, although 1 ſeemed to fail in 

1 and agility, which muſt be im- 

uted to my different way of * 
1 — thoſe other brutes ; and beſides, 
was not only endowed with the faculty 
of ſpeech, but likewiſe with ſome ru- 
_ diments of reaſon, to a degree, that 
| with all his acquaintance I paſſed for a 


. me oblerve, that among 


3 


the Houyhinlinme, the white, the wrrel, 


the 28. x 14 y 
and the iron - grey, were not 6 exuctly 
ſhaped. as the bay” the dapple- grey, — 
the black; nar born with equal talents 
of the mind, or a capacity to 1s 85 
them z and therefore continued away 
in the Tondition. of ſervants, without 
ever aſpiring to match out of their own 
race, which iu that country would be 
reckoned monſtrous and unnatural, 

I made his honour my moſt _ 
8 for the good opinion 
he was pleaſed to conteive of "me 5 but 
aſſured Him at the ſame time, that my 
Wl was of the lower ſort, having 

cen born of plain honeſt parevts, who 
were juſt” able to give me a tolerable 
education : that nobility among us was 
altogether. à different” thing from the 
idea he had of it ; that our'young no- 
blemem ate bred from their childhood in 
idleneſs and luxury; that as ſoon as 
their years will it, they conſume 
their vigour, and contract odious diſ- 
eaſes among lewd" females ; and when 
their fortunes are almoſt ruined, the 
marry ſome woman of mean birth, diſ- 
grecable perſon, and unſound” conſti- 
ion, merely for the ſake of money, 
whom they hate and defpiſe. That the 
productions of ſuch marriages are ge- 
nerally Icrophulous, ' ricketty, or de- 
formed children; by which means the 
family. ſeldom continues above three 
generations, unleſs the wife takes care 


to provide a healthy father among her 


% 


neighbours' or domeſticks, in order to 
improve and continue the breed. That 
a weak, diſeaſed body, a meagre coun- 
tenance, and a fallow complexion, are 
no uncommon marks of a great man; 
and a healthy robuſt appearance, is ſo 
far diſgraceful in a nian of quality, that 
the world is apt to conelude his real 
father'to have . one of the inferior: 
of the family, eſpecially when it is ſeen 
that the im tfehions of his mind run 
parallel with thoſe of his body, and are 

ttle elſe than a'compoſition of ſpleen, 
9 ignorance, caprice, ſenſuality 


: 


| CHAP. VII. | 
THE AUTHOR's GREAT LOVE Of 
HIS NATIVE COUNTRY—HIs MA- 
 STERE'S OBSERVATIONS UPON THE 
CONSTITUTION AND ADMINI- 


$TRATION OF EXCGLAND, AS DE> 
$CRIBED 
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T. reader I » 


2 | 
mylelf to giow ſo free. a 
of my own ſpecies, among à race 


mortals who; were already too apt t 
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lh RN be 2275 or = mo 


ing early commanding me 
a at. 4 Tz ＋ honour 


2154755 thy iſe opinion of e which 4% e. 
rom entire congruity t on on very 

me and their Yahoos. But Lmvil 12 L WN 

Iy eons. en e e eee 2 5 8 
theſe excellent quad 8, placed country,; be logqked upon us as a 
oppoſite vie to human corruptions hal ſort of be to whoſe ſhare, hy what 
ſo lar opened. my eyes, and enlighiened pore ent he could not conjecture, ſame 
AND that I began io view 4 7h: Fe. of, reaſon had fallen 


the adtious and paſſions of may in —— 
different light, and to hike the; 
of my-own k ind not worth, 1 
which, beſides, it was im 


me to do before à perſon a eure ä 
judgment rn matter, Yn ly gon- 
vinced me of a thouſand W my- 
ſelf, [whereof 4 had not — d per- 


cepüiaa hefore, and which among us 
would never. be numbered. even, E 


human infirmities; I had likewiſe 
ed from his — au u er dete ion 
of all falſhood or di and 7. 7 
appeared ſo amiable 49 me, that 
_ upon ſacriſi FPS every. 


woe EP VOY 
er, _ confeſs, that 2 (rn 
much ſtronger motive om 
Leck in Wy repreſentation pf things. 
1 had not been 4 year in this country . 


before I contracted ſuch, a love and.ve- . 


neration for the inhabitants, that J en- 


tered. on a firm refolutian never to re- d 


turn to human kind, but to Sx the 
reſt of life among theſe 


 Houyhnhoms, in the contemplation 


ractice of every virtue; 3 where I 


have no example or inticement to vice. 
But it was decreed by fortune, my per- 


enemy, that ſo great à felicity 
Frovid not fall to my ſhave, However, 
it is now ſome comfort to refle&,. that 
in what I ſaid of my countrymen, 1 &x- 
tenuated their faults, as much as I durſt 
before ſo ſtriſt an examiner, and upon 
every article gave as favoyrable à turn 
as the matter would bear. For, indeed, 
wha is there alive that would not be 


ſwayed by this biaſs and partiality to 


Kh: ce of his birth? 
ho aVe related the ſubſtance of ſeveral 


E 
_ which was . a character we 3 
no pretence to challen 


no other uſe than 


ie z ee to aggravate our natural 
tions, and — quire new ques, 
which nature fires us: tl 
we Py 4 Ht 
PET WO lyi 
Ving . ging 
nn ey 


ip 
ties ſhe w ed, bag been 


Wants, ſpend our w 
1 in vain Endeavour Fa them 


To own inyen That as to my- 
it 2 I had aa e 
Ree, or 8 12555 

* on my hinder 
maſs, AtTLVAnCe, to 


fs. we $. or defence, 

5 ——— the. hair from my chin, 
. which ms | as a ſhelter fr 
Toto weather, Lattly, T 
id. pether zun, with ſpeed, . 
e ethren (as he 


455 gur 


2. country. 
itutiong of gouermment 


zinly owing toour groſs 
$18 — and, by — 
in —— becauſe reaſon dase is f = 
ficient. to govern. 2 rational creature 


, even from — 
account I had given o my own 


although he manifeſtly perceived, Ave 


in order to favour them, I had concealed 


many particulars, and often ſaid the 


the thing which vt not 
— tbe more 1 
uſe he obſerved, that as 1 


| agreed; iQ every feature of my body with 
Yahoos, except where it was to my 
real diſadvantage int of 
ſpeed, and 0 e ſhortneſs o wy 
claws, and ſome other particulars — 
nature had no — ſo from the repre 
ſentation I ba * * of our To. 


our 


2 Yahoo, 


. 
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_* Abroad, and thoſe 


b  GVLEIVER's TRAVELS: 

| out manners, and our »Ations, he found 
$3 near a reſemblance in the diſpefiriot 
Te minds He fald the +57 


2 known to hate or 


than they di e Tees of 
Nes dic any. disetent 15 
We and * 0s wſvally affign- 
ed, was, the odiouſneſs "of their own 
ne Bar: all could ſee in mme reſt, 
Put not in thechſelves. He had there“ 
Fore began to thitik it not unwiſe in us 
chef our bodies, and by that inven- 
ibn, Ebiſceal many of our deformities 
Fromm each other, which' would elſe be 
Hardly ſupportable. But he now found 
he bad been miſtaken, and that the dif- 
Yenfſons of thoſe brutes in his 
Were owing to the ſume cauſe with ours, 
I had deſcribed them. For if (fail 
ne) you throw among five 'Yahoos as 
mech food as would be ſufficient for 
"Fifty, they will, inſtead of eating peace- 
#bly fall together by the ears; each ſingle 
"ont inipatient_to have all to ih; and 

terEfore a ſervant was vſually employ- 

A 6% ftand by while they were feedi 
Bac kept at home we 
Mech at  Yiſtance from tach other; t 
Ma cow died of agt or decident, bef 
4 Houytinhnm could ſecure it for his 
don 
Hood would come in herds to 
And then whuld enſue fuch's battle as T 
"had deſcribed, with terrible wound: 
* mide by their claws on both ſides, al. 
though they ſeldom were able to kill one 
Another. for want of ſuch convenient 


| Kg pede death, as, we had invent- 
ot. 


t other times the like battles have 

been fought between the Yahoo of ſe- 
*veral' neighbourhoods without any vi- 
Able cauſe ; thoſe of one Uiſtrit watch · 
ing ull o unities to ſurprize the next 


before they are prepared. But if they 


© find their projet hath miſcarried, they 
return home; and, for want of ent- 
mies, engage in what I call a civil war 
' among themſelves. | 
That in ſome fields of his country 
there are certain uin ones of ſeve · 
ral colours, whereof the Yahoos are 
violently fond ; and when part of theſe 
foner is fixed in the earth, as it ſome- 
times heppeneth, they will dig with 
their claws for whole days to get them 
out, then carry them away, and hide 
them by heaps in their kennels; but ſtill 


looking round with great caution, for 
- fear their comrades ſhould find out their 


=: note Moment p Meer 


ahoos, thoſe in the -, 7A 
eint i 


turab appetite, or how theſe ſtones could 
be of any uſe to u Vahoe but now he 
55 
inciple of avarice, hi | aſ. 
bade Wag} that he — 0 
way of' iment, private 4 
eee 
place where ane of his Vahoos had bo- 
ried it: whereupon, the ſordid animal 
menting brought the whole herd to the 
place, A miſerably ho wied, then fe}! 
to biting and tearing the reſt; began to 
pine away,” would neither eat nor ey 


nor work, till he ordered a ſervant 
vately to convey the ffones into the ſame 
Hole,” and hide them as before; which 
when his Yahoo had found, he - 
ſently recovered his ſpirits and good hu- 
'mour, but took cure to remove them 
to a better hiding: place, and hath ever 
ſince been a very ſeviceable'brute. 
My maſter farther aſſured me, which 
T lo gbſerved myſtif, that in the fields 
where the ſbining flones ' abound, the 
fierceſt and moſt frequent bartles are 


2 occaſioned by inroads 
of the neighbouring Yahoos. 
He faid, it was common when two 


it, Yahoos diſcovered ſuch a foxe in a field, 


and were contending which of them 
(ſhould be the proprietor, a third would 
take the advantage and carry it away 
from them” both; which maſter 
would needs contend to have ſome kind 
of reſemblance with our ſuits af law; 
wherein I thought it for our eredit not 
to undeceive him; fince the deciſion he 
mentioned was much more — 
than many decrees among us; uſe 
the plaintiff and defendant there loft no- 
thing befides the fone they contended 
for, whereas our courts of equity would 
ſeldom have diſmiſſed the caule while 
either of them had any thing left. 
My maſter continuing his diſcourſe, 
| aid, there was nothing that rendered 
= — A more odious than their un- 
inguiſhing appetite to devour every 
thing which FS tn their way, whe- 
ther herbs, roots, berries, the corrupt- 
ed fleſh of animals, or all mingled to- 
gether: and it was peculiar in their 
i temper, that they were fonder of what 
they could get by rapine or ſtealth at a 
greater diſtance, than much better foo 
provided for them at home. If their 
prey held out, they would eat till oY 
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were 


to "burſt ; after which; na · 


pointed out to them a certain 


Foot that gave chem a general evacua-, 
tion 45 814480 1 1 * 


There was alſo another kind of root 
very Juicy, but ſomewhat rare and dif- 
— . 2 —— the 1 
ſou for with muc er; A 
rig it with great delight; it pro 
duced in them the ſame $ that wine 
hath upon us. It would make them 
ſometimes hug, aud ſometimes tear one 
another; they would howl, and grin, 
and chatter, and reel, and tumble, and 
then fall aſleep in the dirt. | 

1 did — that the Yahoos 
were the animals in this country 
ſubject to any diſeaſes z which, how- 
ever, were much fewer than horſes have 
among vs, and contrafted not by any 
ill treatment they meet with, but by 
the naſtineſs and greedineſs of that ſor- 
did brute. Neither has their lang 
any more than a appellation 
thoſe maladies, which is borrowed from 
the name of the beaſt, and called bnea- 
yahoo, or the Taboo evil; and the cure 
preſcribed is a mixture of their on 
dung and urine, forcibly = down the 
Yahoo's throat. This I have' fince 
often known to have been taken with 
ſacceſs, and do freely recommend it to 


my countrymen for the publick , 
as an admirable ſpecifick again all diſ- 
eaſes produced by repletion. 


As to learning, —— arts, 
- manufaRtures, and the like, my maſter 
- confeſſed he could find little or no re- 

ſemblance between the Yahoos of that 
country and thoſe of ours. For he 


favourites, and mini, 


- pears to be a natu 


123 


tinues in office till a worſe can be found ; 
but the very moment he is difcardgd, 
his ſucceſſor, at the head of all the T 
hoos in that diftrit, young and old, 
male and female, come in a body, and 
diſcharge their excrements upon him 
from head to foot.” Bot how far this 
might be applicable to our courts” and 
8 Nn 
maſter ſaid I ebuld beſt determine. 
I durſt make no return to his mali- 
cious inſinuation, which debaſed homan 
underſtanding below the ſagacity of a 
common bound, who has jud 
enough to diſtingviſh and follow the 
of the ablef dog in the pack, wi . 
ever miſtaken. 1 
y maſter told me there were ſome 
ies remarkable in the Ya 
which he had not obſerved me to 
tion, or at leaſt very ſlightly, in the ac 
counts I had given him of human kind; 
he ſaid, thoſe animals, like other brutes, 
had their females in common; but in 
this they differed; that the ſhe Yahoo 
would admit the male while ſhe was 
pregnant, and that the he's would quar- 
rel and fight with the females as ff 
as with each other. Both which prac- 
tices were ſuch degrees of infamous 
brutality, that no other ſenſitive erea - 
ture ever arrived at, 
Another thing he wondered at in the 
Yahoos was, their ſtrange diſpoſition to 
naftineſs and dirt, whereas there 
ve of cleanlinals 
in all other animals. As to the two 


former accuſations, I was glad to let 


them paſs- without any reply, becauſe I 
had not a word to offer upon them in 


only meant to obſerve what parity there 
- was in our natures. He had heard, in- 
" deed, ſome curious Houyhnhnms ob- 
ſerve, that in moſt herds there was a 
fort of ruling Yahoo, (as among us 
there is generally ſome leading or prin- 
eipal ſtag in a park) who was always 
more deformed in body, and miſchievous 
in diſpoſition, than any of the reſt. That 
this had ufually a favourite as 
like himſelf as he could get, whoſe em- 


plo t was to kick bis er feet 
Lou yroreitrand and drive — 
 Yahoos'to his kennel; for which he was 
no and ther! rewarded with a piece of 
aſſes fleſh. This favourite is hated by 
the whole herd; and therefore, to pro- 
tet himſelf, keeps always near the 


defence of my ſpecies, which otherwiſe 
I certainly had done from my own in- 
- elinations. But I could eaſily have 
+ Vindicated human kind from the impu- 
tation of fingularity upon the laſt ar- 
ticle, if there had been any ſwine in 
that country, (as unluckily for me there 
were not) which, although it may be a 
ſweeter quadrupede than a Yahoo, can- 
not, I humbly conceive, in juſtice 
tend to more cleanlineſs; and ſo his 
honour himſelf muſt have owned, if he 
had ſeen their filthy way of feeding, and 
their cuſtom of ing and fleepi 
in the mud. - 

My maſter likewiſe mentioned ano- - 
ther quality which his ſervants bad diſ- 
covered in ſeveral Yahoos, and to him 
was wholly unaccountable, He faid, a 


rner, to 
„ and groan, and. ſpurn away all 
that dame near him, akhough he were 
|; 1 r, nor 
unter; nor could the ſervant. 2m 
what © ern 
ey found, n 
1 would in- 
come to bimſelf. Te this 1 ſo;d 
t, t. 1 to m 9*n 


"+ roo which aply ny nh 


By me 2 — 

they were fo —2 

nien, 2 Ty 
iy, 


17 wr 1 honour had - * 
py a female Yahoo would of 
— 2 — — 
Jung aa Ng- D then ap- 
Pear, and hide, uſing manꝝ antick gel- 
tures. and grimaces, at which time it 
was obſerved that ſhe had a moſt, offex- 
Howe fmell ; and when Any:of the males 
anced, would lowly retire, look} 
ten back, my with a counterfeit ſhew 
2 fear run off into (ame; convenient 
5 1 ſhe knew the male would 
Follow ber. 
At other times, if af female ſtranger 
came among them, Ihreę or four of her 
.own ſex would get about her, and Aare, 
and chatter, and gria, and ſmell her all 
2 and — 2 off with geſtures 
prels contempt and 


Ae, , maſter might refine a 
Little in theſe, ſpeculations, - which. he 
had drawn from nr he had obſerved 
— or had been told him b 
however, I ceuld not ref 
Ow ſome amazement, and moch 
. forrqw, that the rudiments of lewdneſs, 
2. cenſure, and ſcandal, ſhould 

place by inſtinct in womank ind. 

1 expected every moment that my 


thoſe unnatural appetites in both ſexes, 
common among us. But nature, it 
ms, hath not been ſo expert a ſchool - 

. miſtreſs; and theſe politer are 

entirely the produgtions of at 

fon, on our ide of the globe, 
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Fa - TH AVTHOR RELATES ABVBRAL 
„ FARTICYLARS OF THE YAHOOS 


. walter would accuſe the Vaboos of 


and rea- biting 
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* 1: fwd At 9 
e 
man 7 T0 Ted; better than I 
ſuppaſed iz poſſible ſor my maſter to do, 
{6;4t was e to apply the character he 
ae ef the Yahoo: to myſelf, and my 
coumntxy BEA 3: 464 1 believe; L could yet 
maketarthesdiſcoveries fm my own 
reer; I. therefore often begged 
is favour to let me go'ameng.the 
the herd of Nahoos in the neaghboynbood „ 
vo thich he always, very grac 
e perfect iy convinc 
hat tha hatred I thoſs.bru:es would 
nev euer to be corrupted Os 
and his henour ordered, of 
vants, a . — ſorrel nag. ve honeſt 
and, „ iO, my gvard, 
without hoſe protection I. durit — 
undertake ſuch adventures. For I have 


ing already told the reader bow much I was 


peſtered with thoſe odious animals 
upon my firſt arrival: and Iafterwards 
failed very, narrowly, three or four 
times, of falling into their clutches, 
when I happened to ſtray at any diſ- 
tance without my hanger. And I have 
rcaſon to believe t hey had ſome i imagi- 
ngztien that I was, of their own ſpecies, 
which I often aſſiſted myiclf, by ſtrip- 


"Ping. up my ſleeves, ad birwing my 


naked arms and breaſt in their 


when my proteſter was. with me. At 
would approach as 
near as they durſt, and imitate my a- 
tions after the manner of monk ies, but 
ever with great ſigns. of hatred, 28 3 
tame jack · -daw with cap and ſtock - 
ings is always perſecuted by the wild 
ones, when he happens to be got among 


They are prodigiouſiy vimble from 
their infancy; however, I once caught 
a young male of three years old, and 
endeavoured by all marks of tender- 
neſs to-make it quiet; but the little i me 
fell a ſqualling, and ſcratching 
with ſuch violence, that —— 
forced to let ĩt go; and ĩt was high time, 
for à whole troop of old ones came 


about us at the 2 but finding the 


cub was ſafe, (for it ran away) and my 
ſortel nag being by, 22 ven · 
ture near ug, I obſeryed the TY 
animal's fleſh to ſmell very rank, 


N 

able. I fertzet mother's 

and pethapt Pmight Have, thesrrüdere 
if it were Wolly omitted) 

white I held the odiovy verhn v my. 

hands, it voided 2 


of a yellow Ravi fob ol ave 
my Gee vor; by good fortune, 
there was u fmalt brock herd by, ere 
I waſhed tnyſelf as clean xs L could, 
though I durſt not coe into my m 


By what I could diſcover; the Yahboo 


to be the moſt unteathable of alf 
animals, their capacities neyer re#thih; 
higher than to draw or burdens. 
Yet 1 ok 8 — ini 
chi om a 2, reſtive 3 
„ For they are cud, 5 
freacherous, and tevengefuf. They are 
ſtrong and hardy, but of a cowartly 
ſpirit, and by conſequence inſolem, ab- 
je, and cruel. It is obſerved that 
red-baired of both ſexes art more libi- 
dinous and miſchievous than the reſt, 
hom yet they much exceed in ſtrength 
and activity. an 
The Houyhnhnums keep the Yahoos 
for preſent uſe, in huts not far from the 
houſe z but the reſt are ſent abroad to 
certain fields, where they dig up roots, 
eat ſeveral kinds of herbs, and fearch 
about for carrion, or ſometimes catch 
weaſels and luhimuhs (a ſort of wild 
rat) which they greedily devour. Na- 
ture hath taught them to dig deep holes 
with their nods on the fide of a riſing 
ground, where they lie by themſelyes, 
only the kennels of the females are 
larger, ſufficient to hold two or three 
cubs. * p 1 1 * 
They ſwim from their infancy like 
frogs, and are able to continue long un- 
der water, where they often take fiſh, 
which the females carry home to their 
young, And, upon this vecaſion,' I 
ope the reader will pardon my relating 
an odd adventure, | 
' Being one day abroad with my pro- 
tector, the ſorrel nag, and the weather 
exceeding hot, I intreated him to let me 
bathe in a river that was near. 
conſented, and I immediately ſtri 
myſelf ſtark- naked, and went down 
ly into the fiream. It happened 
that a young female Taboo ftandi 
behind a b faw the whole — 
ing, and idflamed by deſire, as the nag 
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all ſpeed; 22 to 9 
| A iped” into the 
withinyfiye yurde of the place where'F 
— was _ in my life fo ter- 
y fri the nag was grazing at 
ſome — tier — — 
due embrated me after a moſt fulſome 
mauney; I Watt as loud as I could, 
and — —_ gullopping towards 
me; & quitted ber graſp 
with Go gn lud and 
upon the oppofite bank; e ſhe ſtood 
ing at howling all the time I was 
7 1 ee 
This was matter of diverſion to my 
maſter aud hie family, as well as mor- 
tification to myſelf. For now I coujd 
no longer deny that I was a real Yahoo, 
in nn es, and feature, fince the fe- 
males had/anetural propenſity to me as 
one of their own fpecies : neither was 
hair of this-bryte of a red colour, 
which might have been ſome excuſe 
an appetite à little irregular) but 
black as a ſloe, and her countenance 
did not make an altogether 
ſo hideous as the reſt of the kind; for; 
F think, he could not be above eleven 
rs old, CA | 
Having lived' three years in this 
country, the reader, I ſuppoſe, will ex- 
peR, that I ſhould, like other travellers, 
give him ſome account of the manners 
and cuſtoms of it's inhabitants, which 
it was indeed my principal ſtudy to 
learn. 54 | 
As theſe noble Houyhnhnms are en- 
dowed by nature with a eral difpo« 
fition to all virtues, and have no con- 
ceptions or ideas of what isevil in a ta · 
tional creature, ſo their grand maxim 
is, to cultivate 1 of. on be wholly 
governed by it. Neither is reaſon among 
them a point problematical as with us, 
where men can argue with plauſibility 
on both fides of a queſtion; but ſtrikes 
you with immediate conviction ; as it 
muſt needs do where. it is not min 
obſcured, or difcoloured by paſſion and 
intereſt. I remember it was with ex- 
treme difficulty that I could bring my 
maſter to underſtand the meaning of 
the word e or how a point could 
be diſputablez becauſe reaſon taught de 
to 2 or deny only where we are 
certain; and beyond our knowledge 
we cannot do either. So that contro- 
verſies, wranglings, diſputes, and po- 
fitiveneſs in falſe or dubious propo- 
fitions are evils unknown among the 
| Houy hn- 


loſophers. I have often 
what deſtruction ſuch a doctrine 


race. For a ſtranger from the remoteſt 
part is equally treated with the neareſt 
neighbour, and wherever he * looks 
upon himſelf as at home. pre- 
ſerve decency and civility in the higheſt 
degrees, but are aldogether ignorant of 
cer They have no fondneſs for 
their colts or foals : but the care they 
take in educating them entirely 
from the dictates of reaſon. And I ob- 
ſerved my maſter to ſhe the ſame af- 
fection to his neighbour's iſſue. that he 
had for his own. They will have it, 
that nature teaches them to love the 
whole ſpecies; auch it is reaſon only that 
maketh a diſtinction of perſons, where 
there is a ſuperior degree of virtue. 

When the matron Houyhnhnms have 
produced one of each ſex, they no longer 
accompany with their conſorts, except 
they loſe one of their iſſue by ſome .ca- 
ſualty, which very ſeldom happens: 

but in ſuch a caſe they meet again; or 
when the like accident befals a perſon 
whoſe wife is paſt bearing, ſome other 
couple beftow on him one of their own 
colts, and then go together again till 
the mother is pregnant, . This caution 
is neceſſary to prevent the country from 
being over-burdened with numbers. 
But the race of inferior Houyhnhoams, 
bred up to be ſervants, is not ſo ſtrictly 
limited upon this article; theſe are al · 

ies to produce three of each ſex, to 
i domeſticks in the noble families. 

In their. marriages they are exactl 
careful to chuſe ſuch colours as will 
not make any diſagreeable mixture in 

the breed, Strength is chiefly valued in 


2 

| „and they 

: if the neceſſary ons 
a rational being. But the violation 

of ages, or an unchaſtity, 


- was, never heard of, and the married 


their lives with the ſame 
ſhipand mutual benevolence that 
they bear to all others of the ſame ſpe- 
cies, who, come in their way, without 


LA fondneſs, quarrelling or diſ- 
In educating the youth of both ſexes, 
their method 1s admirable, and highly 
es our imitation. Theſe are not 
ſutfered to taſte a grain of oats, except 
upon certain days, till. eighteen years 
old j nor milk, but very rarely; and in 
ſummer they graze two hours in the 
morning, and as long io the evening, 
which their parents hkewiſe obſerve, 
but the ſervants are not allowed above 
half that time, and a great part of their 
graſs is brought home, which they eat 
at the moſt convenient hours, when they 
* be ſpared from work. 7 
emperance, indufiry, exerciſe, an 
cleanlineſs, are the leſſons equally en- 
joined to the young ones of boch ſexes : 
and my maſter thought it monſtrous in 
us to give the females a different kind 
of education from the males, except in 
ſome articles of domeſtick management; 
whereby, as he truly obſerved, one half 
of our natives were good for nothing 
but bringing children into the world ; 
and to truſt the care of our children to 
ſuch uſeleſs animals, he ſaid, was yet a 
greater inſtance of brutality, | 
But the Houynhnms train up their 
youth to ſtrength, ſpeed, and hardineſs, 
y png in running races u 
and down ſteep hills, and over har 
and ſtony grounds; and when they are 
all in a ſweat, they are ordered to leap 
over head and ears into a pond ora river. 
Four times a year the youth of a cer- 
tain diſtrict meet to ſhew their profi- 
ciency. In runaing 40d. hou IN? 


ir 


S and agilit 

{here the victor is = with N - 

made in his or N On this fel 

tival the ſervants drive a herd of Va- 
hoos into the field, laden with hay, and 
ats, aud milk, for a repaſt to the 

Houyltinhoms; after which, theſe brutes 

are immediately driven back again, for 

fear of being noiſome to the afſembly, 
Every fourth year, at the vernal equi- 
ox, there is a repreſentative Pape, of 
the whole nation, which meets in a plain 
about twenty miles from our houſe, 
and continues about five or fix days. 

Here they enquire into the ſtate and 

condition of the ſeveral diftrias, whe- 

ther they abound or be deficient in bay 
er oats, or cows, or Yahoos. And 
wherever there is any want (which is 
but ſeldom). it is immediately ſupplied 

unanimous conſent, and  contribu- 
tion, Here likewiſe the regulation of 

children is ſettled : as, for _ if a 

Houhynbam hath two males, he chang - 

eth one of them with another that hath 

two females; and when a child hath 

been loſt by any caſualty, where the 

mother is paſt breeding, it 1s determined 

what family ſhall breed another to ſup- 

ply the loſs. | 
6 Y 
CHA FF. 

A GRAND DEBATE AT THE GENE» 
RAL ASSEMBLY OF THE HOU YHN+ 
HNMS, AND HOW .IT WAS DETER- 
MINED—-THE LEARNING OF THE 
HOUYHNHNMS—— THEIR BULLD» 
INGS—THEIR MANNER OF BURI- 
ALS— THE DEFECTLIVENESS OF 
THEIR LANGUAGE. 


NE of theſe grand aſſemblies was 
held in my time, about three 
months before my departure, whither 


my maſter went as the repreſentative of 


our diſtrict, In this council was re- 
ſumed their old debate, and indeed the 
only debate that ever happened in that 
country ; whereof my maſter, after his 
return, gave me a very particular ac- 
count. pay 

be queſtion to be debated was, whe- 
ther the Yahoos ſhould be extermina- 
ted from the face of the earth. One 
of the members for the affirmative offer- 
ed ſeveral arguments of great ſtrength 
and weight, alledging, that as the Yau 
hoos were the moſt filthy, noiſome, and 


* 
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deformed... animal which nature ever 
produced, ſo they were the moſt reſtive 
and indocible, miſchievous and mali- 
cious; they would privately ſuck the 
teats of the Houyhnhnms cows, kill and 
deyour their cats, trample down their 
oats and graſs, if they were not conti- 
nually watched, and commit a thouſand 
other extravagancies. He took notice 
af a general tradition, that Yahoos had 
not been always in that country ; but 
that, many ages ago, two of theſe brute 
appeared - together upon a mountain, 
whether produced by the heat of the 
ſun upon corrupted mud and ſlime, or 
from the ooze and froth of the ſea, was 
never known. That theſe Yahoos in- 
gendered, and their brood In a ſhort 
time grew ſo numerous as to over- 
run and infeſt the whole nation. That 
the Houyhnhnms, to get rid of this 
evil, made a general hunting, and at 
lat incloſed the whole herd, and de- 
ſtroying the old ones, every Houyhn- 
ham kept two young ones in a kennel, 
and brought them io ſuch a degree of 
tameneſs, as an animal ſo ſavage by 
nature can be capable of acquiring; 
uſing them for draught and carriage. 
That there ſeemed to be much truth in 
this tradition, and that thoſe creatures 
could not be YInhajamſhy (or Abori- 
jones of the land) becauſe of the violent 
atred the Houybnbams, as well as all 
other animals, bore t z which, al- 
though their evil diſpoſitions ſufficiently 
deſerved, could never have arrived at fo 
high a degree, if they had been Abori- 
ines, or elſe they would have long 
— been rooted out. That the inha- 
bitants, taking a fancy to ule the ſervice 
of the Yahoos, had very imprudent- 
ly neglected to cultivate the breed of 
aſſes, which are a comely animal, eafily 
kept, more tame and orderly, without 
any offenſive ſmell, ftrong enough for 
labour, although they yield to the other 
in agility of body ; and if their braying 
be no agreeable Tound, it is far 1 
ferable to the horrible howlings of the 
Yahoos, | 
Several others declared their ſenti- 
ments to the, ſame purpoſe; when 2 
maſter propoſed. an expedient to the af- 
ſembly, whereof he had indeed borrow- 
ed the bint from me. He approved of 
the tradition mentioned by the Honour - 
able member, who ſpoke before, and af» 
firmed, thag the two Yahoos faid to be 
firſt ſeen among them hag been driven 
MS thithet 
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thither over the ſea; that coin g to 
land, and being forſaken by their com- 
panions, they retired to the mountains, 


and degnerating by degrees, became, in 
| proceſs of time, much more ſavage than 


mm of their own ſpecies in the country 
m whence theſe two originals came. 
The reaſon of his aſſertion was, that 
he had now in his poſſeſſion a certain 
wonderful Yahoo (meaning wo) 
which moſt of them had heard of, and 
many of them had ſeen. He then re- 
lated to them, how he firſt found me; 
that my body was all covered with an 
artificial compoſure of the fkins and 
hairs of other animals; that I ſpoke in a 
language of my own, and had thorough- 
ly Jearned theirs; that I had related to 
im the accidents which brought me 
thither ; that when he ſaw me without 
my covering, I was an exact Yahoo in 
every part, only of a whiter colour, teſs 
hairy, and with ſhorter claws. He add- 
ed, boo I had endeavoured to perſuade 
him, that in my own and other countries 
the Yahoos ated as the governing ra- 
tional animal, and held the Houyhn- 
hams in ſervitude; that he obſerved in 
me all the qualities of a Yahoo, only a 
little more civilized by ſome tincture of 
reaſon, which however was in a degree 
2s far inferior to the Houyhnhnm race, 
-as the Yahoos of their country were to 
me ; that among other things, I men- 
tioned a cuſtom we had of caſſrating 
Houyhnhnms when they were young, in 
order to render them tame; that the ope- 
ration was eaſy and ſafe z that it was no 
ſhame to learn wiſdom from brutes, 
as (induſtry is mage by the ant, and 
building 5 the ſwallow: (for fo I 
tranſlate the word {yharnh, although 
it be a much larger fowl.) That this 
invention might be praftiſed upon the 
younger Yahoos here ; which, beſides 
rendering them traQable and fitter for 
uſe, would in an age put an end to the 
whole ſpecies without deſtroying life, 
'That, in the mean time, the Houyhn- 
hnms ſhould be exhorted to cultivate the 
breed of aſſes; which, as they are in all 
reſpe&s more valuable brutes, ſo they 
have this advantage, to be fit for ſer- 
vice at five years old, which the others 
r till * 3 FEA 
is was a t 
to tell me at that time 2 vrhat = 
in the grand council. But he was p 
to — 4 one particular, ich related 
perſonally to myſelf, whereof I ſoon 
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- ſtraight ; and being poin 


" | 
felt the unhappy effect, as the reader 
will know in it's proper place, and from 
whence I date all the ſucceeding miſ- 
fortunes of my life, x) 


The Houyhahnms have no letters, 
and confequently tneir knowledge is al} 
traditional. But there happening few 
events of any moment among a people 
ſo well united, naturally diſpoſed to 
every virtue, wholly gov by rea- 
fon, and cut off from all commerce with 
other nations, the hiſtorical part is eaſiſy 
preſerved without burdening their me- 
mory, I have already obſerved, that 
they are ſubjeft to no diſeaſes, and 
therefore can have no need of phyſicians. 
However, they have excellent medicines 
compoſed of herbs, to cure accidental 
bruiſes and cuts in the paſtern or frog 
of the foot by _— as well as 


other maims and s in the ſeveral 
parts of the body, - | 
They calculate the year by the revo- 


lution of the ſun and the moon, but uſe 
no ſubdiviſions into weeks. They are 
well enough acquainted with the mo- 
tions of thoſe two luminaries, and under- 
ſtand the nature of eclipſes ; and this is 
the utmoſt progreſs of their afronomy. 
In poetry they .muſt -be allowed to 
excel all other mortals ; wherein the juſt- 
neſs of their ſimilies, and the minuteneſs 
as well as exactneſs of their deſcrip- 
tions, are indeed ; inimitable. Their 
verſes abound very much in both of 
theſe, and uſually contain either ſome 
exalted notions of friendſhip and bene- 
volence, or the praiſes of thoſe who 
were victors in races, and other bodil 
exerciſes, Their buildings, althong 
very rude and ſimple, are not inconve- 
nient, but well contrived. to defend 
them from all injuries of cold and heat. 
They have a kind of tree, which at forty 
rs old looſens in the root, and falls 
with the firſt ſtorm; it grows very 
like ſtakes 
with a ſharp tone, (for the Houybn- 
homs know not the uſe of iron) they 
ſick them ere in the nd about 
ten inches aſunder, and then weave in 
oat-ſtraw, or ſometimes wattles betwixt 
them. The roof is made after the ſame 
manner, and ſo are the doors; | 
The Houyhnhnms uſe the hollow 
part between the paſtern and the hoof 
of their fore-feet, as we do our hands; 
and this with ter dexterity than I 
could firſt imagine. I have ſeen a white 
mare of our family thread a needle 
(which 


> | 
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(«hich I lent her on purpoſe) with that 
joint. They milk their , cows, rea 
their oats, and do all the work whi 
requires hands, in the ſame. manner. 
They have à kind of hard flints, which, 
by grinding againſt other tones, they 
form into inſtruments, that ſerve in- 
ſtead of wedges, axes, and hammers. 
With tools made of theſe flints, they 
likewiſe cut their hay, and reap their 
oats, which there grow naturally in 
ſeveral fields z the Yahoos draw home 
the ſheaves in carriages, and the ſer- 
vants tread them in certain covered 
huts, to get out the grain, which is 
kept in " iy They make a rude 
kind of earthen and wooden veſſels, and 
bake the former in the ſun. b 
If they can avoid caſualties, they 
die only of old age, and are buried in 
the obſcureſt places that can be found, 
their friends and relations expreſſing 
neither joy nor grief at their depar- 
ture, nor does the dying perſon diſcover 
the leaſt regret that he is leaving the 
world, any more than if he. were re- 
turning home from a viſit to one of 
his neighbours. I remember my ma- 
er having once made an appointment 
with a friend and his family to come to 
bis houſe upon ſome affair of importance, 
on the day fixed, the miſtreſs and her 
two children came very late z ſhe made 
two excuſes, firſt for her huſband, who, 
as the ſaid, happened that very 
ing to hnuwnh, The word is ſtrongly 
Ny pant in their language, but not 
ly rendered into Engliſh, it ſignifies 
to retire to his firſt mother. Her excuſe 
for not coming ſooner, was, that her 
huſband dying late in the morning, ſhe 
was a good while conſulting her ſer- 
vants about a 'convenient place where 
his body ſhould be laid ; and I obſerved 
ſhe behaved herſelf at our houſe as 
chearfully as the reſt : ſhe died about 
4 3 after. cir 
ive generally to ſeventy or 
. five years, very ſeldom to four - 
ſcore; ſome weeks before their death 
. they feel a gradual decay, but without 
pain. During this time they are much 
viſited by their friends, becauſe th 
cannot go abroad with their uſual 
and ſatis faction. However, about ten 
days before death, which they ſeldom 
fail in ting, they return the vi- 
ſits that have been made them by thoſe 
ho are neareſt in the neighbourhood, 
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morn- 
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drawn by Yahoos, which ww the / 


uſe, not on ey this occaſion, but 
when they — d upon long journies, 
or when they are lamed by an accident. 
Aud therefore when the dying Houyhn- 
hams return thoſe viſits, they take a ſo- 
lemn leave of their friends, as if they 
were going to ſome 2 of — 
country, where t to 
reſt of their — „ pp 

I know not whether it may be worth 
obſerving, that the Houyhnhnms have 


no word in their language to expreſs 


any thing that is evil, except what they 
borrow from the deformities or ill qua- 
lities of the Yahoos. Thus they de- 
note the folly of a ſervant, an omiſſion 
of a child, a ſtone that cuts their feet, 
a continuance of foul or unſeaſonable 
weather, and the like, by adding to each 
the epithet of Yahoo : for inſtance, 


hhbnm whaabolm yahoo, ynlhmn - 
—— aboo, a — ill MI 
houſe, ynblmb Taboo. 

I could with great pleaſure enlarge 
farther the manners and virtues 
of this excellent people : but intending 
in a ſhort time to publiſh a volume. by - 
itſelf expreſsly upon that ſubject, I re» 
fer the reader thither; and, in the 
mean time, proceed to relate my own 
ſad — 


CHAP. X. 
] W | 

THE AUTHOR'S OECONOMY AND 
HAPPY LIFE AMONG THE HOUYs 
HNHNMS—HIS GREAT IMPROVE= 
MENT IN VIRTUE, BY con- 
VERSING WITH THEM, - THEIR 
CONVERSATIONS—THE AUTHOR 
HAS NOTICE, GIVEN HIM BY HIS 
MASTER, THAT HE MUST DE- 
PART FROM THE COUNTRY —HE 
FALLSINTO A SWOON FOR GRIEF, 
BUT SUBMITS—HE CONTRIVES 
AND FINISHES A CANOE, BY THE 
HELP OP A FELLOW-SERVANT, 
AND PUTS TO SEA AT A VEN» 
TURE. | 


1ů ſettled my little cxconomy, to 
my own heart's content. My ma- 
ſter had ordered a room for me after 
their manner, about fix yards from 

houſe, the ſides and floors of which | 
plaiſtered with clay, and covered with 
ruſh matts of my own contriving i Lhad 
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I filled with the feathers ſeveral 
birds I had taken with ſpringes made of 
Yahovs hairs, and were excellent food. 
I had worked two chairs with my knife, 
the ſorrel nag helping me in the groſſer 
and more laborious part. When my 
oaths were worn to rags, I made my- 
felf others with the ſkins of rabbits, 
and of a certain beautiful avimal about 


the lame ſize called nubnob, the ſkin of 


which'is covered with a fine down. Of 
theſe Talſo made very tolerable ſtock - 
ings. I ſoaled my ſhoes with wood, which 
Ieut from a tree, and fitted to the upper 
leather; and when this was worn out, 
I ſopphied it with the ſkins of Yahoos 


dried in the fun. I often got honey 


out of hollow trees which 1 mingled 
with water, oreat with my bread. No 
man could ' more verify the truth of 
theſe two maxims, that nature is v 
eaſily ſatisfied ; and that neceſſity is t 
_ of invention. I enjoyed perfect 
ich of body and tranquillity of mind; 
I did not feel the treachery or incon- 
ſtaney of a friend, nor the injuries of 
& ſecret or open enemy; I had no occa- 
fion of bribing, flattering, or pimping, 
to procure the favour of any great man, 
br of his minion; I wanted no fence 
againſt fraud or oppreſſion ; here was 
neither phyſician to deſtroy my body, 
nor lawyer to ruin my fortune; no in- 
former to watch my words and actions, 
or forge accuſations againſt me for hire; 
here were no gibers, cenſurers, backbit- 
ers, —— highwaymen, houſe- 
breakers, attornies, bawds, buffoons, 
gameſters, politicians, wits, ſpleneticks, 
tedious talkers, controvertiſts, raviſhers, 
murderers, robbers, virtuoſo's; no lead- 
ers or followers of party and faction; 
no encouragers to vice, by ſeducement 
or examples; no dungeon, axes, gib- 
bets, whipping- poſts, or pillories; no 
cheating ſhop-keepers or mechanicks; 
no pride, vanity, or affe&ation j no fops, 
bullies, drunkards, ſtrolling whores, or 


poxes; no ranting, lewd, expenſive 


wives ; no ſtupid, proud pedants; no 
importunate, over- bearing, quarrelſome, 
noiſy, roarifig, empty, conceited, ſwear- 
ing companions ; no ſcoundrels, raiſed 
from the duſt for the ſake of their vices, 


or nobility thrown into it on account of 
their virtues; no lords, fiddlers, judges, 


or dancing-maſters. * 
* Fhad the favour of being admitted 
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ind made of it a fort of ticking. This 


to ſeveral Houyhnhnms, who came to 
viſit'or dine 'with my maſter, where his 
honour graciovſly ſuſfered me to wait in 
the room and liſten to their diſcourſe, 
Both he and his company would often 
deſcend to aſk me queſtions, and receive 
my anſwers, I had alfo ſometimes the 
honour of attending my maſter in his 
viſits to others. Fade preſumed to 
ſpeak, except in anſwer to à queſtion, 
and then 1 did it with in regret, 
becauſe it was a loſs of fo much time 
for improving myſelf: but I was in- 
finitely delighted with the ſtation of an 
humble auditor in ſuch converſations, 
where nothing paſſed but what was uſe- 
ful, expreſſed in the fewelt and moſt 
ſignificant words; where the greateſt 
decency was obſerved, without the leaſt 
degree of ceremony; where no perſon 
ſpoke without being pleaſed himſelf, 
and plealing his companions; where 
there was no interruption, tediouſneſs, 
heat, or difference of ſentiments, They 
have a notjon, that when people are met 
together, a ſhort ſilence doth much im- 
— converſation. This I found to 
true; for, during thoſe little inter- 
miſfions of talk, new ideas would ariſein 
their minds, which very much enlivened 
their diſcourſe. Their ſubjects are gene · 
rally on friendſhip and benevolence, on 
order and exconomy ; ſometimes upon 
the viſible operations of nature, or an- 
cient traditions; upon the bounds and li- 
mits of virtue, upon the unerring rules 
of reaſon, or upon ſomedeterminations to 
be taken at the next great aſſembly ; and 
often upon the various excellences of 
poetry. I may add, without vanity, that 
my preſence often gave them ſufficient 
matter for diſcourſe, becauſe it afforded 
my maſter an occaſion of letting his 
friends into the hiſtory of me and m 
country, upon which they were all 
pleaſed to deſcant in a manner not very 
advantageous to human kind; and for 
that reaſon I ſhall not repeat what they 
faid : only I may be allowed to obſerve, 
that his honour, to my great admira- 
tion, appeared to underſtand the nature 
of Yahoos in all countries, much bet- 
ter than myſelf, He went through all 
our vices and follies, and diſcovered 
many which I had never mentioned to 
him, by only ſuppoſing what qualities 
a Yahoo of their country, with a ſmall 
proportion of reaſon, might be capable 
of exerting z and concluded, with tog 
E. r much 
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much probability, how vile as well as 
miſerable ſuch a creature muſt be, 

1 freely confeſs, that all the little 
knowledge I have of any value, was ac- 
quired by the lectures I received from 
my maſter, and from hearing the diſ- 
courſes of him and his friends; to which 
I ſhould be prouder to liſten, than to 
dictate to the greateſt and wiſeſt aſſem- 
bly in Europe. I admired the ſtrength, 
comelineſs, and ſpeed of the inhabi- 
tants, and ſuch a gonſtellation of vir- 
tues in ſuch amiable perſons produced 
in me the higheſt veneration. At firſt, 
indeed, I 14 not feel that natural awe, 
which the Vahoos and all other animals 
bear towards them, but it gre upon 
me by degrees, much ſooner than I 
imagined, and was mingled with a re- 
ſpe&ful love and gratitude, that they 
would condeſcend to diſtinguiſh me 
from the reſt of my ſpecies, 

When 1 thought of my family, 
my friends, my countrymen, or hu- 
man race in general, I confidered them 
as they really were, Vahoos in ſhapeand 
diſpoſition, only a little civilized, and 
qualiged with the gift of ſpeech ; but 
making no other uſe of reaſon, than 
to improve and multiply thoſe vices 
whereof their brethren in this country 
had only the ſhare that nature allotted 
them. When I happened to behold 
the reflection of my own form in a 
lake or a fountain, I turned away my 
face in horror and deteſtation of my- 
ſelf, and could better endure the fight 
of a common Yahoo, than of my own 
a By converſing with the Houy- 

nhnms ; and looking upon them with 
delight, I fell. to imitate their gait and 

ture, which is now grown into an 
habit, and my friends often tell me, 
in a blunt way, that I trot like a horſe; 
which, however, I take for a great 
compliment: neither ſhall I diſown, 
that in ſpeaking I am apt to fall into 
the voice and manner of the Houy- 
hnboms, and hear myſelf ridiculed on 
that account without the leaſt morti- 
fication,” e 

In the midſt of all this N 
and whien I looked upon myſelf to be 
fully ſettled for life, my maſſer ſent for 
me one morning a little earlief than his 
uſual hour. I obſeryed by his coun- 


tenance that he was in ſome perplexity, 
and at aloſs how to begin what he had 
to ſpeak. After a ſhort ſilence, he told 


pe, he did not nom how T would 
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take what he was going to ſay z that 
in the laſt general aſſembly, when the 
affair of the Yahoos was entered upon, 
the repreſentatives had taken offence at 
his keeping a Yahoo (meaning . my- . 
ſelf) in his family, more like a Houy- 
hnham, than a brute animal. That 
he was known frequently to converſe 
with me, as if he could receive ſome 
advantage or pleaſure in my company : 
that ſuch a practice was not agreeaole 
to reaſon or nature, por à thing ever 
heard of before among them. The aſ- 
ſembly did therefore gxhort him either 
to employ me like the reſt of my ſpe- 
cies, or command me to ſwim back to 
the place from whence I came. That 
the Erd of theſe expedients was utterly 
rejected by all the Houyhnbums, who 
had ever ſeen me at his houſe or their 
own : for they had alledged, that be- 
cauſe I had ſome rudiments of reaſon 
added to thg natural pravity of thoſe 
animals, it wks to be feared, I might be 
able to ſeduce them into the woody and. 
mountainous parts of the country, and 
bring them in troops by night to deftroy 
the Houyhnhnms cattle, as being na- 
turally of the ravenous kind, and averſe. 
from labour. | | 

My maſter added, that he was daily 
preſſed by the Houyhuhnms of the. 
neighbourhood to have the aſſembly's 
exhortation executed, which he could 
not put off much longer. He doubted 
it would be impoſſible for me to ſwim 
to another country, and therefore with- 
ed I would contrive ſome ſort of vehi- 
cle reſembling thoſe I had deſcribed to 
him, that might carry me on the ſea, in 
which work I ſhould have the aſſiſtauce 
of his own ſervants, as well as thoſe 
of his neighbours, He concluded, that 
for his own part, he could have been 
content to keep me in his ſervice as 
long as I lived, becauſe he found I 
had cured myſelf of ſome bad habits 
and diſpoſitions, by endeavouring, as 
far as my inferior nature was capable, 
to imitate the Houyhnhnms. 

I ſhould here obſerve to the reader, 
that a decree of the general aſſembly j 
this country is expreſſed by the ward, 
habloayn which ſignifies an ex bor tation, 
as near as I can render it: for they have 
no conception how a rational creature 
can be compelled, but only adviſed, or 
exhorted; becauſe no perſon can difo 
reaſon, without giving up his claim to 
de a rational creature. 

I was 


_T was firuck with the utmoſt grief 
and deſpair at my maſter's diſcourſe, 
and being unable to ſupport the agonies 
Twas under, I fell into a ſwoon at his 
feet: when I came to mylelf, he told 
me, that he concluded I had been dead; 
(for theft people are ſubject to no ſuch 
imbeciltities of nature.) I anſwered, 
In a faint voice, that death would have 
been too great an happineſs; that al- 


though I could not blame the afſembly's. 


exhortation, or the urgency of his 
friends; yet, in my weak and corru 

judgment, I thought it might confiſt 
with reaſon to have been leſs rigorous. 


That I could not ſwim a league, and 


xobably the neareſt land to theirs might 
diſtant above an hundred: that many 
materials, necefſary for making a ſmall 
velle} to carry me off, were wholly 
wanting in this country which, how- 


ever, I would attempt in obedience and 


gratitude to his honour, 2 L 
concluded the thing to be impoſſible, 


and therefore looked on myſelf as al- 


rad devoted to deſtruftion. That the 
certain proſpeR of unnatural death was 
the eK © my evits ; for ſuppoſing I 
ſhould efcape with life by ſame ſtrange 
adventure, how could I think with 
temper of pafling my days among Ya- 
hoos, and relapſing into my old corrup- 
tions, for want of examples to lead and 
keep me within the paths of virtue ? 
That I knew too well upon what Tolid 
reaſons all the determinations - of the 
wife Houyhnhoms were founded, not 
to be ſhaken by arguments of mine, a 


miſerable Yahoo; and therefore, after 


weſenting him with my humble thanks 
ber the offer of his ſervants aſſiſtance 
in making a veſſel, and deſiring a rea- 
ſonable time for ſo difficult a work, I 
told him I would endeavour to preſerve 
z wretched being; and if ever I return- 
ed to England, was not without hopes 
of being uſeful to my own ſpecies, by 
louyhahnmy, and propoſing their vir- 
fues to the imitation of mankind. 
My maſter jn a few words made me a 
gracious reply, allowed me the 
ace of two months to finiſh my boat, 
and ordered the forrel nag, my fellow- 
fervant (for ſo at this diſtance I may 
xefume to call him) to fallow my in- 
ions, becauſe I told my maſter 
his help would be ſufficient, and I 


* 


. Ee. he had a tenderneſs for me. | 
In his company, my firſt buſinaſs was 


— 5 the praiſes of the renowned 


* 
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to goto that of the coaft, where m 
rebatlious kad ordered me * 
ſet on ore. I got upon a height, and 
looking on every ſide into the ſea, Y 
fancied I faw a ſmall iſland towards t 
north-eaſt ; I took out my pocket-glaſs, 
and could then clearly diſtinguiſh it 
about five leagues. off, as I computed , 
but it bao, to the ſorrel nag to beonly 
a blue cloud; for, as he had no con- 
ception of any country beſides his own, 
ſo he could not be as expert. in diſtin. 
guilhing remote objects at ſea, .as. we 
who ſo much converſe in that element. 
After I had diſcovered this iſlend, I 
conſidered no farther; but reſolved it 


mould, if poſſible, be the firſt place of 


my baniſhment, leaving the conſequence 
to fortune. 

I returned home, and, conſulting 
with the ſorrel nag, we went into a 
copſe at ſome diſtance, where I with my 
knife, and he with a ſharp flint faſtened 
very artificially, after their manner, to 
a wooden handle, cut down ſeveral oak 
wattles about the thickneſs of a walk- 
ing-ſtaff, and ſome larger pieces. But 
I ſhall nat trouble the reader with a 
particular deſcription of my own me- 
chanicks; let it ſuffice to ſay, that in 
fix weeks time, with the help of the ſor- 
rel nag, who performed the parts that 
required moſt Jabour, I finiſhed a fort 
of Indian canoe, but much larger, co- 
vering it with the ſkins of Yahoos well 
ſtitched together, with hempen threads 
of my own making. My fail was like- 
wiſe compoſed of the ſkins of the ſame 
animal ; but I made uſe of the young- 
eſt I could get, the older being too 
tough and thick; and I likewiſe pro · 
vided myſelf with four paddles. I laid 
in a ſtock of boiled fleſh of rabbits and 
fowls, and took with me veſſels, 
one filled with milk, and the pther with 
water. } F 

I tried my canoe ina nd near 
my maſter's houſe, 2 c 
in it what was amiſs; ftopping .all the 
chinks with Yahoos tallow, art found 
it ſtaunch, and able to bear me and my 
freight, And when it was aq compleat 
as I could poſſibly. make it, I had it 
drawn on a carriage very by Va- 
hoos to the ſea-fide, under the conduct 
of the ſorrel nag, and another ſervant. 

- When all was ready, and the day 
come for my departure, I took leave of 
my maſter and lady, and the whole fa- 


muly;z migg eyes flowing with * | 
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mine heart quite ſonk with grief. But 
his honour, out of curiofity, and per- 
haps (if I may ſpeak it without vanity) 
partly out of kindneſs, was determined 
ro ſee me in my canoe, and got ſeveral of 
his neighbouring friends ro rave can 
him. I was forced to wait above an hour 
for the tide, and tlien obſerving the wind 
very fortunately bearing towards the 
ifland, to which I intended to ſteer my 
courſe, I toak a ſeeond leave of my ma- 
fer : but as I was going to proſtrate my- 
ſelf to kiſs his hook he did me the honour 
to raiſe it gent'y to my mouth. I am not 
ignorant how much I have been cenſured 
for mentioning this laſt particular : for 
my detractors are pleated to think it 
improbable, that ſo illuſtrious à perſon 
ſhould deſcend to give ſo great a mark 
of diſtinction to a creature ſo inferior as 
I. Neither have I forgot, how apt ſome 
travellers are to boalt of extraordinary 
favours they have received. But, if 
theſe cenſurers were better acquainted 
with the noble and courteous diſpoſition 
of the Houyhnhams, they wouid foon 
change their opinion, 

I paid my reſpects to the reſt of the 
Houyhnhoms in bis honour's company; 
then getting into my canoe, I puſhed off 
from the ſhore. F 


CHAP. XI. 

THE AUTHOR'S DANGEROUS VOY- 
AGE—HE AKKIVES AT NEW-HOL- 

Land, HOPING TOSETTLE THERE 
—is WOUNDED WITH AN AKROW 
BY ONE OF THE NATIVES — 18 
SEIZED AND CARKIED BY FORCE 
INTO A PORTUGUESE SHIP—THE 

GREAT CIVILITIES OF THE CAP- 

TAI — THE AUTHOR ARRIVES 
AT ENGLAND. 


Began this deſperate voyage on Feb- 
I ruary 15, 1714—1 3, at nine o'clock 
in the, morning, The wind was very 
favourable; however, I made uſe at 
firſt only of my paddles, but confider- 
ing I ſhould ſoon be weary, and that the 
wind might chop about, I ventured to 
ſet up my little Fi J and thus, with the 
help of the tide, I went at the rate of 
a | and a half an hour, as near 
as 1 could gueſs, My maſter and 
his friends continued on the ſhore, till 
J was almoſt out of fightz. and 1 
often hexed the ſorrel nag (who always 
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loved me) crying out, Hnuy illa ny 
* majah Taboo — Take care of thy- 
« ſelf, gentle Yahoo!” FEW 
My defign was, if poſſible, to diſ- 
cover ſome ſmall iſland uninhabited, - 
yet ſufficient by my labour to furniſh 
me with the neceſſaries of life, which I 
would have thought a greater happineſs 
than to be firſt miniſter in the politeſt 
court of Europe; ſo horrible was the 
idea I conceived of returning to live in 
the ſociety and under the government o 
Yahoos. For, in ſuch a ſolitude as L 
defired, I could at leaſt enjoy my own 
thoughts, and reflect with Jelight on 
the virtues of thoſe inimitable Houyhii- 
hams, without any opportunity of de- 
generating into the vices and corrup- 
tions of my own ſpecies. we 
The reader may remember what I 
related when my crew conſpired againft 
me and confined me to my cabbin. 
How I continued there ſeveral weeks, 
without knowing what tourſe we took, 
and when I was put aſhore in the long- 
boat, how the ſailors told me with 
oaths, whether true or falſe, that t 
knew not in what part of the world we 
were, However, I did then believe us 
to be about ten degrees ſouthward of the 
Cape of Good Hope, o about forty- 
five degrees ſouthern latitude, as I ga- 
thered from ſome general words I over- 
heard among them, being, I ſuppoſed, to 
the ſouth-eaſt in their intended voyage 
to Madagaſcar. And although this 
were but little better than conjecture, 
yet I reſolved to ſteer my courſe èaſt- 
ward, hoping to reach the ſouth - well 
coaſt of New Holland, and perbaps 
ſome ſuch iſlands as I defired, lyin 
weſtward of it. The wind was fu 
weſt, and by fix in the evening I come 
puted I had gone eaſtward at leaſt eigh« 
teen leagues, when I ſpied a very ſmall 
iſland about half a league of, which I 
ſoon reached. It was nothing but x 
rock with one creek, naturally arc 
by the force of tempeſts; here I put in 
my canoe, and climbing up a part of the 
rock, I could plainly diſcover land to 
5 wh, er from ſouth to north. 
ay all night in my canoe, mere = 
ing my voyage carly in the morning, K 
arrived in ſeven hours to the ſouth-eaſt. 
point of New Holland. "This confirm 
ed me in the opinion I have long enter- 
tained, that the maps and charts plage” 


— 


: 


this country at leaft three degrees ; 
to the than it real * ; which 
| thought 


thought I communicated many years 
; 5 my worthy friend Mr. Her- 
man Moll, and gave him my reaſons 
for it, although he hath rather choſen 
to follow other authors. LE 
I ſaw no inhabitants in the place 
where I landed z. and, being unarmed, I 
was afraid of venturing far into the 
country. I found ſome ſhell-fiſh on 
the ſhore, and eat them raw, not dar- 
ing to kindle a fire, for fear of bein 
difcovered by the natives. I continue 
three days feeding on oyſters and lim- 
pits, to ſave my owy proviſions; and I 
fortunately found a brook of excellent 
water, which gave me great relief, 
On the fourth day, venturing out 
early a little too far, 1 ſaw twenty or 
res upon a height, not above 
Hye hundred yards from me. They 
were flark-naked, men, women, and 
children, round a fire, as I could diſco- 
ver by the ſmoke. One of them ſpied 
2 and gave notice to the reſt; five of 
them advanced towards me, leaving the 
women and children at the fire. I made 
"what haſte I could io the fhore, and 
Hain into my canoe, ſhoved off: the 
vages obſerved. me retreat, ran after 
mez and, before I could get far enough 
into the fea, diſcharged an arrow, which 
wounded me deeply on the inſide of my 
left knee. (I mall carry the mark to 
my grave.) I apprehended the arrow 
"might be poiſoned, and paddling out of 
Yb ix on of their darts (being a calm 
day) I made a ſhift to ſuck the wound, 
and dreſs it as well as I could. 
I was at a loſs what to do, for I durſt 
not return to the ſame landing-place, 
but ſtood to the north, and was forced 
to paddle; for the wind, though very 
tle, was againſt me, blowing north- 
welt. As I was looking about for a 
ſecure landing-place, I ſaw a fail to the 
north · north · eaſt, which appearing every 
minute more viſible, I was in ſome 
doubt, . whether I ſhould wait for them 
or no; but at laſt my deteſtation of the 
Yahoo race prevailed, and turning my 
canoe, I failed and paddled together to 
the ſouth, and got into the ſame creek 
from whence I ſet out in the morning, 
chufing rather to truſt myſelf among 
theſe barbarians, than live with Euro- 
pean Yahoos. I drew up my canoe as 
cloſe as I could to the ſhore, and hid 
"myſelf behind a ftone by the little 
brook, which, as I have faid, 
was excellent water. 4 
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The ſhip came within half a league of 
this creek, and ſent out her long-boat 
with veſſels to take in freſh water, {for 
e place, it ſeems, was very well 
known) but I did not obſerve it till the 
boat was almoſt on ſhore, and it was too 
late to ſeck another biding-place, The 
ſeamen at their landing obſerved my ca- 
noe, and rummaging it all over, eaſily 
wg wept” th that the owner could not 
ar off. Four of them well armed 
ſearched every cranny and lurking hole, 
till at laſt they found me flat on my face 
behind the ſtone. They gazed awhile 
in admiration, at my ſtrange uncouth 
dreſs, my coat made of ſkins, my wood- 
en · ſoaled ſhoes, and my furred ſtock - 
ingsz from whence, however, they con- 
cluded I was not a native of the place, 
who all go naked. One of the ſeamen, 
in Portugueſe, bid me riſe, and aſked 
who I was, I underſtood that language 
very well, and getting upon my feet, 
ſaid I was a poor Yahoo, baniſhed from 
the Houyhnhams, and deſired they 
would pleaſe to let me depart. The 
admired to hear me anſwer them in their 
own tongue, and law, by my com- 
plexion 1 muſt be an European; but 
were at a loſs to know what I meant by 
Yahoos and Houyhnhnms, end at the 
ſame time fell a laughing at my ſtrange 
tone of ſpeaking, which reſembled the 
neighing of,a horſe, I tgembled all 
the while betwixt fear and hatred: I 
again deſired leave to depart, and was 
ntly moving to my canoe; but they 
aid hold on me, deſiring to know what 
country I was of? whence I came? 
with many other quettions. I told 
them I was. born in England, from 
whence I came about five years ago, and 
then their country and ours were at 
peace. I therefore hoped they would 
not treat me as an enemy, fince I meant 
them no harm, but was a poor Yahoo, 
ſeeking ſome deſolate place where to 
5 1 remainder of his unfortunate 
ife. r 
When they began to talk, I thought 
I never heard or ſaw any thing ſo un- 
natural; for it appeared to me as mon- 
ſtrous as if a dog or a cow ſhould ſpeak 
in England, or a Yahoo in Houyhn- 
hnmland. The honeſt Portugeſe were 
equally amazedat my Pak, and 
the odd manner of delivering my words 
which, however, they underſtood. very 
well. They ſpoke to me With 
humanity, and {aid they were fore their 
* Men 


captain would carry me gratis to Liſbon, 
 fromwhence I might return to my own 
country that two of the ſeamen would 
back to the ſhip, inform the captain 
of what they ſeen, and receive his 
orders; in the mean time, unleſs I 
would give my ſolemn oath not to fly, 
they would ſecure! me by force. I 
thought it beſt to comply with their pro- 
poſal. They were very curious to know 
my ſtory, but I gave them very little 
ſatisfaction; and they all — Tawary 
that my misfortunes had impaired m 
reaſon. In two hours, the boat, whic | 
went loaden with veſſels of water, re- 
turned. with the captain's command to 
fetch me on board. I fell on my knees 
to preſerve. my liberty, but all was in 
vain; and the men having tied me with 
cords, heaved me into the boat, from 
whence I was taken into the ſhip, and 
from thence into the captain's cabbin. 

His name was Pedro De Mendez, he 
was a very gourteous and generous per- 
ſonz he entreated me to give ſome ac- 
count of myſelf, and deſired to know 
what I would eat or drink ; ſaid I ſhould 
be uſed as well as himſelf, and ſpoke fo 
many obliging things, that I wondered 
to find ſuch civilities from a Yahoo, 
However, I remained filent and ſullen; 
'I was ready to faint at the very ſmell of 
him and his. men. At laſt I defired 
ſomething to eat out of my own canoe; 
but he ordered me a chicken and ſome 
excellent wine, and then directed that I 
ſhould be put to bed in a very clean cab- 
bin. I would not undreſs myſelf, but 
lay on the bed-cloaths, and in half an 
hour ſtole out, when I thought the crew 
was at dinner, and getting to the ſide 
of the ſhip, was going to leap into the 
ſea, and ſwim for my life, rather than con- 
tinue among Vahoos. But one of the 
ſeamen prevented me, and having in- 
formed the captain, I was chained to 
my cabbin. 

After dinner, Don Pedro came to 
me, and defired to know my reaſon for 
ſo deſperate an attempt; Mere me he 
only meant to do me all the ſervice he 
was able, and ſpoke ſo very movingly, 
that at laſt I deſcended to treat him like 
an animal that had ſome little portion 
of reaſon. I gave him a very re- 
lation of my voyage, of the conſpiracy 
againſt me by my own men, of the coun- 
try where they ſet me on ſhore, and of 
my oem years reſidence there. All 
which. 
® 8 


he looked upon as if it were a 
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dream or viſion, whereat I took great 


offence ; for I had quite forgot the fa - 
* of lying, fo peculiar to Yahoos 
in all countries where they preſide; and 
conſequently the diſpoſition of ſuſpect- 
ing truth in others of their own ſpecies. 
I aſked Nw, whether it were the cuſ-' 
tom in his country to ſay the thing that 
was not? I 2 I Ap 
forgot what he meant by falſhood, and 
if I had lived a thouſand years in 
Houyhnhnmland, I ſhould never have 
heard a lye from the meaneſt ſervant ;- 
that I was altogether indifferent he: 
ther he believed me or no; but how- 
ever, in return for his favours, I would 
ive ſo much allowance to the corrup. 


tion of his nature, as to anſwer any ob- 


jection he would pleaſe to make, and 
then he might eaſily diſcover the truth, 
The captain, a wiſe man, after many 
endeavours to catch me tripping in ſome 
part of my ſtory, at laſt began to have 
a better opinion of my veracity ;. and 
rather, becauſe he confeſſed he met wi 
a Dutch ſkipper, who pretended to have 
landed, wc 4 five. others of his cre 
upon a certain iſland or continent duch 
of New Holland, where they went for 
freſh water, and obſerved a horſe driv= 
ing before him ſeveral animals exactly 
reſembling thoſe I deſcribed under the 
name of Vahoos, with ſome other par- 
ticulars, which the captain ſaid he had 
forgot; becauſe he then concluded them 
all to be lyes. But he added, that fince 
I profeſſed fo inviolable an attachment 
to truth, I muſt give him my word and 
honour to bear him company in this 
voyage, without attempting any thi 
againſt my life, or elſe he would conti- 
nue me a priſoner till we arrived at Liſ- 
bon. I gave him the promiſe he re- 
uired, but at the ſame time proteſted, 
that I would ſuffer the greateſt hard- 
ſhips rather than return to live among 
Yahoos. a 
Our v without any con- 
n acondent. In racked bs the 
captain, I ſometimes ſat with him at 
his earneſt requeſt, and ſtrove to con- 
ceal my antipathy againſt human kind, 
although it often broke out, which he 
ſuffered to paſs without obſervation, 
But the greateſt part of the day I con- 
fined myſelf to my cabbin, to avoid ſee - 
ing any of the crew. The captain had 
often intreated me to ſtrip mylelf of my 
ſavage dreſs, and offered to lend me the 
beſt ſu of cloaths he had. This I 
8 would 


" by the inquiſition. 


| They fitted me well enough, 
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would not be prevailed on to accept, ab- 
h6tring to cover myſelf with any thing 
82 been on the back of a Yahoo. 
bnly defired he wovld lend me two 
clean ſhirts, which having been waſhed 
fitice he wore them, I believed would 


At ſo much tdefile me. Theſe I changed 


A day, and waſhed them 


We arrived at Liſbon, Nov. 5, 1775. 
At bur landing the captain forced me 
to cover myſelf with his cloak, to pre · 
vent the rabble from crouding about 


me. I was conveyed to his own houſe 


Ad, at my earnelt requeſt, he led ns 
to the higheſt room backwards. I 
vonjured him to conceal from all — 
tis what Thad told him of the Houyhn - 
s, berauſe the leaſt hint of ſuch a 
would not only draw 3 of 
le to ſee me, but probably put me 
nger of being impriſoned * burnt 
The captain per- 
Tuaded me to accept a Toit of cloaths 
newly made, but I would not ſuffer the 
taylor to take my meafure; however, 
Don Pedro being almoſt of my ſize, 
e àc- 
Eovtred me with other neceffaries, all 
new, which I aired for twenty-four 
Hours before I would uſe them. 
The captain had no wife, nor above 
three ſervants, none of which were ſuf- 
fered to attend at meals, and his whole 
deportment was ſo obliging, added to 
very good human underitanding, that I 
— began to tolerate his company. 
He gained ſo far upon me, that I ven- 
IF look out of the back window. 
By degrees I was brought into another 
room, from whence I peeped into the 


ſtreet, but drew. my head back in a 


fright. In a week's time he ſeduced 


me down to the door, I found my ter- 


ror gradually leſſened, but my hatred 
and _—_ ſeemed to increaſe, I 
was at laſt bold enough to walk the 
ſtreet in his company, but kept my noſe 
well ſtopped with rue, or ſometimes 


with tobacco. 


In ten days, Don Pedro, to whom 1 


had given ſome account of my domef- 


tick affairs, put it upon me as a matter 


vf honour and conſcience, that T ought 


to return to my native country, and live 
at home with my wife and children, 
He told me there was an Engliſh ſhip 
In the port juſt ready to ſail, and he 
would furniſh me with all things neceſ- 
ſary, Itwould be tedious to t his 


evntvin's Travels . 


yn — contradifions, He 
d it was alt impoſſible to ſind 


fach a ſolitary ifland as I had defired to 
live if 4 but I yrs. ys — we 
m 


ner as recluſe as I pleaſed. p 2 33h, 

1 complied at laſt, finding I could 
hot do better, 1 left Liſbow'the 24th 
day of November, in an Engliſh mer- 
chantman, but Who was” the maſter I 
never enquired. Don Pedro accompe- 
nied me to the ſhip, und lent me | 
pounds. He took Kind leave of me, 


and embraced me at yi ge I 
bore- as well as I could. ing this 
laſt voyage I had no commerce with the 
maſter or any of his men, but pretend - 
ing I was fick, kept eloſe in my cabbin. 
On ut wy of December 141 5,' we caft 
anchor in the Downs about nine in the 
morning, and at three in the afternoon 
I got ſafe to my houſe at Rotherhithe, 

My wife an and þ received me with 


on houſe, and pa y time in a man- 


great ſurprize und joy, "becauſe 
concluded me certainly dead; but I 
freely confeſs the Tight of them filled 
me only with hatred, diſguſt, and con- 
tempt, and the more by reſlecting on 
the near alliance I had to them. For, 
although fince my unfortunate exile 
from the Houyhnhiim country, I had 
compelled myſelf to tolerate the fight of 
—— and to converſe with Don wy 
De Mendez; yet my m an 
pere filed with 


imagination were p uy 
the virtues and ideas of thoſe exalted 
Houyhnhums. And when I begun to 


conſider, that by copulating with one of 
the Yahoo ſpecies I had become a pa- 
rent of more, it ſtruek me with the ut- 
moſt ſhame, confuſion, and horror. 
As ſoon as I entered the houſe, my 
wife took me in her arms, and ki 
me, at which having not been uſed to 
the touch of that odious animal for ſo 
many years, I fell into a ſwoon for al- 
moſt an hour. At the time I am writ- 
ing it is five years ſince my laſt return 
to England: during the firſt year I 
could not endure my wife and — 
in my preſence, the ſmell of them 
was mtolerable, — hots could I ſuf- 
fer them to eat in the ſame room; To 
this hour they dare not pteſume to touch 
my bread, or drink out of theſame cup, 
neither was I ever able to let one of them 
take me by the hand, The firſt mo- 
ney I laid out was to buy two yo 
ſtone - horſes, which I kept in 4 — 
fable, and next to them the * 
>» m 


greateſt favourite z for I feel m 
e che Gael) be contraſts 
in the ſtable... horſes underſt 
me tolerably well; I converſe with them 
at leaſt four. hours every 2 They 
are rangers to, bridje or ſaddle; they 
live in great amity with ae, and friend: 
ſhip to each * : * SC) N t5 
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THE | AUTHOR'S- VERACITY—HIS 
DESIGN \ IN PUBLISHING THES 
WORK-—HiS CENSURE OF THOSE 

TRAVELLERS WHO  SWERVE 
FROM, THE TRUTH=<THE AU» 

- THOR CLEARS, HIMSELF FROM 

ANY SINISTER ENDS. IN WRIT+ 

'ING—AN OBJECTION ANSWERED 
— THE METHOD OF PLANTING 
- COLONIES—HIS NATIVE COUN+ 

TRT -COMMENDED=—THE RIGHT 

. OF-THECROWN TO THOSE COUN +» 

- TRIES DESCRIBED BY THE Au- 

- THOR IS-JUSTIFIED—-THE DIFFI- 

\ CULTY OF CONQUERING THEM—— 

* THE AUTHOR TAKES HIS LAST 

- LBAVE OF THE READER; PRO- 

Fos TR HIS MANNER OF LIVING 

- FOR THE- FUTURE, GIVES GOOD 
ADVICE, AND CONCLUDETH, 


HUS, gentle reader, I have given 
thee a faithful hiſtory my 
trayels for ſixteen years, and above ſe- 
ven months, wherein I have not been ſo 
ſtudious of ornament as truth. I could, 
perhaps, like others, have aſtoniſhed thee 
with ſtrange improbable tales; but I 
rather choſe to relate plain matter of 
ſact in the ſimpleſt manner and ſty le, 
becauſe my principal * to in · 
form, and not to amuſe thee. 
It is eaſy for us to travel into remote 
countries, which are ſeldom viſited by 
Engliſhmen or other Europeans, to 
form deſcriptions of wonderful animals 
both at ſea and land, Whereas a tra- 
veller's chief aim ſhould be to make 
men wiſer and better, and to improve 
their minds by the bad as well as good 
example of what they deliver coucern- 
ing foreign places. 

I could heartily wiſh a law was en- 
acted, that 88 2 before he 
were permitted to publiſh his voyages, 
1 be obli — make oath hs 


the lord high ncellor, that all he in- 
Nuded do print was abſolutely true, to 
BY . 
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the beſt of hi 


world wou 


3 for nd 
it uſuallly is, while. ome writers 1 


ſeveral, books of travels with great de- 
light, in my younger days; but having 


gone over of the globe, 


and Veen —— many. fabur 


accounts from my own. oblerya- 
tion, it hath. given, me a great digut 
againſt this part of reading, and ſome 
indignation to ſee the credulity af man- 
kind ſo impudently abuſed. Therefore, 
fnce my acquaintance were pleaſed to 
think my endeavours might ma 
unacceptable to my country, I impaſ 
on myſelf as a maxim, never to. 
ſwerved from, that I would rid 
bere to truth ; neither, indeed, can I be 
ever under the leaft temptation to vary 
from it, while I retain in my mand the 
lectures and example of my noble may 
ſer, and the other illuſtri ybo» 
hnms, of whom I had ſo long the ho- 
nour to be an humble hearer, 


—Nec, | miſerum . — J . 
Finxit, vanum etiam, mendacemgue. impro- 
ba fnget. auge ns 


I know very well how little reputa» 
tion is to be got by writings which re- 
quire neither genius nor 
indeed any other talent, except a good 
memory, or an exact journal. I know 
likewiſe, the writers of travels, like 
dictianary- makers, are ſunk into obli- 
vion by the weight and bulk of thoſe 
who come laſt, and therefore lie upper · 
moſt. And it is highly probable, that 
ſuch travellers who ſhall hereafter viſit 
the countries deſcribed in this work of 
mine, may, by detecting my errors (if 
there be any) and adding many new 
diſcoveries of their own, joſtle me out 
of vogue, and ſtand in my place, mak · 


— 


. « 


ing the world forget that ever I was an 


author. This, indeed, would be too great 
a mortification, if I wrote for fame: 
but as my ſole intention was the pu- 
LICK GOOD, I cannot be altogether 
diſappointed. For who can read of the 
virtues I have mentioned in the glorious 
Houyhnhoms, without being aſhamed 
of his own vices, when he conſiders 
himſelf as the reaſoning, governing ani- 
mal of his country? I ſhall ſay nothing 
of remote nations where Yahoos 
8 2 f preſule, 


TY 


g- nor . 


d 
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| 1 robdingnagians, whoſe 


| amongſt which, the leaſt cor- 


wife maxims"in morality and govern- 


ment it would be our happineſs to ob- 


ſerve. But I forbear deſcanting farther, 


_ _ und rather leave the judicious reader to 


his own remarks and applications. 


I am not ' little pleaſed thatthis 


work of mine can poſſibly meet with no 
cenfures; for what objections can be 
ade againſt a writer who relates only 
lain facts that happened in fuch diſtant 
countries, where we have not the leaſt 
intereſt with reſpe& either to trade or 
negociations ? I have carefully avoided 
every fault with which common writers 
of trayels are often too juſtly charged. 
Beſides, I meddle not with any. party, 
but write without paſſion, prejudice, or 
ill-will, againſt any man or number of 
men whatſoever. I write for the nobleſt 
end, to inform and inftrut mankind ; 
over whom I may, without breach of 
. N pretend to ſome ſuperiority, 
from the advantages I received by con- 
verſing.ſo long among the moſt accom- 
pliſhed Houybnhums. T write without 
any view towards profit' or praiſe. I 
never ſuffer a word to paſs that may 
Jook like reflection, or poſſibly give the 
leaſt offence even to thoſe who are moſt 
ready to take it. So that I hope I may 
with juſtice pronounce'myſelf an author 
fectly blameleſs, againſt whom the 


ibes of anſwerers, conſiderers, obſery- 


ers, reflecters, detecters, and remarkers, 
will never be able to find matter for exer - 
eiſing their talents. 

1 confeſs, it was whiſpered to me, 
that I was bound in duty, as a ſubje& 
of England, to have given in a memo- 
rial to a ſecretary of ſtate at my firſt 
coming over ; becauſe, whatever lands 
are diſcovered by a ſubject, belong to 
the crown. But I doubt whether our 
conqueſts in the countries I treat of, 
would be as eaſy as thoſe of Ferdinando 
Cortez over the naked Americans. The 
Lilltiputians, I think, are hardly worth 
the charge of a fleet and army to reduce 
them, and I queſtion whether it might 
be prudent or ſafe to attempt the Brob- 
dingnagians. Or whether an Engliſh 
army would be munch at their eaſe with 
the auß Iſland over their heads. 
The Houyhnbnms, indeed, appear not 
to be fo well prepared for war, a ſcience 
to which” they are perfect ſtrangers, 
and eſpecially againſt mifſive weapons, 
However, ſuppoſing myſelf to be _ 


z 

_ 
£ 
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hiſter of ſtate, I could never give my 

ice for invading them. "Their pru- 

ce, unanimity, un Lt oi wor 
with fear, and their love of their coun. 
try, would amply ſupply all defefts in 
the military art. Imagine twenty thou. 
ſand of them breaking into the midſt 
of an European army, confounding the 
ranks, overturning the carriages, bat- 
tering the warriors faces into mummy, 
by terrible yerks from their hinder 
hoofs. For they would well deſerve the 
character given to Auguſtus: Recal. _ 
cityat 1 tutus, But inſtead of 
propoſals for conquering that magnani- 
mous nation,' I rather wiſh they were 
in a capacity or —_— to ſend a 
— number —— inhabitants 

civilizing Europe, by teaching us 
the firſt tiples of — j lice, 
truth, temperance, — ſpirit, for- 
titude, chaſtity, friendſhip, benevo- 
lence, and fidelity. The names of all 
which virtues are ſtill retained among 
us in moſt languages, and are to be met 
with in ſome modern as well as ancient 
authors; which I am able to aſſert from 
my own ſmall reading. 

But I had another reaſon which 
made me leſs forward to enlarge his 
majeſty's dominions by my diſcoveries. 
To fay the truth, I had conceived a few 
ſcruples with relation to the diſtributive 
juſtice of princes upon thoſe occaſions. 
For inſtance, a crew of pirates are driven 
by a ſtorm they know not whither; at 
length a' boy diſcovers land from the 
top- maſt, they” $0 on ſhore to rob and 
plunder ; they ſee an harmleſs 5 
are entertained with kindnels, aby ive 
the country a new name, they take 
mal poſſ of it for their king, they 
ſet up a rotten plank or ſtone for a me- 
morial, they murder two or three dozen 
of the natives, bring away à couple 
more by force for a ſample, return 
home, and get their pardon, ' Here com- 
mences a new dominion acquired with a 
title by divine right. Ships are ſent 
with the firſt opportunity, the natives 
driven out or deſtroyed, their princes 
tortured to diſcover their gold; a free 
licence given to all acts of.inhumanity 
and luſt, the earth reeking with the 
blood of it's inhabitants; and this-exe- 
crable crew of butchers employed /in 
ſo pious an expedition, is ® modern t0- 

ſent to convert and civilize an 
idolatrous and barbarous people; © 
But this deſcription,” I confeſs, 2 


* 


A affe&t the Britiſh nation, 
o may be an example to the whole 
world'for their wiſdom, care, and juſ- 
tice, in planting colonies ; their liberal 
endowments for the advancement of re- 
ligion and learning; their choice! of 
devout and able paſtors to propagate 
Cbriſtianity, their caution in ſtock ing 
their provinces with people of ſober 
lives and converſations from this the 
mother kingdom; their ſtrit regard to 
the diftribution of, juſtice, in ſupplyin 

the civil 3 . all 
their colonies, with officers of the great- 
eſt abilities, utter ſtrangers to corru 

tion ; and to crown all, by ſending the 
moſt vigilant and virtuous governors, 


who have no other views than the hap- 


ineſs of the le over whom they 
— and 223 of the king 
their maſter. 

But as thoſe countries which I have 
deſcribed do not appear to have a de- 
ſire of being conquered and enſlaved, 
murdered or driven out by colonies, 
nor abound either in gold, ſilver, ſugar, 
or tobacco; I did humbly conceive 


they were by no means proper objects 


of our zea], our valour, or our intereſt. 
However, if thoſe whom it more con- 
cerns think fit to be of another opi- 
nion, I am ready to depoſe, when I ſhall 
be lawfull led, that no European 
did ever viſit theſe countries before me. 


I mean, if the inhabitants ought to be 


believed ; unleſs a diſpute may ariſe 
about the two Yahoos ſaid to have been 
ſeen many ages ago on a mountain in 


Houyhnhnm-land, from whence the. 


opinion is, that the race of thoſe brutes 
hath deſcended ; and theſe, for any 
thing I know, may have been Engliſh, 
which indeed I was apt to ſuſpect from 
the lineaments of their poſterities coun- 
tenances, although very much defaced. 
But how far that will go to make out 
g title I leave to the learned in colony - 
aw. 

But as to the formality of taking 
poſſeſſion in my ſovereign's name, it 
never came once into my thoughts; and 
if it had, yet, as my affairs then ſtood, 
I ſhould, perhaps, in point of prudence 
and ſelf-preſervation, have put it off to 
a better opportunity. 

Havin 
jection * can ever be raiſed againſt 
me as a traveller, I here take a final 


leave of all my courteous readers, and 


return to enjoy my own ſpeculations in 


Göttern 140218. 


inſtruct the Ya 


is evil, except thoſe 
thus anſwered the only ob- 
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nttle bur 4 Redriff, to 
— excellent leſſons of virtue rt 


J learned among the Houyhnhnims, to 
| of my own fam 
as far as I ſhall find them docible ani- 


mals, to behold figure often in 4 
and thus, i bei habituate 
m by time to tolerate the fight of 4 
human creature: to lament the brutality 
of the Houyhnhoms in my own-coun- 
try, but always treat their perſons with 
reſpeR, for the ſake of my noble maſter, 
his family, his friends, and the whole 
Houyhnhnm race, whom theſe of ours 
have the honour to reſemble in all their 
lineaments, however their intellectuals 
8 i ng with 
I n laſt week to it my wife 
to fit a with err the fartheſt 
end of a long table, and to anſwer ( but 


2 


with the utmoſt brevity) the few queſ- 


tions I aſked her. Yet the ſmell of a 
Yahoo continuing very offenſive, I al- 
ways keep my noſe well ſtopped with 
rue, lavender, or tobacco-leaves, And 
although it be hard for a man late in life 
to remove old habits, I am not alto- 
ther out of hopes in ſome time to 
uffer a neighbour Yahoo in my com- 
pany, without the apprebenſions I am 
yet under of his teeth or his claws. 
My reconcilement to the Yahoo kind 
in general might not be ſo difficult, if 
they would be content with thoſe vices 
1 follies only which nature hath in- 
titled them to. I am not in the leaft 
voked at the fight of a lawyer, a piek- 
pocker, a colonel, a fool, a lord, a game- 
ſter, a politician, a whore-maſter, a phy- 
fician, an evidence, a ſuborner, an at- 
torney, a traitor, or the like: this is all 
according to the due courſe of _ 
But when I behold a lump of defor- 
mity and diſeaſes, both in body and 
mind, ſmitten with pride, it 1mnme- 
diately breaks all the meaſures of my 
patience; neither ſhail I be ever able to 
comprehend how ſuch an animal and 
ſuch a vice could tally together. The 
wiſe and virtuous Houyhnhnms, who 
abound in all excellencies that can 
adorn a rational creature, have no name 
for this vice in their language, which 
hath no terms to exp = thing that 
eredy they dee 
ſcribe the deteftable qualities of their 
Yahoos, among which were not 
able to diſtinguiſh this of pride, for 
want of thoroughly underſtanding hu- 
man nature, as it ſheweth itſelf in other 
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where that animal prefides, would boaſt of, 
miſerab 


7 yeall 


— — he good lities th 
t Ualities the 
than I ſhou 1 


or an m, which no man in his wits come in my fight, | 
1 
g FINIS. 
| | 
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